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                   Parishes of St Anthony of Padua, Onchan; St Mary of the Isle & St Joseph, Douglas 
             Tel 01624 675509  Email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk Website www.manxcatholic.org
  
                 4th Sunday of Advent, 21st December 2025, Day of prayer for expectant mothers
and
Feast of The Holy Family, 28th December 2025
  (Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays)    
   (Readings: Page 17 - 4th Sunday of Advent;  Page 40 – Feast of The Holy Family) 
(Page 449 for Order of the Mass)


From the Presbytery desk……

As this newsletter covers two weeks (today and NEXT Sunday) I will say …. Happy 4th Sunday of Advent and Happy Feast of the Holy Family!! (with the small matter of December 25th between them!)

The season now becomes very glitzy and glittery, with gifts exchanged and rich and lovely food and drink shared – and all of this because of a GIFT that once was given at Bethlehem and that daily is given to us through the Mass and the other Sacraments of the Church.

In fact Advent has been split into two distinct parts – PART 1 which was from the first Sunday through until 17th December and now PART 2 in which we find ourselves today (21st December) which is marked by the great ‘O Antiphons’ - perhaps most familiar to us through the singing of the carol ‘O Come. O come Emmanuel’. The O Antiphons were originally sung at Evening Prayer of the Church each day and expressed the longing of God’s people – O Come……

The O Antiphons are very lovely in their text (if you have access, look them up on https://www.usccb.org/prayers/o-antiphons-advent ) and I am particularly  drawn to the first of the antiphons, December 17th, which longs for  WISDOM . It is described, in latin, as suaviter sed fortiter - gentle yet strong. That is a lovely thing to aim for in our Christian lives: that we should be strong yet gentle in the profession of our Christian Faith, in words and in deeds.


The blessing of the Bambinelli on 4th Sunday of Advent 
God, our Father you so loved humankind
that you sent us your only Son Jesus,
born of the Virgin Mary,
to save us and lead us back to you.

We pray that with your Blessing these images of Jesus,
who is about to come among us,
may be a sign of your presence and
love in our homes.

Good Father, give your Blessing to us too,
to our parents, to our families and to our friends.

Open our hearts, so that we may be able to receive Jesus in joy,
always do what he asks and see him in all those
who are in need of our love.

We ask you this in the name of Jesus,
your beloved Son who comes to give the world peace.

He lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 


Today (21ST December) is the winter Solstice – the shortest day and longest night of the Year;  for some is the beginning of Winter. From now on – albeit imperceptibly – the daylight hours are growing longer .….

****************
A very warm welcome to all who will join us for the celebrations of the Christmas Feasts – both present in our churches and those who join us on-line from around the world!  May the peace and blessing of the Christ Child be with us all

In one of the famous carols which we will sing it says ‘how silently, how silently the wondrous gift is  given’ and originally when these words were written they naturally referred to the birth of Jesus. Allow me to extend this image also to those who very silently but with great fidelity and generosity work to make our parishes places of welcome and service throughout the year. THANK YOU to you all …… readers and servers, musicians and choir, ministers of Holy Communion, flower arrangers, cleaners, candle carers,  tea and coffee makers, teachers and catechists, members of the SVP and those who work in the hospital and prison, the FoodBank and the Columba Club ‘warm and cosy ‘ days, T and Chat at Onchan………the list is very extensive but you know who you all are…. THANK YOU! Your work may be behind the scenes……but it is never taken for granted!

And a sincere thank you for the warmth of your welcome and hospitality to me as I return to The Island after 10 years away! It certain does feel like coming home………

Our good wishes and prayers are also with Monsignor John as he celebrates his first Christmas in retirement back over in Liverpool.

We may be on our own for Christmas Lunch or with family and friends who are near to us…. but it is good always to give thanks for the food we receive

Bless us + O Lord and these your gifts which we are about to receive from your goodness, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

****************
For a few days after Christmas we are delighted to welcome Father Marco Settembrini to our parishes. Don Marco is from the Archdiocese of Bologna in Italy and taught at the Beda College when I was there as Rector. Benvenuto Don Marco !!

****************
The Feast of the Holy Family (December 28th) also marks the official ending of the Jubilee Year, Pilgrims into Hope. That doesn’t mean that we stop being pilgrims into hope – it’s just that Pope Leo will formally close the Holy Doors at the 4 main Basilicas in Rome.

