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From the Presbytery desk……
To Know to Love and to Serve ….. last week we reflected upon how these three elements of our purposeful Christian living are all intertwined, and all serve to ensure our Faith is something ‘real and active’.
To know is not merely an intellectual exercise – although there is an internal logic to what we do and believe. In the Old Testament, knowledge was closely linked with the virtue of wisdom – not merely the grasp of facts and figures but the ability to see where these things lead us and how we can apply this learning into our daily lives.
It is good that we keep learning about ourselves, about others and the world in which we live, and ultimately about God and the way in which we live and move and have our being IN GOD and in GOD’S GOOD CREATION. In the past weeks we have also thought about Saint Francis of Assisi and how he was very sensitive to the fact that the gift of life which is entrusted to us is something precious and to be nurtured, nourished and protected. In this time of Lent we can reflect upon Saint Francis’ Prayer before a Crucifix
Most high, glorious God,
enlighten the darkness
of my heart and give me Lord,
a correct faith, a certain hope,
a perfect charity, sense and knowledge,
so that I may carry out
Your holy and true commands.
Amen.

****************
In the daily Prayer of the Church (sometimes known as The Breviary or the Divine Office) the end of the day is marked by a prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary. At our evening Masses and Services we will often conclude with such a prayer to the Blessed Virgin – asking that we may be inspired by her generous response to God and protected by her prayers.
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy!
Hail, our life, our sweetness, and our hope!
To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve;
to you do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears.
Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, your eyes of mercy toward us;
and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus;
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
V/   Pray for us O holy Mother of God
R/   That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
Or sometimes we sing our prayer, in these or other words……
Hail, queen of heaven, the ocean star,
Guide of the wanderer here below,
Thrown on life’s surge, we claim thy care,
Save us from peril and from woe.
Mother of Christ, star of the sea
Pray for the wanderer, pray for me.
Written by John Lingard, a Catholic Priest who taught at Saint Cuthbert’s College Ushaw and then retired to the Catholic parish at Hornby where he died in 1851. He is buried at Ushaw College, Durham.
Canon Philip
Stations of the Cross will be prayed publicly each Tuesday during Lent in Saint Mary, Douglas at 2.30pm. This is accessible on the livestream through the Deanery website  www.manxcatholic.org. There will also be an online version of the Stations of the Cross via Zoom each Tuesday at 7pm in Lent which will be open to the Catholics throughout our Island Parishes. The link to join is  https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9. You do not need Zoom on your phone or computer to access this.

 



· St Peter’s Church, Onchan, Lent Course on the theme Christ and the Chocolaterie, based on the film Chocolat.  continues each Tuesday at 7pm during Lent. Everyone from our parishes is invited to attend. 

· IOM Organists Association Organ Recital will take place in St Thomas’s Church on Saturday 21st March at 3pm. 
· Lenten Lunches: Every Wednesday during Lent, until 25th March. Enjoy choice of soups with crusty bread and variety of desserts, coffee and tea at Saint Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, from 12noon until 2 pm. £8. Everyone welcome. All proceeds to help feed hungry families in Gaza.  

· T & Chat next meet on Tuesday 7 April from 10.30am until 12 noon in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Paul Sayle will be providing musical entertainment. Refreshments served. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Big thanks to Bill Dale from Beach Buddies for his excellent presentation at the last meeting. Please contact Josie on 406063 for any further information.              

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat. Thank you to the volunteers who provide this service each week. 

· The Triskelion Way is the Isle of Man’s first pilgrimage trail, part of the Pilgrimage Isle of Man project launched in 2016. The route runs 37 miles across the island linking the historic centres of Rushen Abbey, Peel Cathedral and Maughold, enjoying scenic coastal and upland views and absorbing heritage along the way, such as keeills (early chapels), crosses and holy wells. Please see leaflet at the back of church.  





Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 14th March 2026

4th Sunday of Lent
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Lionel Collister, deceased

	Sunday 15th March 2026

4th Sunday of Lent 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Trish Fargher, recently died

	Monday 16th March 2026
	No Mass today
	St Mary’s
	No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 17th March 2026

St Patrick
	10.00am

12.10pm 

2.30pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Alice Dowler, deceased

Stations of the Cross

	Wednesday 18th March 2026

	12.10pm

7.00pm
	St Mary’s 

St Anthony’s
	Mathias Kaddu, 2nd anniversary

Stations of the Cross

	Thursday 19th March 2026

St Joseph, Spouse of the BVM
	
10.00am

12.10pm
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Marie van Lier

Peter Newton, recently died

	Friday 20th March 2026

	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Christine Moran, recently died 

	Saturday 21st March 2026

5th Sunday of Lent
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions

People of our Parishes 

	Sunday 22nd March 2026

5th Sunday of Lent 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Peter Sherry, 1st anniversary 

Mary McCarthy-Glynn, 5th anniversary
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