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From the Presbytery desk……
We are the Easter People and Alleluia is our Song.
Sincere thanks to all those who helped prepare and decorate our churches so beautifully and worthily for the Triduum and Easter Day services and Masses, to our choirs and the Altar Servers, our Readers and Ministers of Holy Communion - and to Father Augustine and Deacon Graham for their support and assistance. I hope you experienced the blessings of our Liturgy together. It is an intense set of services – but well worth all the effort as it draws us closer to Jesus in his suffering, his death and his Risen Life. 
Thanks also to those who shared gifts and good wishes with me personally at the Feast: I am very grateful for your thoughtfulness and kindness. 
On the Wednesday of Holy Week I was in Liverpool for the annual Chrism Mass at the (other!) Cathedral. During this Mass each year the Archbishop Blesses and Consecrates the Holy Oils which will be used throughout the Archdiocese during the celebration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination and Anointing of the Sick. The Oils are then distributed to all the Parishes in the Archdiocese – a very tangible and visible reminder of the unity which we have with the Ministry of Archbishop John Sherrington. 
The three Holy Oils are:
Catechumens – used to anoint those coming for Baptism. It is a reminder of the strengthening and supporting Grace of Christ.
Chrism – used at Baptism, Confirmation and Ordination. The name CHRIST comes from the word for The One who is anointed for a particular Mission and Ministry, Jesus himself. In and through Jesus, we too receive our anointing and consecration for particular Vocations in the life of the Church and the world.
Oil of the Sick – this is used in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick ( sometimes referred to as ‘extreme unction’  the anointing we receive in our lives after Baptism and Confirmation )  This is a Sacrament of healing and strengthening, often celebrated with those who are suffering weakness or the infirmity of illness and older age.
Having brought back to the Island the Holy Oils for this Deanery, these ‘fresh’ Oils have been distributed to Ramsey and Peel, Castletown and Port Erin for the celebration of the Sacraments in those parishes. 
***************
During the 50 days of Eastertime we read at length from the Book of the New Testament called the ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. IT is almost the ‘what happened next’ of the years immediately after the Resurrection of Jesus – so in that way it gives us a precious insight into the first years of the life of the Church and how the message of the Resurrection was preached and accepted by those in Jerusalem and beyond. In the Acts of the Apostles we will encounter several significant characters and hear their stories. 
Happy continuation of Eastertide
***************
The Via Lucis Devotion, also known as the Way of the Light, focuses on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the events following it. It serves as a counterpart to the more widely known Via Crucis or Stations of the Cross, which meditates on Jesus' Passion and Crucifixion.
Produced by the Salesian community in Battersea, this beautiful set of videos focussing on 14 Resurrection stations, with scripture prayer and reflection. Each station last about seven minutes. The script was written by Fr David O'Malley SDB. The video production was done by Fr Anthony Lobo.
Fr David O'Malley writes: "The resource is designed for solo use or as a group focus for parish meetings during Eastertide. It can be viewed on a laptop, projected on a screen or accessed on a mobile phone.

"The core idea of this devotion is that like the cross, the Resurrection is a regular experience in our lives. The devotion encourages people to recognise 'little resurrections', moments of transfiguration, insights and energy that come with the Risen Christ.

"Our daily journey of faith does not stop with an empty tomb and it is all too easy today to be caught up into darkness and pessimism, as if Christ has not risen. This devotion is an antidote to despair and an invitation to hope on the journey to Pentecost and the energy of The Spirit."
Visit the Via Lucis resource here:   www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCHJGfG1yhh447Wgo232vozy6VsFyMYnT   
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· Prayer Vigil for Peace: Pope Leo will lead a prayer vigil for peace at 6pm Rome time this Saturday 11 April in St Peter’s Basilica. Archbishop John asks the archdiocesan family to unite with the Holy Father on Saturday evening for the intention of peace across the world. More information available at https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-04/pope-leo-xiv-appeal-ceasefire-middle-east-audience-8-april.html       
· Little Church break: St Mary’s Little Church will resume on Sunday 19 April. 
· Divine Mercy Sunday devotions will be celebrated in Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, Ramsey, at 2pm this Sunday 12 April. Everyone welcome. 

· Praying the Keeills Week will take place across the island from 16 – 23 May 2026. It’s an opportunity to explore tiny ruined chapels (keeills) which have dotted the Manx landscape for over a thousand years. In this ‘Year of the Manx Language (Blein ny Gaelgey)’, this theme will be celebrated during the week. There will be daily walks of varying lengths as well as a coach trip and an evening lecture. Further information available on leaflets at the back of church or at www.prayingthekeeills.org 

· Warm and Cosy Hub: The Hub has now closed for the Spring and Summer months. Thank you to the volunteers who provided a warm space with hot soup and refreshments each week during the winter. 

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 11th April 2026

2nd Sunday of Easter
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Ann Fox, birthday anniversary 

	Sunday 12th April 2026

2nd Sunday of Easter
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Jimmy Stack, anniversary

	Monday 13th April 2026
	
No Mass today
	
St Mary’s
	
No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 14th April 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Dennis Barratt, 2nd anniversary

	Wednesday 15th April 2026
	12.10pm
	St Mary’s 
	Elizabeth Harley & Trudy Dunbell dec’d

	Thursday 16th April 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Adrianus Verwey, recently died

Kathleen O’Brien, anniversary

	Friday 17th April 2026
St Bernadette

	
12.10pm 

	
St Mary’s 
	
Thelma Dugan Lancaster, deceased

	Saturday 18th April 2026

3rd Sunday of Easter
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition & Confessions 

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 19th April 2026

3rd Sunday of Easter
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Cath Newton, recently died

Greene & McIlroy families intentions
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