[bookmark: _Hlk20488587]NEWSLETTER
[image: A red and white coat of arms

Description automatically generated][image: St. Anthony's Church in Onchan - Manx Scenes Photography]Parishes of Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan; Saint Mary of the Isle & Saint Joseph, Douglas 
             Tel 01624 675509  Email saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk Website www.manxcatholic.org
     4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 1st February 2026  
Racial Justice Sunday
(Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays; Psalter Week 4)
(Readings: Page 88)   (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)              



From the Presbytery desk……
On Monday (2nd February) the Church keeps the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, sometimes known as Candlemas. It recalls the day on which Mary and Joseph took the child Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem to give thanks for his birth. 
There they meet two venerable figures, Simeon and Anna, who speak to Mary and Joseph about the child Jesus and his life…. How he will be ‘a light to enlighten all peoples’ …. Hence the tradition of blessing and carrying candles on this day. Jesus is the Light. 
We will have Mass on Monday at Saint Mary’s School at 9.30am. Please come along to join us if you can – you will be very welcome. 
The Crib Scene will be taken down at Saint Mary in Douglas on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. Thank you for your donations which will be sent to Friends of the Holy Land and Housing Matters IOM. 
***************
In the Prayer of the Church we use the words of Simeon in Night Prayer, the final ‘office’ or time of prayer in the day.
Antiphon: Save us Lord while we are awake, protect us while we sleep, that we may keep watch with Christ and rest with him in peace.
Now, Master, you let your servant go in peace. You have fulfilled your promise.
My own eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all peoples.
A light to bring the Gentiles from darkness; the glory of your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:                                                        
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

Antiphon: Save us Lord while we are awake, protect us while we sleep, that we may keep watch with Christ and rest with him in peace.
If you do not have a set formula of prayer for your nighttime, you may wish to us these words yourself.
***************
Remember that during the day Saint Mary in Douglas is kept open, (normally from 8am until sunset). It is lovely to see that through the day many people come in to light a candle and spend some time in prayer. During high winds and heavy rain please make sure the main door is closed behind you – so as to keep what little warmth we can generate in the church. 
In the recent heavy winds and rain, damage was caused to the roof at both churches – so if you see outside scaffold and work taking place over these next weeks, thank you for your understanding and consideration!
Canon Philip

First Holy Communion 2026
For children in Year 4 who attend Saint Mary’s School, the date for the celebration of First Holy Communion will be Saturday 2nd May (10.30am Mass at Saint Mary in Hill Street, Douglas). Preparation and catechesis for the children will take place in Saint Mary’s School.

Thank you to parents of children who attend other schools for responding to recent notices in our newsletter and for completing and returning First Holy Communion registration forms to the parish office. Emails were sent out from the parish office on Friday to all those registered to advise the dates of the First Holy Communion preparation sessions. These lessons will take place at Saint Anthony in Onchan. 

· Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome.
· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 3/2/2026 from 10.30am -12 noon at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Everyone will be warmly welcomed; refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information.

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 31st January 2026
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Racial Justice Sunday
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Fr. Brian Dougherty, deceased

	Sunday 1st February 2026
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Racial Justice Sunday
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Shirley Savage, anniversary

	Monday 2nd February 2026

The Presentation of the Lord
	
9.30am

No Mass today
	
St Mary’s School

St Mary’s
	
School Mass – All welcome

No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 3rd February 2026

St Blaise; St Ansgar
	10.00am

12.00 noon 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Requiem Mass:  Mary Evelyn Clague

	Wednesday 4th February 2026
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
Neville Gale, recently died

	Thursday 5th February 2026

St Agatha
	10.00am

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Robert Hackett, recently died

Joe Fox, recently died

	Friday 6th February 2026
St Paul Miki and Companions
	12.10pm

	St Mary’s
	Pat Gaffey, anniversary

	Saturday 7th February 2026

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions

Joan & Gordon Hollows, anniversary

	Sunday 8th February 2026
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Day of Prayer for victims of trafficking 
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
People of our Parishes

Patrick Doyle, anniversary



The Franciscan Jubilee Year, 2026 
As we mentioned some weeks ago, Pope Leo has designated this year, 2026, as a year of reflection on the life of Saint Francis of Assisi. It marks 800 years since his death, which was on October 3rd, 1226.
Born into a well to do family in Assisi in the Rieti Valley of Italy, Giovanni di Bernadone (later renamed Francesco by his Father) led a high spirited and luxurious early life – perhaps he could be seen very much as an ‘influencer’ in the youth culture of Assisi of his day! He was not without spirituality, nor was he particularly blind to the needs of the poor of the town……. but other attractions often claimed the attention of the young Francis!
He appears to have undergone a profound spiritual enlightenment in his early 20s. In 1202 he joined a military conflict between Assisi and its near neighbour Perugia: he was captured and imprisoned for a year, during which he suffered an illness. When he returned to Assisi he took up again his life of  excesses ( one source refers to him as ‘the King of frolic’ !) but it was in 1205 when he was praying in a ruined chapel just outside the main town, the chapel of Saint Damian ( San Damiano ) that he experienced the voice of Jesus speaking to him from the Crucifix…. Francis, rebuild my church
At first, he understood this in a very literal sense…. after all he was a man of action and practicality and he began gathering building materials from the surroundings, even taking money from his Father’s cloth shop to help finance the work! When Francis’ Father accused him of stealing, tradition has it that Francis stripped himself even of the clothes he wore…. saying that from then on he wanted to live only through the benevolence and providence of God! He took to living in the farmland around Assisi, begging for his daily bread and sharing what he did have with the poor and needy of the town. Soon other people were attracted by this rather radical understanding of the Gospel and Francis’ evangelical lifestyle. Francis never intended to establish a Religious Order in the life of the church…. but slowly it dawned on him that perhaps the voice from the Crucifix at San Damiano wasn’t just about rebuilding a physical building but that the building represent wasn’t just much deeper and more significant…. the way in which he, Francis, understood his relationships with God and with the people of God.
For him, simplicity of life and a deep sense of connection with all of creation was to be the hallmark of his life for the next 20 years. Francis died at the age of 45.
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