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     2nd Sunday of Lent, 1st March 2026 
Day of prayer for the Needy and Hungry of the World (CAFOD)
(Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays; Psalter Week 2)
(Readings: Page 127)   (Page 449 for Order of the Mass)  
   
         


From the Presbytery desk……
Almsgiving – or acts of love as it is referred to in the logo on this bulletin, is in a very real and practical way the FRUIT of the prayer and fasting of the Lenten Season.  If the intention of the three virtues of the Lenten Season ( prayer, fasting and alms-giving) is that we grow in our understanding and application of the wisdom of Jesus, then we realise that to be faithful to the command of Jesus – ‘ love one another as I have loved you’ , this spills over to the care that we give to others ; not only those who are part of the ‘family of Faith’ which is our parish community but also those whom we encounter each and every day and indeed those who we may never meet face to face but whom we still call our brothers and sisters in what Pope Francis referred to as ‘ our common home’. 
CAFOD invites us each year to support their Family Fast Day and envelopes for any donations you may wish to make are available at the back of the churches. This is one way in which we can join in the virtue of almsgiving. There are however many different ways we can ‘give of ourselves’ for the good of others. We can volunteer some of our time and talents in so many different ways: helping out with a local charity, the Friends of the parish or local school, noticing the needs of our local community and deciding to do something about it…….. there are many many ways of getting involved!
We, as Parish Communities, rely on the virtue of almsgiving….. not only the financial giving which is the weekly Offertory Collection ,the donations given when you light candles in church , and indeed Legacies and ‘one off’ gifts - but also the behind the scenes work in the cleaning of the churches, the arrangement of flowers, as well as the time given by our Catechists and leaders of Children’s Liturgy, those who help our parishioners prepare for the Sacraments, our Readers at Mass and the Ministers of Holy Communion who take the Sacrament to the housebound, those in residential homes and in the Hospitals.
All of this is almsgiving…… the giving of time and talents for the sake of the good of others.
Thank you for the many ways in which you give of yourselves!
Canon Philip




Stations of the Cross will be prayed publicly each Tuesday during Lent in Saint Mary, Douglas at 2.30pm. This is also accessible on the livestream through the Deanery website  www.manxcatholic.org. There will also be an online version of the Stations of the Cross via Zoom each Tuesday at 7pm in Lent which will be open to the Catholics throughout our Island Parishes. The link to join is  https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9. You do not need Zoom on your phone or computer to access this.

 

· The Red Mill Hill Missionary Boxes for St Anthony's Church, Onchan, will be emptied over the next 2 weeks. If you have a box, please leave it in the Church porch in the usual place. There are still several empty uncollected red boxes at St. Anthonys from the last collection - please come and collect them when you can.

· St Peter’s Church, Onchan, Lent Course on the theme Christ and the Chocolaterie, based on the film Chocolat.  continues each Tuesday at 7pm during Lent. Everyone from our parishes is invited to attend. 


· Lenten Lunches: Every Wednesday during Lent, until 25th March. Enjoy choice of soups with crusty bread and variety of desserts, coffee and tea at Saint Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, from 12noon until 2 pm. £8. Everyone welcome. All proceeds to help feed hungry families in Gaza.  

· T & Chat will meet at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre on 3 March 2026 from 10.30am - 12 noon. We are delighted to welcome Bill Dale who will give a presentation on Beach Buddies. Refreshments served and everyone will be warmly welcomed. Please contact Josie on 406063 for more information.

· World Day of Prayer Service will be held at 7.00pm on Friday 6 March in the Promenade Methodist Church, Loch Promenade, Douglas. World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian women
who welcome you to join in prayer and action for peace and justice. The Service this year is written by the Ladies of Nigeria. Everyone welcome.

· On Saturday 14 March, the Columba Club will host a St Patrick’s Night with live music and serving Irish stew. Doors will open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. The evening will conclude at 11.30pm. Tickets are priced at £10 and are available from Richard Coase, Brian Murphy and Sandra Slann, or contact the Club on 673992.

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat. Thank you to the volunteers who provide this service each week. 



Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 28th February 2026

2nd Sunday of Lent
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Nicolette Grosvenor, 5th anniversary

	Sunday 1st March 2026
2nd Sunday of Lent 

Day of prayer for the needy and hungry of the world (CAFOD)
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Kevin and Sue Manning, anniversaries 

	Monday 2nd March 2026
	No Mass today
	St Mary’s
	No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 3rd March 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 

2.30pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

John Kerrane, deceased

Stations of the Cross

	Wednesday 4th March 2026
St Casimir
	12.10pm

2.45pm

7.00pm
	St Mary’s 

Crematorium

St Anthony’s
	Bernard Foley, anniversary

Funeral Service:  Liz McMahon

Stations of the Cross

	Thursday 5th March 2026


	
10.00am

12.10pm
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
John Thompson, 1st anniversary

David Cain, 24th anniversary

	Friday 6th March 2026
World Day of Prayer
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Margaret Stack, anniversary

	Saturday 7th March 2026

3rd Sunday of Lent
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 8th March 2026

3rd Sunday of Lent 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Peter Lees, 4th anniversary

Quintin Larkin, 4th anniversary
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