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                   Parishes of St Anthony of Padua, Onchan; St Mary of the Isle & St Joseph, Douglas 
             Tel 01624 675509  Email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk Website www.manxcatholic.org
  
   Solemnity of All Saints, 2nd November 2025
  (Year C for Sundays; Cycle 1 for weekdays)    
   (Readings: Page 1066) (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)

From the Presbytery desk……
In our Catholic Tradition – and indeed in many other cultures -  November is a month of remembrance and a month of the Holy Souls: it must be something about the changing of the clocks, the drawing in of the days and the increasing coldness of nature around us which makes us think about the brightness of hope and the security of hearth and home.

Indeed for us November does not begin with the remembrance of the dead ( All Souls ) but with the proclamation of the victory of the Resurrection in the Holy Ones across the centuries ( All Saints ). All Saints – or All Hallows as it is sometimes called – is a celebration of light which has victory over darkness and the fulness of Life which makes sense even of physical death itself. All Hallows eve – the day before All Saints – is presented as a night on which ghouls and spirits run amuck precisely because they realise that the power of Light, the power of the Resurrection is stronger than anything they can muster! 

Through the month of November, liturgies in our parishes will present us with many opportunities to remember our families and friends who have “gone before us marked with the sign of Faith”  - not forgetting, of course the ones who has no one to pray for them’. Our Catholic sense and spirituality is wide enough to embrace those whom we have never met in life but who are very much our brothers and sisters in Christ!

           Into your hands, Father of mercies,
           we commend our brother and sisters
           in the sure and certain hope
           that, together with all who have died in Christ,
           they will rise with him on the last day.

           We give you thanks for the blessings
           which you have bestowed upon them in this life:
           they are signs to us of your goodness
           and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ.

           Merciful Lord,
           turn toward us and listen to our prayers:
           open the gates of paradise to your servants
           and help us who remain
           to comfort one another with assurances of faith,
           until we all meet in Christ
           and are with you and our brother and sisters for ever.

           We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
           - Prayer of Commendation, Order of Christian Funerals, adapted.

Canon Philip

The Holy Souls will be remembered during our November Masses. Envelopes are available at the back of church to include the names of those you wish to be remembered. These can then be placed in the box in front of the altar. 

Archdiocese of Liverpool Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2026 will take place from 22 to 31 July 2026 which will be the 50th anniversary of the Youth Pilgrimage. Application forms are online at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk where young people aged 15-22 can apply. The Early Bird Discount of £50 for applications has been extended to 9am on 10th  November 2025. Deposit of £100 to be paid on application. As soon as you have applied, please email the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk so your safeguarding requirements can be processed for the Liverpool Youth Leaders.   
Building renovation work in St Mary’s: Please continue to take extra care entering and leaving church while renovation work is in progress. Could parents please supervise their children responsibly at all times while in church.  

· T and Chat will meet on 4 November 2025 from 10.30am - 12 noon. The Group looks forward to Michael Josem from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission joining them. Everyone will be warmly welcomed and refreshments will be served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for more information.

· Altar servers: A preparation course for Altar Servers begins on Saturday 1st November from 10am to 10.30am in St Mary’s Church. The course is open to any girl or boy who has already made their First Holy Communion. For safeguarding and GDPR reasons, names of those wishing to attend should be emailed to the parish office by their parents. All children attending must be accompanied by a parent or carer. Altar servers are also required for St Anthony’s Church, Onchan. Please email St Mary’s Parish Office if your child is interested in serving on the altar.

· The ‘Warm and Cosy Hub’ continues each Monday and Friday from 10am until 2pm throughout the winter months in the Columba Club, Circular Road, Douglas. The Hub will provide a warm space offering company, refreshments and light lunches to which all are welcome. Thank you to the Knights of St Columba and volunteers. 

· The Red Mill Hill Missionary Boxes for St. Anthony’s Church, Onchan, will be emptied this week. Please leave boxes in the usual place in the Church porch at St. Anthony’s. 
  

· Quiz Night: On Saturday 15 November, the Columba Club will be holding a Quiz Night, hosted by Paul Copparelli, to raise funds jointly for the Columba Club and the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage. There will also be a raffle on the night. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets are £10 per person to include a light supper. Reservations can be made with Richard Coase, Sandra Slann or Brian Murphy, or by contacting the Club on 673992.

· Island Spirituality Network (ISN): Next meeting will be held on Saturday 8 November from 10am – 1pm at St. John’s Mill. The speaker will be Darren Prince, London team leader of InnerCHANGE, a Christian order that journeys with those living in poverty. His theme will be “Community & Mission on the Margins. All welcome.

· Invitation from Michael Manning, 8th Manx Bard, to a free poetry and music concert to launch the release of his book, Graih: Prophetic-Utopian Poems, on Saturday 8 November at 7.30pm at Broadway Baptist Church,
Douglas. Guests include Annie Kissack, Phil Gawne and Adele Harris. All welcome. Tea and Cake provided. 

  

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 1st November 

Solemnity of All Saints
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Michael & Sarah Garrity, anniversary 

	Sunday 2nd November

Solemnity of All Saints
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Special Intention

People of our Parishes

	Monday 3rd November
All Souls’ Day
	
No Mass today
	
	
No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 4th November
St Charles Borromeo
	10.00am
12.10pm

	St Anthony’s
St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service
Edward Fargher, anniversary

	Wednesday 5th November

	12.10pm
	St Mary’s
	Trudy Cain, 6th anniversary

	Thursday 6th November


	10.00am

12.10pm

	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Evelyn Denver, 9th anniversary

Maisie Murray, intentions

	Friday 7th November
St Willibrord
	12.10pm
	St Mary’s
	Helen Lockley, recently died, and her family

	Saturday 8th November 

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Remembrance Sunday
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     

Caroline Coleman, sick

	Sunday 9th November

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
Remembrance Sunday
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Shaun O’Hare, 4th anniversary
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