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From the Presbytery desk……
The Year flies by…...
On Wednesday we begin the Season of Lent. Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obligation but many people will want to come to church to receive the ashes on our foreheads as a mark of the beginning of the church season and also the embracing of the Lenten virtues of PRAYER, FASTING and ALMSGIVING.  There will be two Masses on Ash Wednesday at which Ashes will be distributed: 
Douglas, Saint Mary @ 12.10pm
Onchan, Saint Anthony @ 7pm
For those unable to get to either of the Masses on Ash Wednesday, Father Philip will be available in Saint Mary’s Church 8.30am – 9am for the distribution of Ashes.

What do we mean by PRAYER?  Well, the Catechism described it as ‘the raising of the heart and mind to God’ and that is not a bad place to start! God is present to us always and everywhere – in his address to the people of Athens, Saint Paul refers to God as the One “in whom we live and move and have our being”. If this is our vision of living then prayer is first understood as a deliberate act of bringing to mind this reality – and then a response of praise and thanksgiving to the God who has given us life and who sustains and supports us on our journey.
The form of prayer which Jesus taught his disciples – the Lord’s Prayer or Our Father – begins with this idea of praise and thanksgiving - Our Father who are in heaven, HALLOWED be your Name. 
To ‘hallow’ is to recognise the holiness and give thanks for the holiness of somebody or something. In this case we recognise the holiness of God’s Name (in this sense the Name is also the whole reality of God). Another example of the use of this word is the Feast of ALL SAINTS, sometimes knows as ALL HALLOWS – thus the day before the Feast of ALL HALLOWS is ALL HALLOWS EVE – which has been reduced to HALLOW-EVE or Halloween. 
****************
The Season of Lent invites us to concentrate on deepening our prayer life. We all need to have a personal prayer life, supported and deepened by our prayer together at Mass and the celebration of the other Sacraments. However our life of prayer and devotion is not just something which takes place in a church building; it takes place each and every day in our homes and houses, with the reading of the Bible, the devotional life we have in relation to Our Blessed Lady and the other Saints – and even as something as seemingly simple as Grace before and after meals.
So as we begin the Season of Lent – and think more deeply about our life of Prayer – it is a good opportunity to ask ourselves about the place and practice of prayer in our daily life and in our homes. To increase our individual and personal prayer will only deepen the experience of our prayer together (sometimes known as communal, common or public prayer) when we gather in church for Mass and the Sacraments.
****************
Stations of the Cross beginning on Tuesday 24th February; Stations of the Cross will be prayed publicly in Saint Mary, Douglas at 2.30pm in the afternoon. This is also accessible on the livestream through the Deanery website  www.manxcatholic.org 
As well as ‘physical’ praying of the Stations this year we will also have an on-line version via Zoom each Tuesday at 7pm in Lent which will be open to the Catholics throughout our Island Parishes. The link to join is  https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9 or ask Deacon Graeme Easton on g.easton@rcaol.org.uk for more information. You do not need Zoom on your phone or computer to access this.

Canon Philip


· St Peter’s Church, Onchan, Lent Course on the theme Christ and the Chocolaterie, based on the film Chocolat. Pancakes and watching the film will take place on Tuesday 17 February at 6.30pm. The course material will begin on Tuesday 24 February at 7pm and continue each Tuesday at 7pm during Lent. Everyone from our parishes is invited to attend. 

· Cheese and Wine/Film evening: On Saturday 21st February, the Columba Club will host a cheese and wine evening when the film “The Two Popes” will be shown. Doors will open at 7.00pm and the film will start at 7.45pm. Tickets priced £12.50 for members and £15.00 for non-members are available from Richard Coase, Brian Murphy or Sandra Slann or contact the Club on 673992.

· Lenten Lunches: Every Wednesday during Lent, commencing 25th February until 25th March. Enjoy choice of soups with crusty bread and variety of desserts, coffee and tea at Saint Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, from 12noon until 2 pm. £8. Everyone welcome. All proceeds to help feed hungry families in Gaza.  

· T & Chat will meet at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre on 3 March 2026 from 10.30am - 12 noon. We are delighted to welcome Bill Dale who will give a presentation on Beach Buddies. Please join us, refreshments served and everyone will be warmly welcomed. Please contact Josie on 406063 for information.

· World Day of Prayer Service will be held at 7.00pm on Friday 6 March in the Promenade Methodist Church, Loch Promenade, Douglas. World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian women
who welcome you to join in prayer and action for peace and justice. The Service this year is written by the Ladies of Nigeria. Everyone welcome.

· Public Rosary: A reminder that the Rosary is prayed in public at Saint Mary, Douglas at 1pm each Wednesday.

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat.

· For current members of the RCIA Come and See Group, there will be no course this coming week during half term break. The group will meet as usual the following week on Thursday 26 February.   


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 14th February 2026

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Josie Ridsdale, anniversary

	Sunday 15th February 2026

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Day for the Unemployed
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Sonja Lees, 1st anniversary

People of our Parishes

	Monday 16th February 2026
	No Mass today
	St Mary’s
	No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 17th February 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Dan Smyth, recently died

	Wednesday 18th February 2026

Ash Wednesday
	
12.10pm

2.00pm

7.00pm
	
St Mary’s 

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s
	
Edward Fargher, birthday anniversary

Requiem Mass:  Sarah Jarvis

William Gilmore, 1st anniversary

	Thursday 19th February 2026


	
10.00am

12.10pm
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Agnes Cunningham McArthur

Ian Younger & Bill Dawson, deceased

	Friday 20th February 2026
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Maura Tomlinson, recently died

	Saturday 21st February 2026

1st Sunday of Lent
	
11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	
St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	
Exposition and Confessions

Mary McCarthy-Glynn, birthday anniv

	Sunday 22nd February 2026

1st Sunday of Lent
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Brendan Flanagan, deceased
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