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Christ the King of the Universe

This weekend, we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, a powerful reminder that our faith is a public proclamation of Christ’s sovereignty over all aspects of life. Instituted by Pope Pius XI in his 1925 encyclical, Quas Primas, this feast emerged in the aftermath of World War I to address the threats of violence, nationalism, and secularism that were leading nations away from Christ. The Pope emphasized that true peace can only be found under Christ’s reign and called on every Christian to witness to His kingship publicly.

Pope Pius XI highlighted the unique nature of Christ’s kingship, contrasting it with earthly rulers. Jesus reigns not through force but through His divine nature, His saving death and resurrection, and his guiding love, embodying a kingdom characterized by truth, justice, love, and peace. In today’s context, marred by division and uncertainty, Quas Primas encourages us to reflect on who truly rules our hearts and whether we allow Christ to influence our decisions and relationships.
The Sunday readings for Christ the King Sunday highlight God's anointing of David as king, affirm Christ's authority as the image of God, and depict His crucifixion, where his true kingship is revealed through mercy. Together, they invite us to embrace Christ’s reign in our lives and live as His faithful disciples.
As we near the end of the liturgical year, this feast serves as a spiritual “reset,” inviting us to renew our commitment to Christ. We are called to immerse ourselves in the Sacraments, deepen our prayer life, seek forgiveness, and serve the marginalized, aligning our actions with the heart of our King. Pope Pius XI reassured us that no matter the challenges we face, Christ will reign, and His kingdom is eternal. May this feast inspire us to embrace His truth, love, and peace in our lives, and empower us to proclaim, “Thy Kingdom come.” Let us rejoice in our role as disciples of Christ the King.                                                 
                                Fr. Joseph
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 23rd November

	Sunday 23rd November
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish
Joan Heffernan (RIP)

	Monday 24th November
Memorial of St Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 25th November
Tuesday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am
	Thanksgiving to the  Sacred Heart 

	Wednesday 26th November 
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am 
	Fr Edward Holmes (RIP)

	Thursday 27th November
Thursday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am 
 
	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Friday 28th November
Friday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T

	10 am

	Deceased priests of St Mary and St Columba Parish

	Saturday 29th November
Saturday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	10 am

10 45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 30th November 
First Sunday of Advent 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish
Ann Burge (90th Birthday)



 
Responsorial Psalm: 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David.
Alleluia  

Communion Antiphon: 
The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his people with peace. 








Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

Second Collection:  Today there will be a second collection for Animate Youth. 
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Parish Nativity: The parish nativity this year is on Sunday, 14th December at 3 pm at St Columba’s. As usual, we’d like to be as inclusive as possible. This is an invitation to all children and young people to take part. All are welcome. Invite your friends - they don’t need to be parishioners to join us. The more, the merrier. Rehearsals are on Sunday, 30th November and Sunday, 7th December after the 11 am Mass, with a dress rehearsal on Saturday, 13th December (time to be confirmed). We will be having a short meeting at St Columba’s after the 11 am mass on 23rd November to take names and whether they would prefer to be a narrator or actor. We can then make sure that there are parts for everyone doing what they’d prefer. If anyone can’t come on November 23rd but would like to take part, please contact Deacon Graeme at 435056 (email g.easton@rcaol.org.uk) or Stella at 412740 (email stellaharris13@icloud.com) know, and we’ll add you to the list.
Foodbank: Many thanks to all those who contributed to the wonderful Foodbank Collection. Please keep the recipients of your generosity in your prayers especially as the temperature begins to fall. Thank you, Father Joseph, for the support you give to this whole Parish action. Hope being enacted.
Fairtrade Sale: A huge thankyou to the fantastic soup makers, bread bakers and cake creators who made the refreshments for the fairtrade sale last Sunday and to everyone from the parish who came along to share lunch together and support fairtrade producers. The totals made were £843.20 for the Loreto sisters from refreshments £2322.15 in fairtrade sales. Thank you also to the usual suspects who set up the stalls, manned the soup cauldrons waited on and cleared up afterwards. Another amazing parish team effort.
SVP: Thank you all for your support in the past. The SVP Christmas Fayre is on Saturday, 29th November, and we once again will need your support so we can continue to help those in need in the south of the Island. We are looking for new unwanted gifts, bottles, raffle prizes, and homemade cakes and savouries. A box for your donations will be in each church porch throughout November. The hall will be open from 2-4 pm on Friday, 28th November, to accept items. Thank you.

Mass Intentions:  Joan Heffernan, Louise Heaney, Fr. Edward Holmes,and Ann Burge.








Parish Diary
	29th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	6th December 
10 am to 12 pm
	Christmas wreath making class at St Columba’s Hall

	14th December 
3 pm  
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba’s



If you have any thoughts on how we can celebrate the Jubilee Year as a parish, please talk to Deacon Alan or Deacon Graeme.  If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details:  Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867. 

Second Collections Until the End of the Year
	14th December 
	Christmas Flowers 
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