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From the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time to Ash Wednesday and Lent 
Dear Brethren, as we move from the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A to the Holy season of Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday, the scriptures we explored offer meaningful guidance for the journey ahead.

Sirach 15:15-20: This ancient text reminds us that Divine guidance is always directed toward life and holiness. God never calls us towards ungodliness or sin, but grants each person the freedom to choose between paths of blessing and destruction. This invitation to intentional choice lies at the heart of our faith.

Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34:  The psalmist celebrates the profound blessing of living in harmony with God’s teachings. Those who walk faithfully in the Lord’s way discover not constraint, but deep peace and purpose. The psalm encourages us to seek understanding of sacred law and hold fast to it with wholehearted devotion.

Wherein in the second reading, 1 Corinthians 2:6-10, Paul speaks of a wisdom beyond human comprehension – a plan established from before time began for our salvation and glory. Revealed through the Holy Spirit, the wisdom that shows Christ as the fulfillment of all divine promise, linking our present faith to eternal purpose.

In the Gospel of Matthew 5:17-37, Jesus affirms the enduring value of sacred tradition, declaring that he comes not to set aside the law and the prophets, but to bring them to fulfilment. He calls us to look beyond outward actions to the condition of our hearts, challenging us to address anger, guard against impurity, and speak with unwavering integrity.
The lessons of this Sunday shape how we enter this Holy season of Lent meritoriously following these themes:

Choose Life:  Ash Wednesday marks our deliberate turn from that which divides us from God. As we receive the sign of ashes, we affirm our choice to walk in holiness, embracing the freedom to live with purpose.

Find Joy in Faithfulness: Our Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving create space to draw closer to God and experience peace in aligning our lives with His will.


Pursue Transformation: The visible sign of ashes calls us to inward change. We examine our hearts, release patterns of sin, and allow Christ to reshape us from within.

Trust in God’s Plan: Every act of devotion is part of a larger purpose, woven into His ancient promise of redemption and glory.
                                                                                Fr Augustine                                                                        
                                                                                                                       
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 15th February 2026

	Sunday 15h February 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E

	 9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish
John Mc Donald (RIP)

	Monday 16th February 
Monday in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 17th February 
Tuesday in Ordinary Time
	P/E

	10 am

	

	Wednesday 18th February 
Ash Wednesday 
	P/E
C/T
	10 am
7 pm 
	

	Thursday 19th February 
Thursday after Ash Wednesday

	P/E
	10 am   

	

	Friday 20th February 
Friday after Ash Wednesday 
	C/T

	10 am

	Cathleen Wall 

	Saturday 21st February  
Saturday after Ash Wednesday  
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am

	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 22nd February 
First Sunday of Lent
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Louise Slevin (RIP)
People of the Parish 




Responsorial Psalm:
Blessed are those who walk in the law of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia.
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little children.
Alleluia.

Communion Antiphon: 
They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they craved. 




Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

Offertory Collection: For the month of January, the offertory collection amounted to £960.40. Thank you very much for your generosity.

Quiz and Hot Pot Supper: There will be a Quiz and Hot Pot Supper to raise funds for the Leprosy Mission at the Promenade Methodist Church on Friday 6th March at 7 pm. The suggested donation is £12 per person made on the night. The teams can be made up to eight people; there is no restriction on the number of teams from any church. Please RSVP to Paul Halliday at pch4dz@outlook.com by 1st March. 

Lent: Lent begins on Wednesday. As it is half term, it is a perfect opportunity for our younger parishioners to attend Mass at either 10 am in St. Columba’s or 7 pm in St. Mary’s to receive the ashes.  They do not need to have made their First Communion to receive ashes.

Lent is primarily a season of prayer. We give things up to build self-discipline and to create space for prayer as we prepare for Easter. It doesn’t have to be chocolate or alcohol. How much prayer time could you create by giving up social media for Lent?

Each Friday during Lent there will be Stations of the Cross in St Mary’s after Mass. There will be Stations in St. Columba’s each Friday at 7 pm.  If you would like to lead one of these please see Brendan or Barbara O’Friel. New for this year, there will be an online Stations for the whole Island via Zoom at 7 pm each Tuesday. The link to join is https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9 or see Deacon Graeme for more information. 

On Friday 27th March there will be a Reconciliation Service in St. Columba’s at 7 pm which will incorporate the Stations of the Cross and the opportunity for individual confessions.

Details of the Holy Week services will follow in due course.
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Mass Intentions: Pat Stallad, Louise Slevin, Doreen,  Jerry O’Toole, Michael Casserley, Cathleen Wall, Mary, John, and Frank Hutchinson and John McDonald.










Parish Diary
	1st March 
11 am
	Parish Jubilee Mass at St Columba’s

	6th March 
11 am  
	World Day of Prayer at St Columba’s

	6th March 
7 pm
	Quiz and Hot Pot Supper at Promenade Methodist Church Loch Promenade Douglas for Leprosy Misson

	27th March
7 pm
	Reconciliation Service at St. Columba's - including the opportunity for Individual Confessions.

	25th April
2 pm
	Treasure Hunt at St Mary’s

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details:  Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867.

Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 15th March
	Nugent

	Sunday 22nd March
	Easter flowers for the churches

	Sunday 3rd April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life
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