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From the Presbytery desk……

[bookmark: _Hlk224717726]This is a most significant week in the Church’s Liturgy as we are invited to associate ourselves closely with the final days of the Lord Jesus’ earthly life and it is right that we are encouraged to participate as frequently as possible in the Liturgies.
One of the things we have reflected upon in these past weeks of Lent has been what can be seen as the ‘three legs’ of our Christian living – to KNOW, to LOVE and to SERVE. 
We come to KNOW the plan and purpose which God has for our lives through the supreme gift of Jesus; we learn how  to LOVE  because we see the example of self-giving which Jesus shows us through his teaching, the healing he brings to the lives of others, and ultimately the suffering and passion of Good Friday;  we  see how SERVE - and the meaning of caring for others - by the washing of the disciples’ feet and the giving of himself in the gift of the Holy Eucharist, Holy Communion.
The concept of SERVICE can sometimes be presented in a very negative sense, putting yourself down and failing to highlight the inherent dignity which each human life has. Far from it!  To SERVE – in the sense of to care for the good of others – is the highest dignity of human life: it is our vocation, our calling from God and, in our Christian vision of life, it is what brings us ultimate happiness or BLESSEDNESS, closeness to God.
In the events of Holy Week we see different aspects of how Jesus SERVES ….. how he looks to care for the good of others, that is the good of you and me. A well-known hymn, dated to 1664, puts it very beautifully

My song is love unknown,
my Saviour's love to me,
love to the loveless shown
that they might lovely be.
O who am I
that for my sake
my Lord should take
frail flesh and die?
This is my friend,
in whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend.

May Holy Week be a time of blessing for us all.
Canon Philip
***************
Chrism Mass in Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral: Father Philip will travel across to Liverpool to join with the Priests of the Archdiocese at the Chrism Mass on Wednesday 1st April. At this Mass the Bishop will bless the Holy Oils which will then be distributed to all the parishes of the Archdiocese and will be used in the celebration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Anointing of the Sick. 
The Collection made at the Easter Vigil and Masses of Easter Day is for the parishes and their expenses. 
A Reconciliation Service with the opportunity for individual Confessions will be held on Monday 30th March at 7.00pm in Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ramsey. 


· The Good Friday Collection for the Holy Places: The funds are administered by the Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land to preserve the Sacred Places and promote the Christian presence through its many pastoral, education, welfare, health and social facilities in Jerusalem, Palestine, Israel, Jordan, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Turkey, Iran and Iraq.

· Blessing of Easter Food for the Polish Community will take place in St Mary’s Church at 12 noon on Holy Saturday 4th April. 
· Easter Sunrise Service will take place at 6.15am on Douglas beach at the bottom of Broadway on Easter Sunday 5 April. This event is organised jointly by the Douglas churches. All welcome. Please see poster at the back of church.  

· T & Chat next meet on Tuesday 7 April from 10.30am until 12 noon in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Paul Sayle will be providing musical entertainment. Refreshments served. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Please contact Josie on 406063 for any further information.    

· Walk of Witness will start from St Anthony’s Church on Good Friday at 10am and continue along Douglas promenade to the Gaiety theatre, through Strand Street, finishing at St Mary’s. Stations of the Cross will be prayed on the journey. All welcome to join.  

· Lenten Lunches: Thanks to those who supported the Lenten Lunches which ran at Saint Anthony’s Pastoral Centre in Onchan this year. Particular thanks to those who very ably and generously gave of their time and abilities to provide the soups and desserts; great (and delicious!) work. The magnificent sum of £2,025 was raised and this will be sent, via CAFOD, to support needy families in Gaza.   

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat. Thank you to the volunteers who provide this service each week. 




Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 28th March 2026

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Deceased members of McNally family

	Sunday 29th March 2026
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes 

Michael McCarrick, anniversary

	Monday 30th March 2026
	No Mass today
	St Mary’s
	No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 31st March 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 

2.30pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Treaser Lancaster, sick

Stations of the Cross

	Wednesday 1st April 2026


	12.10pm

7.00pm
	St Mary’s 

St Anthony’s
	Dave Oliver, 2nd anniversary

Stations of the Cross

	Thursday 2nd April 2026

MAUNDY THURSDAY
	


7.00pm 
	


St Mary’s
	


Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Jocelyn Marquez, anniversary

	Friday 3rd April 2026
GOOD FRIDAY
	
12.00 noon

3.00pm 
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 
	
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

	Saturday 4th April 2026

HOLY SATURDAY 

Easter Vigil & 1st Mass of Easter
	11.00am to 12noon

12.00 noon

7.30pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Confessions

Blessing of Food for Polish community

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 5th April 2026
EASTER SUNDAY 
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Graham Priest, intentions 

Martin & Marcus Reaney, anniversary
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