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Offering Masses for the Faithful Departed

As Catholics, we believe that if a person dies who is fundamentally good but is with sin (and which of us is without sin?), then they will not be condemned to Hell but God in His divine love and mercy will purify their soul. After this purification has been completed, the soul will have the holiness and purity needed to share in the beatific vision in heaven.
The Second Vatican Council affirmed, "This sacred council accepts loyally the venerable faith of our ancestors in the living communion which exists between us and our brothers and sisters who are in the glory of Heaven or who are yet being purified after their death...". Therefore, just as we pray for each other and share each other's burdens now, the faithful on earth can offer prayers and sacrifices to help the departed souls undergoing purification, and no better prayer could be offered than that of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
November is a month associated with praying for the dead. The month starts with All Saints Day where we ask those (named and unnamed) who have ascended to Heaven to pray for us. This is immediately followed by All Souls’ Day where we pray for all those in purgatory, people who were much like us, whose sin may have been less than ours. By pleading for them, we are inspired to lead purer lives. On that day, and during the entire month of November, we remember our departed brethren and ask for Masses to be said in remembrance of those close to us and others we may have neglected during the year.
This week we have special opportunities to remember our departed friends and relatives with Masses at 7pm on Wednesday in St. Mary’s and at 7pm on Thursday in St. Columba’s. Please try to come to one of them, light a candle and pray for those Souls waiting to enter Heaven and use the opportunity to purify yourself. 
                                                                                                                Deacon Graeme
            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 16th November

	Sunday 16th November
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish
Barrie Woodward (RIP)


	Monday 17th November
Monday in Ordinary Time 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 18th November
Tuesday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am
	Sr. Dr. Miriam Duggan (RIP)

	Wednesday 19th November 
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	7 pm
	Mass for deceased parents, relatives and friends 

	Thursday 20th November
Thursday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	7 pm
 
	Mass for deceased parents, relatives and friends

	Friday 21st h November
Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
	C/T

	10 am

	Ian James Younger (RIP)

	Saturday 22nd November
Memorial of St Cecilia 
	C/T
	10 am

10 45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 23rd November 
[bookmark: _Hlk213760891]Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King of the Universe  
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish
Joan Heffernan (RIP)



 
Responsorial Psalm: 
The Lord comes to judge the peoples with fairness

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia
Straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
Alleluia  

Communion Antiphon: 
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.



Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

Second Collection: There will be a collection next Sunday for Animate Youth.

Thank you to Fr. John Hindley for saying your Masses for us today.
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Parish Nativity: The parish nativity this year is on Sunday, 14th December at 3 pm at St Columba’s. As usual, we’d like to be as inclusive as possible. This is an invitation to all children and young people to take part. All are welcome. Invite your friends - they don’t need to be parishioners to join us. The more, the merrier. Rehearsals are on Sunday, 30th November and Sunday, 7th December after the 11 am Mass, with a dress rehearsal on Saturday, 13th December (time to be confirmed). We will be having a short meeting at St Columba’s after the 11 am mass on 23rd November to take names and whether they would prefer to be a narrator or actor. We can then make sure that there are parts for everyone doing what they’d prefer. If anyone can’t come on November 23rd but would like to take part, please contact Deacon Graeme at 435056 (email g.easton@rcaol.org.uk) or Stella at 412740 (email stellaharris13@icloud.com) know, and we’ll add you to the list.

Christmas Wreath Making Class: Anyone interested in the Christmas Wreath making class please email Sue at suemagee@me.com as she is taking numbers ready for the class on Saturday, 6th December.

SVP: Thank you all for your support in the past. The SVP Christmas Fayre is on Saturday, 29th November, and we once again will need your support so we can continue to help those in need in the south of the Island. We are looking for new unwanted gifts, bottles, raffle prizes, and homemade cakes and savouries. A box for your donations will be in each church porch throughout November. The hall will be open from 2-4 pm on Friday, 28th November, to accept items. Thank you.


Fairtrade sale: TODAY in St. Columba’s Hall from 12 to 4 pm. Please come along and support producers in the developing world to get a fair price for their goods. There will be a wide variety of craft and food items on sale, as usual. Equally as important, we will be serving homemade soup and bread, lunches, and puddings/cakes. All the money from refreshments goes directly to the Loreto Sisters and funds their work with orphaned children and trafficked women in Albania.

Christmas Mass Times: In the upcoming two Sundays, we will conduct a survey to determine the preferred Christmas Mass times for our parish community. You can find form at the back of each church; please mark the box for the Mass you plan to attend. Thank you for your participation.

Masses for deceased parents, relatives and friends. Please try to come to one of the Masses this week to pray for our deceased friends and relatives.

Mass Intentions:  Barrie Woodward, Ian James Younger, Sr. Dr. Miriam Duggan, Joan Heffernan, Heaney, Ross, and Doyle Family, Louise Heaney, and Garry Heaney.


Parish Diary
	29th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	6th December 
10 am to 12 pm
	Christmas wreath making class at St Columba’s Hall

	14th December 
3 pm  
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba’s



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details:  Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867. 

Second Collections Until the End of the Year
	23rd November
	Animate Youth

	14th December 
	Christmas Flowers 
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