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Fourth Sunday of Advent II –Isaiah 7:10-14, Rom 1:1-7, Mtt. 1:18-24
The Readings of this Sunday centre on the INCARNATION of our Lord Jesus Christ and the profound mystery of “God with us” (Emmanuel); indicating the Divine promise, Cooperation, Human trust and the Radical nature of God’s love in human history.
Isaiah in the first reading (Isaiah 7:10-14) presents a dialogue where God tells Ahaz to ask for a sign but he refused; God then promised that a virgin would bear a son whose name shall be called Emmanuel” implying that the Divine WILL and PLAN cannot be frustrated by human scepticism. The sign that a virgin shall conceive is a paradox that challenges the limits of natural law and elevates God as the Alpha and the Omega, working within the natural order.
The incarnation therefore is an assertion of God’s presence in the disordered reality of human situation wherein He didn’t have to become human but chose to do so because of His infinite quest for human salvation; a confirmation that humanity is never alone.
In response to this radical unmerited love of God, human beings therefore should reciprocate, through acts of kindness, compassion and selflessness. They should act as God’s ambassadors and the instruments of His presence in the world.
My dear people of God, the central message uniting today’s readings is God’s unconditional love expressed in the incarnation, which St. Paul (Rm.1:1-7) referred to as the “promised son of God” Jesus who comes to foster a new relationship with humanity.
St. Joseph in the Gospel of (Mtt.1:18-24) faces a societal/personal dilemma concerning Mary’s condition occasioned by her pregnancy. His decision to divorce Mary secretly, rooted in the law was thwarted by a Divine message in his dream. This can only be accepted by a spirit-filled personality; one who trusts God and upholds the Divine initiatives and mandates above his personal agenda.
To recognise God’s plan is key and to remain focus in His lead is Divine. Therefore, the period of Advent offers us inexhaustible grace and challenges us to live the lives which should be built on unwavering trust and commitment to God.
Fr. Augustine 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 21st December

	Sunday 21st December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	C/T
P/E

	   9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Walter Gibbons (RIP)

	Monday 22nd December 
Weekday in 4th week of Advent 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 23rd December 
Weekday in 4th week of Advent   
	P/E
	10 am
	Thomas, Teresa, and Oliver Lannon (RIP)

	Wednesday 24th December
Weekday in 4th week of Advent 
	C/T
	10 am 
	Fr. Paddy Gaffney (RIP)

	Thursday 25th December 
[bookmark: _Hlk216946832]Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
	C/T
P/E
	9 am  
 11 am   

	SVP Christmas List 
Jim Doherty 

	Friday 26th December 
Feast of St Stephen 
	C/T

	10 am

	Lucy and Benny Gresty (Ann) 

	Saturday 27th December 
Feast of St John 
	C/T
	10 am

10 45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 28th December 
Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish
Special Intention - in thanks for prayers answered



 

[bookmark: _Hlk216786615]Responsorial Psalm: 
Let the Lord enter; he is king of Glory.

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia
Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel which means God is with us.
Alleluia  

[bookmark: _Hlk216786919]Communion Antiphon: 
Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.



Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)


[bookmark: _Hlk211502915]Nativity Service: Many thanks to everyone who came to the nativity last Sunday and made it such a joyful celebration. Thanks to all the narrators, actors, parents, and nativity helpers, plus all those who worked behind the scenes making food, preparing the hall, cleaning, and tidying up afterwards. Another wonderful Parish team effort. The donations for the CAFOD Middle East Humanitarian Appeal came to a fantastic £427.10.


Mass Intentions: Walter Gibbons, Thomas, Teresa, and Oliver Lannon, Fr. Paddy Gaffney, Jim Doherty, Lucy and Benny Gresty and Special Intention.


When will the Jubilee close?

The Jubilee Year, themed “Pilgrims of Hope,” officially began on 24th December 2024. This start was marked by the opening of the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica in Rome, which is the traditional liturgical way the Catholic Church inaugurates a Jubilee Year.
In Rome: The Jubilee Year concludes on the Feast of the Epiphany, 6 January 2026.

In the Archdiocese of Liverpool, the Jubilee will close on Sunday, 28 December, the Feast of the Holy Family. To mark this occasion, Archbishop John Sherrington will celebrate Mass at 11:00 am on Sunday, 28 December at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King. All are welcome to attend.

St. Mary and St. Columba Parish, due to the absence of some parishioners and friends from the Island, the Parish Pastoral Council, with the approval of the Parish Administration Team, has decided to celebrate the conclusion of the Jubilee on March 1, 2026. The organizing team will provide the program as soon as possible.














“Let us prepare the way for the Lord by making our hearts humble and ready to receive Him” St. Gregory the Great
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