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                   Parishes of St Anthony of Padua, Onchan; St Mary of the Isle & St Joseph, Douglas 
             Tel 01624 675509  Email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk Website www.manxcatholic.org
  
   30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 26th October 2025
  (Year C for Sundays; Cycle 1 for weekdays)    
   (Readings: Page 983) (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)

From the Presbytery desk……
I went across to Tynwald on Tuesday to sit in the visitors’ gallery and one of the questions that was asked was regarding the use of AI – artificial intelligence. It reminded me that – as with so many things – the internet can be a good servant…… but a poor master! The whole world wide web of communication and information is a great service to us – but as we know all too well it also contains the ’rabbit holes’ of fake news, poorly digested information and sadly even exploitation, scamming and abuse.
Recently the Vatican held a seminar on the use of AI and it stressed that everything should be at the service of the dignity of human life and that individuals should never be seen as ‘collateral damage’ in the search for the newness and potentiality of artificial intelligence. 
The Guidelines which were later published state that it is fundamental that Artificial Intelligence be an aid to human decision-making and never a replacement for it.
If it is something which you would like to know more about, I would recommend you access a joint document from The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Dicastery for Culture and Education in Rome:
ANTIQUA ET NOVA (with Wisdom both ancient and new).

Note on the Relationship Between Artificial Intelligence and Human Intelligence
· A ‘Dicastery’ in the Vatican is a department which looks after a particular area of teaching, research or doctrine. They used to be called ‘Congregations’. 
· Vatican documents are often referred to by the first 2 or 3 words of their title in Latin. This document begins with the word ‘with Widom both ancient and new’)
*******************
A couple of weeks ago, Catechists from across the Island joined, via Zoom, a meeting held in the Archdiocese. One of the resources which was offered to us was an on-line course for Catechists provided by the Dominican Sisters of Saint Joseph who are based in the South of England. 
LIGHT OF TRUTH: ESSENTIAL TRAINING FOR CATECHISTS, from Saturday 6 December (ONLINE)
Join the Dominican Sisters on Saturdays, from 9:00 to 12:00 noon for a short course of 3 sessions, to discover the essential nature and principles of catechesis, the sources of catechesis, and the best ways to prepare and deliver our catechesis. This course is open to everyone involved or interested in any kind of catechesis for adults, young people or children. This course is free, and the Dominican Sisters gratefully accept any donation you may be able to contribute.
https://www.lightoftruth.uk/event-details/essential-training-for-catechists-2025-12-06-09-00
If any of our catechists would like to participate in these sessions, please contact the Dominicans directly and then let us know by email in the Parish Office here at Saint Mary and we will arrange for a donation to be made to The Sisters.
********************
CAFOD’s visit last weekend: “I’d like to offer a huge Thank You to everyone who made me so welcome in visiting the parishes of the Isle of Man last weekend. In my first chance to visit, it was wonderful to meet so many people and important to say thank you for all the support you give to CAFOD’s work alongside our sisters and brothers globally. I look forward to my next chance to come across! 
With thanks and best wishes, John Woods (CAFOD in Liverpool Archdiocese)”

Building renovation work in St Mary’s: Please continue to take extra care entering and leaving church while renovation work is in progress. Could parents please supervise their children responsibly at all times while in church.  
· Altar servers: A preparation course for Altar Servers will begin on Saturday 1st November from 10am to 10.30am in St Mary’s Church. The course is open to any girl or boy who has already made their First Holy Communion. For safeguarding and GDPR reasons, names of those wishing to attend should be emailed to the parish office by their parents. All children attending must be accompanied by a parent or carer. Altar servers are also required for St Anthony’s Church, Onchan. Please email St Mary’s Parish Office if your child is interested in serving on the altar.

· Prayer Space for October half-term: ‘PraySpace’ pop-up community prayer room will take place from 25 October to 31 October at St. Ninian’s Church Upper Room, Douglas, open mostly from 7am-10pm for October half term. Further information is available at www.prayspace.im and on the poster at the back of church.

· The ‘Warm and Cosy Hub’ continues each Monday and Friday from 10am until 2pm throughout the winter months in the Columba Club, Circular Road, Douglas. The Hub will provide a warm space offering company, refreshments and light lunches to which all are welcome. Thank you to the Knights of St Columba and volunteers. 

· The Red Mill Hill Missionary Boxes for St. Anthony’s Church, Onchan, will be emptied over the next 2 weeks. Please leave boxes in the usual place in the Church porch at St. Anthony’s. 
  
· T and Chat will meet on 4 November 2025 from 10.30am - 12 noon. The Group looks forward to Michael Josem from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission joining them. Everyone will be warmly welcomed and refreshments will be served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for more information.

· Invitation from Michael Manning, 8th Manx Bard, to a free poetry and music concert to launch the release of his book, Graih: Prophetic-Utopian Poems, on Saturday 8 November at 7.30pm at Broadway Baptist Church,
Douglas. Guests include Annie Kissack, Phil Gawne and Adele Harris. All welcome. Tea and Cake provided. 

· "Tales from Wakken Wood" by E.P. Cowley, published by Ignatius Press: Greg Cowley, whose family originated on the Isle of Man, emailed to say his wife Eydie wrote this new young adult Catholic novel. They are Catholics living in Canada. Eydie has incorporated elements of Manx folklore into the book and wishes to inform IOM Catholics that it is now available. If you receive the newsletter by email, please click on the link for more details.    


Archdiocese of Liverpool Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2026 will take place from 22 to 31 July 2026 which will be the 50th anniversary of the Youth Pilgrimage. Application forms are online at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk where young people aged 15-22 can apply. The Early Bird Discount of £50 for applications has been extended to 9am on 10 November 2025. Deposit of £100 to be paid on application. As soon as you have applied, please email the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk so your safeguarding requirements can be processed for the Liverpool Youth Leaders.   


  

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 25th October

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

5.00pm

	

St Mary’s

	

Tony Gillespie, anniversary


	Sunday 26th October

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Ben McCarrick, anniversary

	Monday 27th October
	No Mass today
	
	No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 28th October
Saints Simon and Jude
	10.00am
12.10pm

	St Anthony’s
St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service
Marie Leavey, 1st anniversary

	Wednesday 29th October

	
12.10pm

	
St Mary’s

	
Sian Margaret & Samuel Inguillo, sick

	Thursday 30th October


	10.00am

12.10pm

	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Hugh McFeat, anniversary

Christine Moran, sick

	Friday 31st October
	12.10pm
	St Mary’s
	Robert Gillespie, recently died

	Saturday 1st November 

Solemnity of All Saints
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     

Michael & Sarah Garrity, anniversary

	Sunday 2nd November

Solemnity of All Saints
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Special Intention

People of our Parishes
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