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 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
Isaiah 35:1-10, James 5:7-10. Matthew 11:2-11
Today’s liturgical colour is Rose which symbolises anticipation and a halt from the penitential violet that depicts the rest of the advent season. This 3rd Sunday of Advent is referred to as the GAUDETE Sunday which in Latin means REJOICE. This is particularly because the joy of the coming of the Lord is imminent.

Prophet Isaiah in the first reading of today (Is. 35:1-10) speaks of the blossoming nature of the desert and the ransomed of the Lord making their way back to Zion singing, and with everlasting Joy; a prophetic vision that assures God’s vindication and salvation where the blind sees, the lame walks, the deaf hears and the mute sings for joy. These are the signs that follow the arrival of the Lord as the Messiah which his people are anxiously waiting for.

St. James on his own part calls on Christ’s followers to be patient and steadfast like the farmer who is waiting patiently for his harvest or a prophet who endures his suffering in view of the return of the Messiah which certainly comes with justice and reward.

Jesus was asked this worrisome question by John the Baptist through his disciples, “are you the one who is to come or do we wait for another”? In the Gospel of Matthew (Matt.11:2-11) Jesus responded to John not by pointing to his titles but to all that he has done that speaks volumes. According to prophet Isaiah, the poor received good news and the sick healed. This alludes to the very fact that the Messiah has come, and a confirmation that John the Baptist was a true prophet of God who came to facilitate Jesus’ reign.

Dear friends, true joy comes from recognising the “immanent Jesus” that is to say Jesus as Immanuel, (God with us) and the demonstration of God’s presence within humanity and history. And ultimately, the “imminence of Christ's return” which points to Jesus’ second coming emphasising his nearness which can happen at any moment. 

                                                                                                         Fr. Augustine 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 14th December

	Sunday 14th December
Third Sunday in Advent
	C/T

P/E
P/E
	9 am

11 am
3 pm 

	Deceased members of the Doherty and King Family
People of the Parish
Nativity Service


	Monday 15th December 
Monday in 3rd week of Advent
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 16th December 
Tuesday in 3rd week of Advent 
	P/E
	10 am
	Special Intention 

	Wednesday 17th December
Wednesday in 3rd week of Advent 
	C/T
	10 am 
	Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart for the intention received

	Thursday 18th December 
Thursday in 3rd week of Advent
	P/E
P/E
	10 am 
       7 pm 
	Kath Gresty (Sick)
Advent Reconciliation Service

	Friday 19th December 
Friday in 3rd week of Advent 
	C/T

	10 am

	[bookmark: _Hlk216340327]Kayleigh Mc Andrew (RIP)

	Saturday 20th December 
Saturday in 3rd week of Advent  
	C/T
	10 am

10 45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 21st December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Walter Gibbons (RIP)


 
Responsorial Psalm: 
Come, Lord, and save us.

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia
The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor.  
Alleluia  

Communion Antiphon: 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.








Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

Second Collection: There is a second collection today to gather funds for the flowers that will adorn both churches throughout the Christmas season.

Christmas Envelopes:  A Season of Giving. As we enter this festive season, I invite you to reflect on the generous support we received last year, which greatly helped our parish during the winter months. This year, the Christmas donations from the envelopes will be split evenly: half will bolster our parish, allowing it to continue its essential work, while the other half will support the Friends of the Holy Land, extending our compassion to those in need beyond our community. Let’s unite in the spirit of giving and make a meaningful impact this Christmas. Your contribution, no matter the amount, can bring hope and joy to many. Thank you for your generosity!

Advent Reconciliation Service: It is for our spiritual preparation: Advent is a season of waiting and preparation for the celebration of Christmas. The Reconciliation Service offers individuals an opportunity to reflect on their lives, seek forgiveness, and spiritually prepare for the coming of Christ. I urge you all to attend this vital service, scheduled for Thursday, 18th December, at 7 pm at St. Columba’s Church. There is an Advent Reconciliation service for St Mary’s and St Anthony’s Onchan parishes which will be held at St Anthony of Padua Onchan on Friday 19th December at 7 pm. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211502915]Parish Nativity: Today will be the parish nativity today at 3 pm at St Columba’s. Please come along - it’s a wonderful parish celebration singing along to the fantastic Rushen Silver Band. As usual, there will be refreshments in the hall afterwards, and all food contributions are gratefully received. You are very welcome, as are any of your friends.

Mass Intentions: If you would like to request a Mass intention for the Christmas period, specifically for the weeks starting on 22nd December and 29th December, please ensure that you submit your intention to the office by 17th December. Thank you!

Mass Intentions: Deceased members of the Doherty and King Family, Walter Gibbons, Kayleigh Mc Andrew, Kath Gresty, Ian Younger, and Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart for the intention received.










Parish Diary
	Thursday 18th December
7 pm
	Reconciliation Service at St Columba’s

	Christmas Day 
	St Mary’ Church C/T: Mass at 9:00 a.m.
St. Columba Church P/E: Mass at 11:00. a.m.



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details:  Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867. 


“Let us prepare the way for the Lord by making our hearts humble and ready to receive Him” St. Gregory the Great
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