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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 58:6-10 | 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 | Matthew 5:13-16

In today’s readings we are called to be salt for the earth and light for the world; not through grand displays, but through lives of authentic love and service that reflect Christ to all.

 From Isaiah's point of view, we hear God’s challenge to us: “Is not this the fast that I choose: to lose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?” (Isaiah 58:6). God does not want empty rituals but tangible action: “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him?” (Isaiah 58:7). When we live this way, “your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily” (Isaiah 58:8). Our lives should be beacons of hope, to draw others to God and not to push them away.

In his letter to the Corinthians, Saint Paul says: “I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified… my message was not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 Corinthians 2:1-4). The Gospel is not about clever arguments – it is God’s power at work in us. We rely not on our own abilities, but on the Holy Spirit working through our sincerity as God’s instruments used to touch hearts.

In the Gospel, Jesus declares: “You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden… let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16). Our lives are meant to make a difference, not to draw attention to ourselves, but to point others to God. Anything short of this should be re-evaluated.

 May we embrace this calling with open hearts, relying on the Holy Spirit to work through us, so that others may see Christ in us and give glory to our God.


                                                                                Fr Augustine
                                                                        
                                                                                                                       
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 8th February 2026

	Sunday 8th February 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E

	 9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Pat Stallad (RIP)

	Monday 9th February 
Monday in Ordinary time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 10th February 
Memorial of St Scholastica
	P/E

	10 am

	

	Wednesday 11th February 
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am 
	

	Thursday 12th February 
Thursday in Ordinary Time

	P/E
	10 am   

	

	Friday 13th February 
Friday in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am

	

	Saturday 14th February  
Feast of SS Cyril and Methodius 
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am

	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 15th February 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 




Responsorial Psalm:
A light rises in the darkness for the upright.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia.
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia.

Communion Antiphon: 
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the children of men for
he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he fills with good things. 










Jubilee Year 2025:  During the year of the Jubilee the parish motto will be, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Rom 12:12)

Welcome Back:  We welcome back Fr Joseph who has returned from his holidays this week 

Parish Events: Please look at the Parish diary through the year so you can see when there are parish events coming up. Already planned for this year are: 

· 6th March World Day of Prayer at St Columba’s at 11 am with refreshments before the service from 10 am.
· 25th April Treasure Hunt around Castletown, new route following several clues and answering questions along the way finishing at the church where a buffet will be provided, all for a small donation.
· 11th July Parish to Parish Walk which will be walking from St Mary’s to St Columba’s via Scarlett. Sausage baps and fish finger butties will be served upon arrival at St Columba’s.
· 19th September Barn Dance. After the success of last year’s Barn Dance Brendan and Alan have very kindly agreed to provide the music and Carol will call the dances. This is a Faith Supper Event with a small charge of £2.50 for adults and £1 for children. Proceeds going to the Parish projector fund. Number limited to 60.
· 5th December Christmas Wreath Making Class. This popular class will be run by Susan Magee. Numbers are limited so please get in early. 

Island Spirituality Network: The next meeting of the Island Spirituality Network will be held on 14th February at St John’s Mill, 10 am-1 pm, when Professor David Wilkinson of Durham University will be the guest speaker. David holds doctorates in both Theoretical Astrophysics and Systematic Theology, and his theme for the morning will be “How does God act in the world? Science, miracles and mission.” All are welcome.

Quiz and Hot Pot Supper: There will be a Quiz and Hot Pot Supper to raise funds for the Leprosy Mission at the Promenade Methodist Church on Friday 6th March at 7 pm. The suggested donation is £12 per person made on the night. The teams can be made up to eight people; there is no restriction on the number of teams from any church. Please RSVP to Paul Halliday at pch4dz@outlook.com by 1st March. 

Archdiocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage: There will have a Mass at 7pm on Wednesday 11th February  at Saint Anthony of Padua in Onchan.
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Mass Intentions: Pat Stallad




Parish Diary
	14th February 
10 am 
	Island Spirituality Network at St John’s Mill theme “How does God act in the world” 

	1st March 
11 am
	Parish Jubilee Mass at St Columba’s

	6th March 
11 am  
	World Day of Prayer at St Columba’s

	6th March 
7 pm
	Quiz and Hot Pot Supper at Promenade Methodist Church Loch Promenade Douglas for Leprosy Misson

	25th April
2 pm
	Treasure Hunt at St Mary’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details:  Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867.

Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 15th March
	Nugent

	Sunday 22nd March
	Easter flowers for the churches

	Sunday 3rd April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life
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