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From the Presbytery desk……
[bookmark: _Hlk224717726]On Wednesday of this week, 25th March, we keep the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord. In some years this date falls within Holy Week and so is transferred to the nearest ‘free’ day, but this year it falls in the week before Holy Week and so is celebrated – with white vestments and a Gloria at Mass.
In the church in Douglas there is, in the Lady Chapel, a lovely representation of the greeting of the Angel Gabriel to Mary at Nazareth – the Annunciation. This was placed in the church in 1927 and was designed by famous church architect, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott and carved in Italy.  Gilbert Scott had already provided for the High Altar in Saint Mary of the Isle and also the church of Our Lady Star of the Sea in Ramsey.
The Gospel text of the Annunciation is found in Luke Chapter 1 verses 26-38.
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”……….
One of the traditional prayers in our tradition is the Angelus (the Angel) which is prayed either individually or together with others. It is a prayer which honours the Incarnation – the taking flesh of the Word of God in our human history.   Often this is prayed three times in the day - 6am, 12 noon and 6pm (although timings may differ according to people’s circumstances)

The Angelus Prayer
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace
The Lord is with Thee;
Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done to me according to your word.
Hail Mary. . .
V. And the Word was made flesh.
R. And dwelt amongst us.
Hail Mary. . .
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Your Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Thank you to those who have already returned their CAFOD FAMILY FAST envelopes. If you have not yet had the opportunity to take a CAFOD envelope, they are available at the back of both churches. To let our FASTING bear added fruit in our ALMSGIVING is an excellent way to mark our Lenten journey. 
As is customary, there will be the BLESSING OF EASTER FOODS for the Polish Community at Midday on Holy Saturday.
There will be a collection on Good Friday for the HOLY PLACES. This year it has a particular urgency given the present difficulties in the Holy Lands and the conflict in Gaza. 
The Collection made at the Easter Vigil and Masses of Easter Day is for the parishes and their expenses. 
The Deanery Reconciliation Services, with the opportunity for individual Confessions:
Thursday 26th March at 7.00pm in Saint Mary of the Isle, Douglas.
Friday 27th March at 7.00pm in Saint Columba, Port Erin.
Tuesday 31st March at 7.00pm in Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ramsey. 
Canon Philip


· St Peter’s Church, Onchan, Lent Course on the theme Christ and the Chocolaterie, based on the film Chocolat.  continues each Tuesday at 7pm during Lent. Everyone from our parishes is invited to attend. 

· Lenten Lunches: Next Wednesday 25th March is the last Lenten lunches day. Enjoy choice of soups with crusty bread and variety of desserts, coffee and tea at Saint Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, from 12noon until 2 pm. £8. Everyone welcome. All proceeds to help feed hungry families in Gaza.  

· T & Chat next meet on Tuesday 7 April from 10.30am until 12 noon in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Paul Sayle will be providing musical entertainment. Refreshments served. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Please contact Josie on 406063 for any further information.              

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat. Thank you to the volunteers who provide this service each week. 

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 21st March 2026

5th Sunday of Lent
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 22nd March 2026

5th Sunday of Lent 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Peter Sherry, 1st anniversary 

Mary McCarthy-Glynn, 5th anniversary

	Monday 23rd March 2026
	No Mass today
	St Mary’s
	No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 24th March 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 

2.30pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Patrick Breslin, recently died

Stations of the Cross

	Wednesday 25th March 2026

The Annunciation of the Lord
	12.10pm

7.15pm
	St Mary’s 

St Anthony’s
	Norberto Bocala, recently died

Stations of the Cross

	Thursday 26th March 2026


	
10.00am

12.10pm

7.00pm 
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	
Margot Slattery, intentions 

Jim Shield, deceased

Reconciliation Service 

	Friday 27th March 2026

	
12.10pm

2.00pm
	
St Mary’s

St Mary’s Church
	
Mary Amosin, intentions 

Resurrection Rock performed by School 

	Saturday 28th March 2026

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions

Deceased members of McNally family 

	Sunday 29th March 2026
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes 

Michael McCarrick, anniversary
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