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                 3rd Sunday of Advent, 14th December 2025, Gaudete Sunday
  (Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays)    
   (Readings: Page 13) (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)


From the Presbytery desk……
It was in the year 1223 a young man called Francesco from Assisi created the first Christmas crib in a small cave outside the small Italian town of Greccio in the Rieti-valley. 
Francesco – perhaps better known to us as Saint Francis of Assisi - was recalling a visit he had made years before to Bethlehem, and he resolved to create an image of the manger he had seen there so that others could share the joy he felt. Unlike our custom of having statues in the crib, Francis created a living representation of the scene of Bethlehem. 
It is strange to think that it took over 1200 years to begin a custom which today we very much take for granted… it has ALWAYS been like this at Christmas! In the devotional life of the Church, actions and visuals come and go but what is CONSTANT is the fact of the gift which is given to us in the Feast
God the Father so loves the world that he gives us his only Son (John 3:16, adapted)
Next Sunday (4th Sunday of Advent) you are invited to bring with you to Mass the image of the Christ Child that will be placed in your Crib at home. We will ask God’s blessing upon that object of devotion, on yourself and your family as we draw near to the Feasts of Christmas. 
This custom – sometimes called the BAMBINELLO (little child) was instituted in Rome in the time of Pope Paul VI and continued in the papacy of Saint Pope John Paul II and up until the present day. This is the prayer of blessing used by Pope Benedict in 2008….
God, our Father, you so loved humankind
that you sent us your only Son Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary,
to save us and lead us back to you.

We pray that with your Blessing these images of Jesus,
who is about to come among us,
may be a sign of your presence and love in our homes.

Good Father, give your Blessing to us too,
to our parents, to our families and to our friends.

Open our hearts, so that we may be able to receive Jesus in joy,
always do what he asks and see him in all those who are in need of our love.

We ask you this in the name of Jesus, your beloved Son, who comes to give the world peace.
He lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
Our thanks and congratulations to members of the Tallis Consort who shared with us a most beautiful concert last Monday evening at Saint Mary in Douglas. Entitled GAUDE, the Latin for rejoice, it was a lovely journey through Advent and Christmastide music, ending up with a Hymn to the Virgin Mary – doubly suitable as the concert was held on 8th December, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.
Today we light the third candle on the Advent Wreath and the colour is ROSE. The entrance antiphon for the Masses this weekend is: Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say rejoice. 
In Latin the invitation that we should all rejoice is GAUDETE, giving the Sunday its familiar name, GAUDETE SUNDAY. 

Advent Reconciliation
While we continue as always with the Saturday morning (11am to Midday) availability of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) at Saint Mary in Douglas, the Catholic Communities on the Island are also offering evening services where 2 or 3 priests will be available for Confessions:
· Tuesday 16th December 7pm - Star of the Sea, Ramsey
· Thursday 18th December 7pm - Saint Columba, Port Erin
· Friday 19th December 7pm - Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School: Parents/Grandparents who have, or know of any, children due to start school in September 2026 are requested to register them at St. Mary’s School before January 2026. Children living anywhere on the Island who are baptised in the Catholic church are eligible to attend our school. Preparation for First Holy Communion forms part of the Religious Education programme. Parents who have any questions or queries are invited to contact the school headteacher Mrs Donna Martin at StMarysEnquiries@sch.im or by ‘phoning school on 673807.


· The final session of the Advent Ecumenical Course in St Peter’s Church, Onchan will take place at 7pm on Tuesday 16th December. Everyone welcome. Please see the poster at the back of church.
· Hosanna Rock: We look forward to welcoming the pupils, teachers and staff from St. Mary’s School on Thursday 18th December at 10.15am when the children will perform their Christmas celebration “Hosanna Rock” in church. Thanks to the teachers, school staff, parents and pupils who together put a lot of work into this performance. “Hosanna Rock” will be livestreamed for family members who are unable to attend.
· T and Chat will next meet on Tuesday 6th January 2026 from 10.30am to 12 noon at St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. The Group is delighted to welcome Bill and Roseanna Dale from Beach Buddies. Everyone will be warmly welcomed and refreshments will be served. For further information please contact Josie on 406063. The Group would like to thank Onchan School Choir for singing so beautifully at the December meeting. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our ladies and gentlemen who attend and a big thank you to all the volunteers. 
· The ‘Warm and Cosy Hub’ continues each Monday and Friday from 10am - 2pm throughout the winter months in the Columba Club, Circular Road, Douglas. With thanks to the volunteers who provide hot soup & drinks. 

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 13th December 

Third Sunday of Advent
Gaudete Sunday
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Mary Judge, recently died

	Sunday 14th December
Gaudete Sunday
Third Sunday of Advent
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Patrick & Mary Reaney, anniversary

	Monday 15th December
	No Mass today
	
	No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 16th December

	10.00am
12.10pm

	St Anthony’s
St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service
Margaret Sherry, anniversary

	Wednesday 17th December

	10.45am
12.10pm
	Crematorium
St Mary’s
	Funeral Service:  Marguerita Lloyd
Brendan Flanagan, sick

	Thursday 18th December

	10.00am

10.15am

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Mary Shimmin, recently died

Hosanna Rock Nativity by St Mary’s School 

Marie Higgins, recently died

	Friday 19th December

	10.00am

12.10pm

7.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s 
	Funeral Service:  Maura Tomlinson

M.D., sick

Advent Reconciliation Service

	Saturday 20th December 

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Day of prayer for expectant mothers
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     

Jim Kneen, anniversary

	Sunday 21st December

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Day of prayer for expectant mothers
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

90th Birthday 




Archdiocese of Liverpool Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2026 will take place from 22 to 31 July 2026 which will be the 50th anniversary of the Youth Pilgrimage. Application forms are online at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk for young people aged 15-22. Deposit of £100 to be paid on application. When registered, please email the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk so your safeguarding requirements can be processed for the Liverpool Youth Leaders.   
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