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Abide in Me This Lent
Lent invites us into a deeper relationship with Jesus, who gently says to each of us, “Abide in Me, as I abide in you.” This is not simply a spiritual suggestion; it is the heart of Christian life. To abide in Christ means to let His life take root in us, to allow His presence to shape our choices, and to walk each day in communion with Him. The Lenten pillars of Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving are the practical ways we make space for that abiding. 
In the First Sunday of Lent (Mt 4:1–11), Jesus shows us what abiding looks like. In the desert, hungry and tempted, He clings to the Father’s word: “One does not live by bread alone.” Prayer becomes the place where we stay close enough to hear God’s voice. Like the Samaritan woman on the Third Sunday (Jn 4:5–42), we discover that honest conversation with Jesus opens the well of living water within us. Prayer is how we remain rooted in Him. 
Fasting, too, is about abiding. Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness reveal that fasting is not about punishment but about freedom, freedom from whatever pulls our hearts away from God. When we fast, we clear out the noise and clutter so Christ can dwell more fully within us. We learn again that our deepest hunger is for God alone. 
And almsgiving becomes the outward sign that Christ truly lives in us. On Ash Wednesday, Jesus teaches that giving to those in need is not an optional extra but a mark of authentic discipleship. Throughout the Lenten readings, especially in the compassion Jesus shows in the raising of Lazarus on the Fifth Sunday (Jn 11:1–45), we see that God’s love always moves outward. When we give generously, we allow His love to flow through us into the lives of others. 
This Lent, may our prayer draw us closer to Christ, our fasting free us from what distracts us, and our almsgiving make His love visible. In all these ways, we learn again what it means to abide in Him because He already abides in us.
                                                                                                                         Fr. Joseph
	 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 15th March 2026

	Sunday 15th March
Third Sunday of Lent
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
William McGuigan (RIP) 

	Monday 16th March 
Monday in week four of Lent
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 17th March 
Feast of St Patrick
Island wide Stations of the Cross

	C/T

Douglas
Online
	10 am

2.30 pm
7 pm
	Rev Daniel Macha (RIP)

In person 
https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9

	Wednesday 18th March Wednesday in week four of Lent
	C/T
	10 am

	Special Intention 

	Thursday 19th March 
Solemnity of St Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	P/E
	10 am   

	Sarah Harrison (RIP)

	Friday 20th March 
Friday in week four of Lent
	C/T

C/T
P/E
	10 am

10.45 am
7 pm 
	The Monks of Rushen Abbey (RIP)
Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross

	Saturday 21st March 
Saturday in week four of Lent
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 22nd March 
Fifth Sunday of Lent
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	David Oliver (RIP)
People of the Parish 




Responsorial Psalm:
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Gospel Acclamation:
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.
I am the light of the world, says the Lord:
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.

Communion Antiphon:
The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God.


Second Collection: There will be a second collection today for the Nugent Society. 

Easter Flowers: Next Sunday there will be a second collection for Easter flowers for both churches.

Please note: Due to the ongoing building work being carried out at St Columba’s, there will be no Mass at St Columba’s next Tuesday. The 10 am Mass will be held at St Mary’s.

Beetle Drive: There has been a change from Treasure Hunt to a Family Beetle Drive on Sunday 26th April. The Beetle Drive will be held at St Columba’s Hall starting at 2 pm. To book your places please speak to any member of the Social Club.

Stations of the Cross: In addition to the two in person services each Friday during Lent, there are two opportunities to join in Island wide services each week.  On Tuesdays at 2.30 pm there will be Stations of the Cross from St. Mary’s in Douglas. You can join this in person or via the livestream. There will be an online Stations via Zoom at 7 pm each Tuesday. The link to join is https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9 or see Deacon Graeme for more information. You do not need Zoom on your phone or computer to access this.

Confirmation: There is a meeting on 27th March at 6 pm at St Mary’s church for the children and their parent who are going to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in May.

First Holy Communion: Classes for those who are going to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be starting at St Mary’s on 4th May at 6 pm 

Meadowside Choral Society: Meadowside Choral Society will be performing Bach’s St Luke Passion at 6.30 on Good Friday 3rd April in Arbory Church. This is opportunity to hear rarely heard meditation on the Passion for Good Friday. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211502915]Mass Intentions: The Monks of Rushen Abbey, David Oliver, Special Intention, Graham McFarlane, David Oliver, and Sandra Harrison.




Parish Diary
	27th March
7 pm
	Reconciliation Service at St. Columba's - including the opportunity for Individual Confessions

	26th April
2 pm
	Family Beetle Drive at St Columba’s Hall

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867


Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 22nd March
	Easter flowers for the churches

	Sunday 3rd April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life
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