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ABIDE IN ME, AS I ABIDE IN YOU. (JOHN 15:4)
Our parish theme, “Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15:4), invites us into a relationship that is steady, life‑giving, and deeply personal. Jesus does not ask us to visit Him occasionally or remember Him when convenient. He asks us to abide (to remain), to dwell, to root our lives in His presence. This is not a passive state but a daily choice to let His love shape our thoughts, our actions, and our way of seeing the world.
To abide in Christ is to allow His life to flow through ours, just as the vine gives strength and nourishment to the branches. When we stay close to Him, in prayer, in the sacraments, in acts of charity, we discover that His grace quietly transforms us. We begin to carry His peace into our homes, His patience into our workplaces, and His compassion into our community.
This call to abide is not abstract. Many saints of our own time show us what it looks like in practice. St. Teresa of Calcutta lived in constant union with Christ, even in spiritual dryness, drawing strength from daily Eucharistic adoration. St. Oscar Romero abided in Christ by standing with the poor and speaking truth with courage, even at the cost of his life. St. Carlo Acutis, a teenager of our century, teaches us that abiding in Jesus is possible in ordinary life, through love for the Eucharist, kindness to others, and the use of our gifts for good. St. Josephine Bakhita shows how abiding in Christ can heal even the deepest wounds, turning suffering into forgiveness and hope.
Their lives remind us that abiding in Christ is not reserved for the extraordinary. It is the quiet fidelity of each day: choosing prayer over hurry, mercy over resentment, generosity over comfort.
As we journey through this parish year, may we allow Christ to make His home in us so that through us, others may encounter His living presence. “ABIDE IN ME, AS I ABIDE IN YOU”
 	Fr. Joseph 


Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 8th March 2026

	Sunday 8th March
Third Sunday of Lent
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Peter Newton (RIP)

	Monday 9th March 
Monday in week three of Lent
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 10th March 
Tuesday in week three of Lent
Island wide Stations of the Cross

	C/T

Douglas
Online
	 10 am

  2.30 pm
      7 pm
	Cathie Donnelly (Get Well) 

In person 
https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9

	Wednesday 11th March Wednesday in week three of Lent
	C/T
	10 am

	Nancy Tonner (RIP)

	Thursday 12th March 
Thursday in week three of Lent
	P/E
	10 am   

	John Lenon (RIP) 

	Friday 13th March 
Friday in week three of Lent
	C/T
C/T
P/E
	10 am
10.45 am
7 pm 
	
Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross

	Saturday 14th March 
Saturday in week three of Lent
	C/T
	10 am
10.45 am
	Gerry O’Toole 
Adoration and Confession

	Sunday 15th March 
Fourth Sunday of Lent
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
William McGuigan (RIP) 




Responsorial Psalm:
O that today you would listen to his voice! “Harden not your hearts”.

Gospel Acclamation:
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God.
Lord, you are indeed the Saviour of the world;
give me living water, so that I will not be thirsty. 
Glory to you O Christ, you are the Word of God

Communion Antiphon:
For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water I shall give will become in him a spring welling up to eternal life.


Offertory Collection: The offertory collection for the month of February was £1076.26. Thank you very much for your generosity.
Second Collection: There will be a second collection next Sunday for the Nugent Society.
Thank you: I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped in the preparation of the closing of the Jubilee Year and the celebration of the last Sunday Mass. My gratitude also goes to all who attended and to those who stayed afterwards to share in the celebration. Your presence and generosity and support are truly appreciated, and they continue to strengthen our parish community.  
Please note: On Tuesday the 10 am Mass will be held at St Mary’s due to work being carried out at St Columba’s.
Beetle Drive: There has been a change from Treasure Hunt to a Family Beetle Drive on Sunday 26th April. The Beetle Drive will be held at St Columba’s Hall starting at 2 pm. To book your places please speak to any member of the Social Club.
First Holy Communion: All children eight years of age and those who missed First Holy Communion last year are warmly invited to register for preparation of the Sacrament of First Holy Communion. Registration forms are available at the back of both churches. Kindly pick a form, complete it and return it with a copy of the child’s baptism certificate. We encourage parents and guardians to support their children in this important step of faith and spiritual growth. Thank you, and may God bless your families.
Stations of the Cross: In addition to the two in person services each Friday during Lent, there are two opportunities to join in Island wide services each week.  On Tuesdays at 2.30 pm there will be Stations of the Cross from St. Mary’s in Douglas. You can join this in person or via the livestream. There will be an online Stations via Zoom at 7 pm each Tuesday. The link to join is https://tinyurl.com/3r53fut9 or see Deacon Graeme for more information. You do not need Zoom on your phone or computer to access this.
Full Communion with the Catholic Church: If you are considering becoming a Catholic, completing your Sacraments or being received into full communion with the Church, we warmly invite you to speak with one of the clergy or Catechists.
[bookmark: _Hlk211502915]Mass Intentions: Gerry O’Toole, Cathie Donnelly, Nancy Tonner, John Lenon and William McGuigan.



Parish Diary
	27th March
7 pm
	Reconciliation Service at St. Columba's - including the opportunity for Individual Confessions.

	26th April
2 pm
	Family Beetle Drive at St Columba’s Hall

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 15th March
	Nugent

	Sunday 22nd March
	Easter flowers for the churches

	Sunday 3rd April
	Holy Places

	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life
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