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                   Parishes of St Anthony of Padua, Onchan; St Mary of the Isle & St Joseph, Douglas 
             Tel 01624 675509  Email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk Website www.manxcatholic.org
  
                 Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, 23rd November 2025 
Youth Sunday
  (Year C for Sundays; Cycle 1 for weekdays)    
   (Readings: Page 998) (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)

From the Presbytery desk……
This weekend we keep the Feast of Christ the King. Although only established by Pope Pius XI as part of the Liturgical Calendar in 1925, it bears witness to the constant faith of the Christian Church that Christ, as King of hearts, minds and lives, is the ultimate law-giver, model and mentor for our fruitful and wholesome living. To embrace the wisdom of the Gospel and the example that Christ has given to us in his life, death and Resurrection is to live by the values and virtues of His Kingdom.
This is beautifully summed-up in the words of the PREFACE the first part of the Eucharistic Prayer prayed this weekend.
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give You thanks.
You anointed Jesus Christ, Your only Son, with the oil of gladness,
as the eternal priest and universal king.
As priest He offered His life on the altar of the cross
and redeemed the human race by this one perfect sacrifice of peace.
As king He claims dominion over all creation,
that He may present to You, His almighty Father,
an eternal and universal kingdom:
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love, and peace.
This Sunday is also the final Sunday of the Liturgical Year. When we gather next weekend, it is to celebrate the First Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the new year for the Church. 

Archbishop John has written a Pastoral Letter to be read aloud in all churches and chapels of the Archdiocese of Liverpool this weekend. Audio and video versions are available on the Diocesan website, www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk 
********************
IOM Foodbank Christmas Collection: Volunteers are required to help with the 3-day Christmas Collection from Tesco. Sessions are 10am to 6pm in 2-hour shifts on these Collection Days:                                                                             Thursday 27 November;  Friday 28 November and Saturday 29 November
It is hoped that for the first time that both Tesco Lake Road and Tesco Little Switzerland will be covered. Anyone wishing to do multiple sessions would be very welcome. Please text or email your preferred day/time/venue and your mobile phone number to Neal Mellon, Director of IOM Foodbank, at nealogmellon@gmail.com or 469632 who is grateful to all those helping to make a difference. 
 
********************
On Friday 28 November at 7pm there will be a special REMEMBRANCE SERVICE and NIGHT PRAYER at Saint Anthony’s, Onchan, when we invite the Community to gather in prayer in remembrance of our deceased loved ones. Please feel free to invite your neighbours and members of local church communities and parishes to join us for this service.

There will be a 7pm Mass in St Anthony’s on 5 December, the first Friday of Advent. 

Canon Philip

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2026: Children attending St Mary’s Catholic Primary School are being prepared for First Holy Communion as part of the school’s RE curriculum. The school liaises with parents directly on arrangements. 
Parents and Guardians of Year 4 children living in our parishes who attend other non-Catholic schools who wish to make their First Holy Communion in 2026 are required to register their names by e-mail with the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk. They will then receive an application form followed by an invitation to attend evening classes at St Anthony’s, Onchan. Six sessions of preparation are required, taking place next Spring. Thank you to our parish catechists who lead the preparation course.

Archdiocese of Liverpool Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2026 will take place from 22 to 31 July 2026 which will be the 50th anniversary of the Youth Pilgrimage. Application forms are online at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk for young people aged 15-22. Deposit of £100 to be paid on application. When registered, please email the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk so your safeguarding requirements can be processed for the Liverpool Youth Leaders.   
  

· The Columba Club presents Disco Fever - 60's/70's Music Night this Saturday 22nd November 7pm until 11pm. Fancy Dress optional, dig out your bell bottoms and come along for a night of nostalgia. Admission £5.00.          See Richard Coase, Sandra Slann or Brian Murphy for more information.

· Blessing of the Crib at the Columba Club: This short service will take place at 3pm on Saturday 29 November at the Columba Club when the Advent figures will be placed in the Crib. The service will be accompanied by members of the Manx Youth Band. Doors will open at 2.40pm. After the service mulled wine, soft drinks, tea/coffee and mince pies will be served.  All welcome.  

· St. Anthony’s SVP Christmas Party for parishioners will be held on Saturday 6 December from 2-4 pm in St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. All welcome. For catering purposes, if you wish to attend, please add your names to the lists at St. Mary’s and St. Anthony’s churches.
· Preparation for Advent Ecumenical Course in St Peter’s Church, Onchan will be running at 7pm on each Tuesday beginning 25th November, then 2nd, 9th and 16th December. Short videos presented by Anglican Bishop Tricia Hillas will be shown each week on ancient Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Everyone welcome. Please see the poster at the back of church.  
· T & Chat will meet on 2 December 2025 at St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am – 12noon. The Group is delighted to welcome back Onchan School Choir who will entertain with carols and songs to lead us into the festive season. Please come along. Everyone will be warmly welcomed, refreshments served. For any information, please contact Josie on 406063. The Group would like to say thank you to Michael Josem for a very interesting talk on the War Graves Commission at their last meeting. 
· The ‘Warm and Cosy Hub’ continues each Monday and Friday from 10am until 2pm throughout the winter months in the Columba Club, Circular Road, Douglas.

· Members of the ‘Friends of St Mary’s School’ association will be selling Advent candles after our weekend Masses to raise funds for the school. Candles are priced at £3.50 each or 3 for £10.   


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 22nd November 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Youth Sunday
	


5.00pm
	


St Mary’s
	


Brian Leneghan, 90th birthday anniversary

	Sunday 23rd November

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Youth Sunday
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	David Killey, anniversary

People of our Parishes (and Canon Brendan’s 90th birthday anniversary)

	Monday 24th November
St Andrew Dũng-Lac & Companions
	
No Mass today
	
	
No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 25th November
St Catherine of Alexandria
	10.00am
12.10pm

	St Anthony’s
St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service
Holy Souls

	Wednesday 26th November

	12.10pm
	St Mary’s
	Peter Simpson, anniversary

	Thursday 27th November


	10.00am

12.10pm

	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Holy Souls

George Bridson, anniversary

	Friday 28th November

	12.10pm

7.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Anthony’s
	Billy Mulhall, recently died

Remembrance Service & Night Prayer

	Saturday 29th November 

First Sunday of Advent
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     

Ann Fox, deceased

	Sunday 30th November

First Sunday of Advent
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Brenda Park, anniversary

People of our Parishes
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