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From the Presbytery desk……
Sunday Tea and Coffee.
A reminder that tea and coffee are available after the 9.30am Mass at Onchan and after the 11am Mass at Douglas.
Donations which are made are collected for charities, currently at Onchan - for Gateway which is a charity for people with special needs. 
at Douglas – for Mary’s Meals which is a charity founded in Scotland which provides life-changing school meals to children living in some of the world’s poorest communities.
***************
Some of us will remember learning a Catechism at school which was in the form of a question and answer. The answers might have seemed a little ‘basic’ at the outset but as the years have gone by we will have reflected upon them and teased the deeper meaning out of them!
The second question always strikes me as a marvellous definition of how we live a PURPOSEFUL LIFE
Why did God make you?
God made me to KNOW Him, LOVE Him and SERVE Him in this life and be happy with Him for ever in the next.
To know, to love and to serve. If we reflect on our lives each day – as indeed we are invited to do at Night Prayer each evening – this triplet can be almost an examination of conscience as the day closes. How today have I come to know God (and indeed know more about our Faith and The Church) better today, how has this led me to love and trust him all the more – and as a fruit of all of this , how have I served him by caring for those entrusted to me by God - my family, friends and loved ones……….and how had that caring expanded to include anyone who might be in need of care, near or far. 
Just as with the Triskelion (whichever way you throw it, it stands) – so it is with the three ‘legs’ of KNOWLEDGE, LOVE and SERVICE… take one away and it becomes unstable and can topple over. When we have a balance between these three aspects of our Christian living then we can be sure that we will indeed stand firm!
****************
Thank you for your donations to the work of CAFOD, the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development; 
On their website we read……..
Too many people face the injustices of poverty, conflict and the climate crisis.
Every single day, through no fault of their own, families around the world struggle to access clean water for drinking and washing; are forced to flee their homes because of violent conflict; are unable to grow food in an increasingly unstable climate.
This is an injustice. This is not fair. No one should have their life limited; everyone deserves the opportunity to fulfil their God-given potential – to flourish.
If you have not yet taken the opportunity to contribute to the work of CAFOD as part of your Lenten almsgiving, envelopes are still available at the back of both churches. 
Thank you.    
Canon Philip
Stations of the Cross will be prayed publicly each Tuesday during Lent in Saint Mary, Douglas at 2.30pm. This is accessible on the livestream through the Deanery website  www.manxcatholic.org. There will also be an online version of the Stations of the Cross via Zoom each Tuesday at 7pm in Lent which will be open to the Catholics throughout our Island Parishes. The link to join is  https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9. You do not need Zoom on your phone or computer to access this.

 


· On Saturday 14 March, the Columba Club will host a St Patrick’s Night with live music and serving Irish stew. Doors will open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. The evening will conclude at 11.30pm. Tickets are priced at £10 and are available from Richard Coase, Brian Murphy and Sandra Slann, or contact the Club on 673992.

· St. Anthony’s Charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 12 March at 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome to join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle. 

· St Peter’s Church, Onchan, Lent Course on the theme Christ and the Chocolaterie, based on the film Chocolat.  continues each Tuesday at 7pm during Lent. Everyone from our parishes is invited to attend. 

· The Red Mill Hill Missionary Boxes for St Anthony's Church, Onchan, will be emptied over the next 2 weeks. If you have a box, please leave it in the Church porch in the usual place. There are still several empty uncollected red boxes at St. Anthonys from the last collection - please come and collect them when you can.

· IOM Organists Association Organ Recital will take place in St Thomas’s Church on Saturday 21st March at 3pm. 
· Lenten Lunches: Every Wednesday during Lent, until 25th March. Enjoy choice of soups with crusty bread and variety of desserts, coffee and tea at Saint Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, from 12noon until 2 pm. £8. Everyone welcome. All proceeds to help feed hungry families in Gaza.  

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat. Thank you to the volunteers who provide this service each week. 





Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 7th March 2026

3rd Sunday of Lent
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 8th March 2026

3rd Sunday of Lent 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Peter Lees, 4th anniversary

Quintin Larkin, 4th anniversary

	Monday 9th March 2026
	No Mass today
	St Mary’s
	No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 10th March 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 

2.30pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Cyrus, Rachel, Cyreline & Jack ints

Stations of the Cross

	Wednesday 11th March 2026

	12.10pm

7.00pm
	St Mary’s 

St Anthony’s
	Leonardo Magat, recently died

Stations of the Cross

	Thursday 12th March 2026


	
10.00am

12.10pm
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Ken Kavanagh, recently died

Joy Astrero, 2nd anniversary

	Friday 13th March 2026

	
12.10pm

2.00pm
	
St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	
Freja, Scarlett & Simon, anniversaries

Funeral Service:  Kathy Smith  

	Saturday 14th March 2026

4th Sunday of Lent
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions

Lionel Collister, deceased

	Sunday 15th March 2026

4th Sunday of Lent 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Trish Fargher, recently died
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