Tomorrow (Monday) in the Archdiocese we keep the liturgical memorial of Saint Maughold, Patron Saint of the Island. We will have a further opportunity to keep the Feast of the Saint in late July when the Island itself keeps ‘Saint Maughold’s Week’. Tradition has it that Saint Patrick set Maughold adrift in a coracle – a small round or oval shaped wooden boat, covered with animal hide: however Patrick didn’t give him a paddle and so told him that wherever he made land, that would be the missionary territory in which God wanted him to work!
The waves and winds took him as far as a place which we now know as MAUGHOLD HEAD, just outside Ramsey on the northern shores of the Island.  Here Maughold first lived as a hermit but, having been elected later as the Bishop for the Manx people, he travelled to various parts of the Island, proclaiming the Gospel and establishing places of worship and Christian gathering. 
It is good to remember our Christian heritage here on the Island.
As this is the Year of the Manx Language, we could do no better than greet each other with the prayer slaynt as shee: health and peace!
*****************
The Bishops of England and Wales have asked us to keep a Holy Hour praying for continued respect and care for the dignity of human life, from conception to natural death. As we are so close to the Feast of our Patron it seems right that also we pray for our Island Nation at this time and in this year when we go to the polls in the General Election in September. 
The opportunity for this Holy Hour will be at Saint Mary in Douglas, 4.30 – 5.30pm this afternoon (Sunday). 
*****************
This weekend is kept as a Sunday of particular prayer for Vocations to Ordained Ministry in the life of the Church: it coincides each year with the reading of the Gospel of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. 
We all have a vocation – a calling from God to a particular way of love and service in the life of the Church. This weekend there is the opportunity to pray for those in Formation for Ordination and to offer material support for the work of their preparation for Ordination in our Seminaries. Having spent the past 10 years leading a Seminary Community I can assure you that the support given to our Formators and Seminarians is greatly valued and is a great support on their journey.
For those who wish to contribute to the annual TRAINING FUND collection, there are white envelopes on the benches. You can use these today or take them away and return them in the Sunday Collection Baskets in the coming weeks.  
Thank You.
******************
Next Saturday (2nd May)  there will not be Exposition or Confessions because of the Celebration of FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS for children attending Saint Mary’s School.
Mass will be celebrated at 10.30am.


Funeral Rites for Father Brian OMahony CSSp
Tuesday 5th May
6.30pm   Reception of the body and evening Mass at Saint Patrick Peel
Transfer of the body to Ramsey
The church will remain open for personal prayer and we will conclude with Night Prayer at 10pm at Ramsey 

Wednesday 6th May
12 Noon Funeral Mass 
at Our Lady Star of the Sea and Saint Maughold, Ramsey
Followed by burial at Lezayre.

