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                   Parishes of St Anthony of Padua, Onchan; St Mary of the Isle & St Joseph, Douglas 
             Tel 01624 675509  Email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk Website www.manxcatholic.org
  
                 Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, 9th November 2025 ;  Remembrance Sunday
  (Year C for Sundays; Cycle 1 for weekdays)    
   (Readings: Page 1083) (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)

From the Presbytery desk……
Today the Liturgy keeps the anniversary of the Dedication of a Cathedral Church – the Cathedral of Rome, often known as The Lateran Basilica. Tradition has it that the Emperor Constantine gifted the land, which was occupied by a place belonging to the Laterani family, to the then Bishop of Rome, Pope Sylvester 1st, who built a church here in the year 324AD.
This is the oldest and ranks first among the four great patriarchal basilicas of Rome. ( The Lateran, Saint Peter at the Vatican, Saint Paul outside the Walls and Saint Mary Major on the Esqualine Hill ) 
Although the Pope currently lives at the Vatican, near the burial site of the Apostle Peter, it is The Lateran which is his Cathedral as Bishop of Rome ( the building which includes the CATHEDRA, the chair of the teaching ministry of the Bishop ). That is why, soon after his election as Pope, the Bishop of Rome goes to the Lateran to ‘take possession’ of his Cathedral. It is also at the Lateran that the Bishop of Rome gathers together the priests and people of the Diocese of Rome for meetings through the year.

Also today we keep REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY as we recall and honour those who have given their lives in service of their country and for the freedom of their fellow country men and women. This afternoon (Sunday) at 3pm in the Royal Chapel at St. John’s there will be a National Service of Remembrance – to which all are welcome.
The wearing of the Poppy supports the work of the Royal British Legion. 
From short-term relief to lifelong support, your contribution ensures they can be there to support serving personnel, veterans, and their families - whatever the need, whenever it is needed. 

The inspiration for the wearing and use of the use of the Poppy appears to be drawn from the poem by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, written on May 3rd 1915 after the death of his friend at the second battle of Ypres 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Traditionally Rosemary was also used as a plant signifying remembrance and that is why you sometimes see rosemary and poppies combined in wreaths.      

On Friday 28 November at 7pm there will be a special REMEMBRANCE SERVICE and NIGHT PRAYER at Saint Anthony’s, Onchan, when we invite the Community to gather in prayer in remembrance of our deceased loved ones. Please feel free to invite your neighbours and members of local church communities and parishes to join us for this service.

Canon Philip

The Holy Souls will be remembered during our November Masses. Envelopes are available at the back of church to include the names of those you wish to be remembered. These can then be placed in the box in front of the altar. 

Jubilee Icon Visit to the Isle of Man: Travel permitting, the Jubilee Icon will be arriving in the Isle of Man on this Sunday evening 9th November for a very brief visit. The Icon is in Liverpool Archdiocese for only a short timeframe, but they were keen for it to make an appearance in the Jubilee Church of St Mary’s in Douglas. On Monday morning 10 November the Jubilee Icon will be in St Mary’s school for their morning assembly. On Monday mid-morning until mid-afternoon it will be placed in St Mary’s Church for any parishioners who wish to view it.       
CAFOD commissioned the icon by Mulugeta Araya, an Ethiopian artist, to commemorate and celebrate Jubilee Year 2025. Ethiopia was chosen because of its strong tradition of iconography, but also because of the Jubilee’s focus on liberation for those facing poverty, captivity, oppression or inequality. The Icon depicts words of Luke’s Gospel Ch 4:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

Archdiocese of Liverpool Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2026 will take place from 22 to 31 July 2026 which will be the 50th anniversary of the Youth Pilgrimage. Application forms are online at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk where young people aged 15-22 can apply. The Early Bird Discount of £50 for applications will finish at 9am on 10th November 2025. Deposit of £100 to be paid on application. As soon as you have applied, please email the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk so your safeguarding requirements can be processed for the Liverpool Youth Leaders.   


· St. Anthony’s Charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 13 November at 7.30pm in St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. The last session of 2025! Everyone welcome to come and join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle.
  
· Quiz Night: On Saturday 15 November, the Columba Club will be holding a Quiz Night, hosted by Paul Copparelli, to raise funds jointly for the Columba Club and the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage. There will also be a raffle on the night. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets are £10 per person to include a light supper. Reservations can be made with Richard Coase, Sandra Slann or Brian Murphy, or by contacting the Club on 673992.
· The ‘Warm and Cosy Hub’ continues each Monday and Friday from 10am until 2pm throughout the winter months in the Columba Club, Circular Road, Douglas. The Hub will provide a warm space offering company, refreshments and light lunches to which all are welcome. Thank you to the Knights of St Columba and volunteers. 


  

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 8th November 

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
	


5.00pm
	


St Mary’s
	


Caroline Coleman, sick

	Sunday 9th November
Remembrance Sunday
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Shaun O’Hare, 4th anniversary

	Monday 10th November
St Leo the Great
	
No Mass today
	
	
No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 11th November
St Martin of Tours
	10.00am
12.10pm

	St Anthony’s
St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service
Maureen & Bridget Henry

	Wednesday 12th November
St Josaphat

	12.10pm
	St Mary’s
	Holy Souls

	Thursday 13th November


	10.00am

12.00 noon

	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Holy Souls

Requiem Mass: Barbara McConvey

	Friday 14th November

	
12.00 noon
	
St Mary’s
	
Requiem Mass: Emily Kelly

	Saturday 15th November 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Day of the Poor
	11.00am to 12noon


5.00pm
	St Mary’s


St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     


Ann Fox, anniversary

	Sunday 16th November
World Day of the Poor
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

McCarrick family intentions
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