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Racial Justice
Today is Racial Justice Sunday. Watching the news, there is no doubt that racism is rife in the world and probably increasing. When Christ said, “Love your neighbour as yourself,” He didn’t qualify that; in fact, through the parable of the Good Samaritan, He emphasised how everyone is our neighbour.

Our faith is rooted in the belief that every human being is made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27). From this, as it says in the Catechism, “Every form of social or cultural discrimination in fundamental personal rights on the grounds of sex, race, colour, social conditions, language, or religion must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God's design.”

Pope Francis consistently called for racial justice, emphasising the importance of solidarity and fraternity among all people. In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, he urged Christians to build a world where human dignity is respected, and where discrimination and exclusion are actively opposed. He wrote: “We are all brothers and sisters, regardless of race or nationality, and we must work together for the common good.” Pope Leo has continued this theme.

We are called to not only to denounce individual acts of racism but also to work toward systemic change. This involves promoting policies that support racial equity, advocating for the rights of oppressed communities, and creating environments where all people can live in peace and dignity. Ultimately, racial justice is a call to embody Christ's love and compassion for all, working to heal divisions and promote unity within the human family.

                                                                                Deacon Graeme
                                                                        
                                                                                                                           
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 1st February 2026

	Sunday 1st February 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E

	 9 am
11 am

	 People of the Parish 
Kieran Collister (Get Well)

	Monday 2nd February 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 3rd February 
Feast of St Blaise
	P/E

	10 am

	Elaine Morley (RIP) 

	Wednesday 4th February 
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am 
	Barbara Hunter (RIP)

	Thursday 5th February 
Memorial of St Agatha 

	P/E
	10 am   

	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Friday 6th February 
Memorial of St Paul Miki and Companions
	C/T

	10 am

	

	Saturday 7th February  
Saturday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am

	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 8th February 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Pat Stallad (RIP)




Responsorial Psalm:
Blessed are the poor in spirits; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad for your reward 
Is great in heaven.
Alleluia.

Communion Antiphon: 
Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to shame for I call on you.






Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

A Prayer for Racial Justice:
God of justice, in your wisdom you create all people in your image, without exception. Through your goodness, open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty and worth of every human being. Open our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and sisters in the same human family. Open our eyes to repent of racist attitudes, behaviours and speech which demean others. Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial discrimination, and their passionate appeals for change. Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past injustices and to right the wrongs of history. And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and establish peace and equality for all in our communities. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Parish Luncheon: This year's Parish luncheon will be held on Sunday, 8th February, at 2 pm at the Falcon Hotel, Port Erin. Numbers are limited to 45. Adult tickets are £24.50 and children's tickets are £13.50. The price is for two courses and includes a contribution towards Fr. Joseph and Fr. Augustine’s meals and a tip. For tickets, please speak to a Social Club Committee member.

Ceilidh: As part of their Charity Challenge, some students from CRHS will be holding a ceilidh in St. Columba's Hall next Saturday, 7th February, from 6-7pm. Entry by donation to the Leprosy Mission, but if you wish to come, please contact Deacon Graeme on 435056 or g.easton@rcaol.org.uk before Wednesday as we need to know numbers.

Parish Events: Please look at the Parish diary through the year so you can see when there are parish events coming up. Already planned for this year are: 
· 6th March World Day of Prayer at St Columba’s at 11 am with refreshments before the service from 10 am.
· 25th April Treasure Hunt around Castletown, new route following several clues and answering questions along the way finishing at the church where a buffet will be provided, all for a small donation.
· 11th July Parish to Parish Walk which will be walking from St Mary’s to St Columba’s via Scarlett. Sausage baps and fish finger butties will be served upon arrival at St Columba’s.
· 19th September Barn Dance. After the success of last year’s Barn Dance Brendan and Alan have very kindly agreed to provide the music and Carol will call the dances. This is a Faith Supper Event with a small charge of £2.50 for adults and £1 for children. Proceeds going to the Parish projector fund. Number limited to 60.
· 5th December Christmas Wreath Making Class. This popular class will be run by Susan Magee. Numbers are limited so please get in early. 
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Feast of St. Blaise:  Tuesday is the feast of St. Blaise, and we will have the traditional blessing of throats at Mass for those who wish to receive it. 

Parish Diary
	7th February 
6 to 7pm 
	Ceilidh at St Columba’s Hall 

	8th February
2 pm 
	Parish luncheon at Falcon Hotel Port Erin 

	1st March 
11 am
	Parish Jubilee Mass at St Columba’s

	6th March 
11 am  
	World Day of Prayer at St Columba’s

	25th April
2 pm
	Treasure Hunt at St Mary’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details:  Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867.

Second Collections until June
	Sunday 15th March
	Nugent

	Sunday 22nd March
	Easter flowers for the churches

	Sunday 3rd April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life
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