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“Abide in me, as I abide in you” 
With the Franciscan Year and the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi.
As our parish community of St Mary and St Columba continues to embrace Christ’s invitation, “Abide in me, as I abide in you,” we are blessed this year to walk alongside the spirituality of St Francis of Assisi. Few saints show us so clearly what it means to let Christ dwell within us and to allow His presence to shape every thought, word, and action.
The beloved prayer of St Francis, “Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace”, is far more than a beautiful sentiment. It is a daily pathway into the heart of Christ. When we pray these words sincerely, we are asking Christ not simply to guide us, but to live His peace through us. This is the essence of abiding: allowing Christ’s life to flow into ours until His peace becomes our peace, His compassion our compassion, His mercy our mercy.
For Francis, abiding in Christ began with inner openness. He cleared space in his heart so that Christ could dwell there without obstruction. We, too, are invited to make room by letting go of grudges, quieting our anxieties, and turning to prayer even in small moments. In that space, Christ abides in us with healing and strength.
Francis also teaches us that abiding in Christ always leads outward. When we allow Christ to live in us, we naturally become instruments of His peace in our families, workplaces, and parishes. We begin to see others not as obstacles or strangers, but as brothers and sisters loved by God. This is how abiding becomes mission.
As we distribute the Prayer of St Francis today, may it become a gentle reminder that Christ is already dwelling within us, ready to work through us. May our parish grow in the grace of abiding, rooted in Christ, shaped by His peace, and sent forth as instruments of His love in our community and beyond. Become instruments of Peace! Blessed are the peacemakers (Matthew 5:9)
		Fr. Joseph
	 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 22nd March 2026

	Sunday 22nd March
Fifth Sunday of Lent
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	David Oliver (RIP)
People of the Parish 

	Monday 23rd March 
Monday in week five of Lent
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 24th March 
Tuesday in week five of Lent

	P/E
Douglas

	10 am
2.30 pm
	Rev Peter Assenga (RIP)
Island wide Stations of the Cross
In person or livestream

	Wednesday 25th March 
Solemnity of The Annunciation of the Lord 
	C/T
	10 am

	

	Thursday 26th March 
Thursday in week five of Lent

	P/E
	10 am   

	Mary, Frank, and John Hutchinson (RIP)

	Friday 27th March 
Friday in week five of Lent
	C/T
C/T
P/E
	10 am
10.45 am
7 pm 
	
Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross

	Saturday 28th March 
Saturday in week five of Lent
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 29th March 
Palm Sunday
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	Maureen Briers (Ann)
People of the Parish 



Responsorial Psalm:
With the Lord there is mercy, in him is plentiful redemption

Gospel Acclamation:
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God
I am the resurrection and the life says the Lord.
Everyone who believes in me shall never die.
Glory to you O Christ, Son of the living God

Communion Antiphon:
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the lord 



Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday 29th March	Mass at 9 am in St Mary’s 
and 11 am in St Columba’s.              
Maundy Thursday 2nd April	Mass of The Lord’s Supper 
at 7 pm in St Mary’s.
Good Friday 3rd April	Celebration of The Lord’s Passion 
at 3 pm in both churches. 
Holy Saturday 4th April	Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
at 8pm in St Mary’s.             
Easter Sunday 5th April	Mass at 9 am in St Mary’s 
and 11 am in St Columba’s.

Second Collection: There will be a second collection today for Easter flowers in both churches. 
Confirmation: There is a meeting on 27th March at 6 pm at St Mary’s church for the children and their parents who are going to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in May.
First Holy Communion: Classes for those who are going to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be starting at St Mary’s on 4th May at 6 pm 
St Luke Passion: Meadowside Choral Society will be performing Bach’s St Luke Passion at 6.30 pm on Good Friday 3rd April in Arbory Church. This is opportunity to hear rarely heard meditation on the Passion for Good Friday. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211502915]Mass Intentions:  Mary, Frank and John Hutchinson, Barbara Bragazzi, Maureen Briers, and Elaine Watterson.





Parish Diary
	27th March
7 pm
	Reconciliation Service at St. Columba's - including the opportunity for Individual Confessions

	3rd April
6.30 pm
	Meadowside Choral Society performing Bach’s St Luke Passion in Arbory Parish Church.

	19th April 
4.30 pm
	Holy Hour of prayer for the promotion of the culture of life in our lands, parishes and communities. The Holy Hour will be held at the same time in both churches

	26th April
2 pm
	Family Beetle Drive at St Columba’s Hall

	9th May
10 am to 1 pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St John’s Mill with Rev. Chris Cook. The theme is “Struggling with God”.

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 5th April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life
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