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From the Presbytery desk……
The Franciscan Jubilee
Francis, having taken the decision to embrace the Gospel teaching of ‘leave everything and follow me’, soon inspired others to follow him in his radical choice of state of life. These followers of the way of Francis took as their name ‘followers of the poverello (the poor one)’ or just Francescani – followers of the way of Francis. 
Francis himself became convinced that the call to ‘rebuild my church’ which he had heard in the chapel of San Damiano meant something more than just the renovation of a church building. In 1209, he travelled to Rome to seek – and receive – the approval of Pope Innocent III for the simple ‘rule of life’ which he had written.
Following this, his companions – the early Franciscans – went on preaching missions both in Italy and beyond. Francis himself travelled to the Holy Land, again to Rome, and also to Spain.
His deteriorating health meant that in 1220 he handed over the ordering of his companions to Fra Peter. In 1223 Francis recreated the manger scene of the Lord’s birth at a small hill town in the Rieti Valley called Grecchio; this began the tradition of us creating a scene of Bethlehem in our churches and houses at Christmas. In 1224 he reportedly receive the Stigmata (the signs in hands and feet of the Lord’s crucifixion)  at La Verna, and in 1225, only a year before his death, he composed ‘The Canticle of the Creatures’ in which he calls on all of creation – ourselves included – to offer praise to the origin and source of all life, God, ‘The Most High, all powerful, good Lord’. It is the inspiration for the hymn which we sometimes sing ‘All creatures of our God and King….’ 

The Canticle of the Creatures 
Most High, all-powerful, good Lord
Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honour, and all blessing,
to you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no human is worthy to mention your name.
Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day and through whom You give us light.
and he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour;
and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through whom You light the night,
and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.
Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us,
and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs.
Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.
Blessed are those who endure in peace for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned.
Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, from whom no one living can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will, for the second death shall do them no harm.
Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.

Please take with you from Mass today a small prayer card as a memento for this Jubilee Year of Saint Francis of Assisi. 
Wednesday of this coming week is the 11th of February and is the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. We will have Mass at 7pm on Wednesday evening at Saint Anthony in Onchan to which you are all welcome, particularly those intending to travel to Lourdes this summer as part of the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage. This can also mark the ‘official’ opening of the fundraising season, to help defray part of the costs for our young people.
******************
In times past, the Chaplaincy at Nobles Hospital and the Hospice received a list of Roman Catholic Patients who would like to receive Holy Communion, the Sacrament of the Sick or the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Sadly the requirements of the hospital mean that we no longer receive such lists – and therefore we now rely upon people asking for the Chaplain by requesting directly to the Ward Staff or to the Presbytery. If you, or someone you know, would value a visit from Father Philip when he is next visiting in the hospital or hospice, please let us know by email or telephone.
Canon Philip

First Holy Communion 2026
For children in Year 4 who attend Saint Mary’s School, the date for the celebration of First Holy Communion will be Saturday 2nd May (10.30am Mass at Saint Mary in Hill Street, Douglas). Preparation and catechesis for the children will take place in Saint Mary’s School.

Thank you to parents of children who attend other schools for responding to recent notices in our newsletter and for completing and returning First Holy Communion registration forms to the parish office. Emails were sent out from the parish office last week to all those registered to advise the dates of the First Holy Communion preparation sessions. These lessons will take place at Saint Anthony in Onchan. 

· St Anthony’s charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 12 February at 7.30pm in St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre.  Everyone welcome to join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle.
· Island Spirituality Network: Next meeting on 14 February at St. John’s Mill from 10am-1pm, when Professor David Wilkinson of Durham University will be the guest speaker. David holds doctorates in both Theoretical Astrophysics and Systematic Theology. His theme for the morning will be “How does God act in the world? Science, miracles and mission.”  All are welcome.
· Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome.
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