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Embracing the Incarnation: The Significance of the Annunciation.
Each year on March 25th, the Church pauses in the heart of Lent to celebrate the Annunciation, that quiet, hidden moment when the eternal Word took flesh in the womb of Mary. It is the feast of the Incarnation, the astonishing truth that God chooses not to remain distant, but to draw so near that He becomes one of us. In this mystery, our parish theme, “Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15:4), comes into sharp, beautiful focus.
The Annunciation reveals that God’s desire to abide with us comes first. Before we ever reach toward Him, He has already crossed the infinite distance to reach toward us. Jesus abides in our humanity, in its joys, its limits, and its vulnerability. He does not save us from afar. He saves us from within. The Incarnation is God’s definitive “yes” to dwelling with His people.

Mary’s response shows us how to abide in return. Her fiat, “Let it be done to me according to your word”, is not passive resignation but a wholehearted openness to God’s presence. She becomes the first disciple of the One who will later say, “Abide in Me.” In Mary, abiding begins with trust, listening, and making room for God’s life to take root.
The Annunciation also reminds us that abiding is not abstract. It is embodied. God enters real places, real families, real histories. Likewise, Christ seeks to abide in the concrete details of our lives, our routines, relationships, decisions, and hopes. When we welcome Him into these ordinary spaces, the Incarnation continues in us. We become, like Mary, bearers of Christ to the world.
As we celebrate this feast during Lent, we are invited to renew our fiat. To let God’s Word take flesh again, this time in our patience, our compassion, our forgiveness, and our service. The Annunciation assures us that abiding is possible because God has already chosen to abide with us. Our task is to open the door. 
                                                                                                                                                                        Fr Joseph 
                                                                                                                  
	 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 29th March 2026

	Sunday 29th March
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	Maureen Briers (Ann)
People of the Parish 


	Monday 30th March 
Monday of Holy Week 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 31st March 
Tuesday of Holy Week 
	P/E

	10 am 
	Barbara Bragazzi (RIP)

	Wednesday 1st April 
Wednesday of Holy Week 
	C/T
	10 am

	

	Thursday 2nd April 
Maundy Thursday 

	C/T
	7 pm  

	Mass of the Last Supper

	Friday 3rd April  
Good Friday 
	C/T
P/E
	3 pm 
3 pm 
	The Lord’s Passion
The Lord’s Passion


	Saturday 4th April 
Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter.

	C/T
	8 pm
	Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter

	Sunday 5th April 
The Resurrection of the Lord 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Elaine Watterston (RIP)




Responsorial Psalm:
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Gospel Acclamation:
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Christ became for us obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Communion Antiphon:
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your will be done. 

Holy Week and Easter Greetings 
Dear Beloved Parishioners, as we enter the most sacred and beautiful season of our Christian faith, we walk together with our Lord Jesus Christ on His journey of love, from the joy of Palm Sunday, through the solemn mystery of the Last Supper and Good Friday, to the radiant triumph of Easter Morning. May this Holy Week be a time of quiet prayer, deep reflection, and renewed hope in our hearts and homes. May the light of the Risen Christ shine upon you and your families, bringing peace, strength, and joy.
We warmly wish you:
• A prayerful and grace-filled Holy Week
• A blessed celebration of the Sacred Triduum
• A joyful and hope-filled Easter Season
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here; He has risen.” (Luke 24:5–6)
May the joy of the Resurrection fill our parish with faith, unity, and love. Fr Joseph 

Second Collection: There will be a second collection next Sunday for Holy Places.
Funeral: The Requiem Mass for Irene Haywood will be held at St Mary’s on 10th April at 10 am. 
First Holy Communion: Classes for those who are going to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be starting at St Mary’s on 4th May at 6 pm.
Ecumenical Walk of Witness - Port Erin: There will be a joint service at St. Catherine's church in Port Erin at 11am on Good Friday for all the Port Erin Christian communities followed by a short Walk of Witness (including a brief prayer service) in the village. All (St. Columba’s) parishioners are warmly invited to attend this annual event.  
Meadowside Choral Society: Meadowside Choral Society will be performing Bach’s St Luke Passion at 6.30 on Good Friday 3rd April in Arbory Church. This is opportunity to hear rarely heard meditation on the Passion for Good Friday. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211502915]Mass Intentions:  Maureen Briers, Elaine Watterston, Graham Berryman, New great grandchild, Kenny Hall, Louise Heaney, Garry Heaney, and Doyle, Ross, Heaney families. 


Parish Diary
	19th April 
4.30 pm
	Holy Hour of prayer for the promotion of the culture of life in our lands, parishes and communities. The Holy Hour will be held at the same time in both churches

	26th April
2 pm
	Family Beetle Drive at St Columba’s Hall

	9th May
10 am to 1 pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St John’s Mill with Rev. Chris Cook theme is Struggling with God

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867


Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 5th April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life



Abide in Me, as I abide in you
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