God our Father,                                                                                                                                                                           in this Jubilee Year you have opened to your Church the way of salvation
and filled your sons and daughters with the hope that comes from you.                                             
Receive our good intentions and welcome our desire to convert our lives to you,                                    
so that we may be true witnesses of the Gospel.                                                                                                       Through the grace of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                                 guide our steps towards the blessed hope of seeing your face in the heavenly Jerusalem, 
where your Kingdom will come to its perfect fullness and all will be accomplished in Christ your Son.                                                                                                                                                                         He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.    
Amen
CRIB OFFERINGS 2025
As is customary we will have collection baskets at the Cribs in both our churches;  donations made this year will be divided between FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND and HOUSING MATTERS IOM, an Isle Of Man registered charity providing advice, guidance and support to local families and individuals in housing crisis.
Thank you. 

Sadly the works at Saint Mary in Douglas have run over a little and the painting and completion will not be until the first weeks of the new year. 

Canon Philip
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· T and Chat will meet on Tuesday 6th January 2026 from 10.30am to 12 noon at St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. The Group is delighted to welcome Bill and Roseanna Dale from Beach Buddies. Everyone will be warmly welcomed and refreshments will be served. For further information please contact Josie on 406063. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our ladies and gentlemen who attend and a big thank you to the volunteers. 



St Mary’s Catholic Primary School: Parents/Grandparents who have, or know of any, children due to start school in September 2026 are requested to register them at St. Mary’s School before January 2026. Children living anywhere on the Island who are baptised in the Catholic church are eligible to attend our school. Parents who have any questions or queries are invited to contact the school headteacher Mrs Donna Martin at StMarysEnquiries@sch.im or by ‘phoning the school on 673807.




Archdiocese of Liverpool Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2026 will take place from 22 to 31 July 2026 which will be the 50th anniversary of the Youth Pilgrimage. Application forms are online at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk for young people aged 15-22. Deposit of £100 to be paid on application. When registered, please email the parish office saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk so your safeguarding requirements can be processed for the Liverpool Youth Leaders. 
  

Masses and Services for the next two weeks
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 20th December 

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Day of prayer for expectant mothers

	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Jim Kneen, anniversary

	Sunday 21st December
Day of prayer for expectant mothers
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

90th Birthday

	Monday 22nd December
	
No Mass today

	
	
No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 23rd December
St John of Kanty
	10.00am
12.10pm


	St Anthony’s
St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service
Helen & John Cowburn-Wood & families

	Wednesday 24th December



First Masses of Christmas -
Vigil of the Nativity

	
12.10pm

2.00pm

5.30pm

8.00pm
(Carols from 7.30pm)

10.00pm	
(Carols from 9.30pm)

	
St Mary’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s


St Mary’s
	
Fr. Brian Dougherty, deceased

Come to the Manger Service

All our Christmas Intentions

All our Christmas Intentions


All our Christmas Intentions

	Thursday 25th December

The Nativity of the Lord
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	All our Christmas Intentions

All our Christmas Intentions

	
Friday 26th December
St Stephen, First Martyr
	
12.10pm

	
St Mary’s

	
All our Christmas Intentions

	Saturday 27th December 

Feast of The Holy Family
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     

John Byrne, anniversary

	Sunday 28th December

Feast of The Holy Family
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Louis Van Lier

People of our Parishes

	Monday 29th December
St Thomas Becket (Canterbury)
	
No Mass today
	
	
No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 30th December

	10.00am

12.10pm

	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Stefanija Burinskene, anniversary

	Wednesday 31st December
St Sylvester I
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Paddy Gaffey & family

	Thursday 1st January 2026

Mary, the Holy Mother of God
	10.00am

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Michael Mulholland, anniversary

Bega Spaine, anniversary

	
Friday 2nd January 2026
St Basil the Great and St Gregory Nazianzen 
	
12.10pm

	
St Mary’s

	
James Dowling, recently died


	Saturday 3rd January 2026

2nd Sunday after the Nativity
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions     

Noel Cowin, recently died

	Sunday 4th January 2026

2nd Sunday after the Nativity
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Stephen Craig, 35th anniversary

People of our Parishes
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