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From the Presbytery desk……
A very happy Easter Day to you and to those who are dear to you! The message of the Angels (He is no longer here, in the tomb, he is Risen) has echoed through the world for these past nearly 2000 years and we are privileged to be part of the unfolding of that same Christian message………. it is celebrated in our Liturgies and devotions, witnessed to by our church buildings, and most of all made something real and active through our daily lives.
Having ‘fasted’ for the past 40 days from the use of the celebratory word ALLELUIA, which means in Hebrew PRAISE GOD, the Liturgy for these next 50 days is permeated with the repeated use of the word……. and we return in the Mass in using the GLORIA and the ALLELUIA before (and sometimes after!) the Gospel.
But ALLELUIA is not only a word…it is a way of living. Even in – and possibly because of - the hard and difficult times in which we live, that ‘attitude of being’ which sees everything as gift from God and therefore a cause for raising our voices in praise of God is an invaluable gift.
One way in which the Liturgy marks the change of Season is that the Marian Anthem – the short hymn to the Blessed Virgin which is used in daily prayer – is now the Queen of Heaven rejoice (in Latin Regina Caeli Laetare, Alleluia) 
The Regina Caeli (English)
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
for he, whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
has risen as he said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord is truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray: O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech you, that through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, his Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
This also takes the place of the Angelus, prayed three times a day (6am, Midday and 6pm) 

[bookmark: _Hlk224717726]The Via Lucis
In Lent we prayed the VIA CRUCIS – the Way of the Cross. This devotion has been the inspiration for a relatively modern form of prayer -The VIA LUCIS, the Way of Light.
Just as there are 14 stations (places to stop and think and use our imagination to enter into the journey of Jesus to Calvary) so there are 14 stations on the VIA LUCIS …opportunities to stop and think and imagine the events after the Resurrection. You may like to make use of these opportunities for your imagination and prayer in these days of Eastertime. 
1. Jesus is raised from the dead
2. The finding of the empty tomb
3. Mary Magdalene meets the risen Jesus
4. Jesus appears on the road to Emmaus
5. Jesus is known in the breaking of bread
6. Jesus appears to the disciples in Jerusalem
7. Jesus gives the disciples his peace and the power to forgive sins
8. Jesus strengthens the faith of Thomas
9. Jesus appears by the Sea of Tiberias
10.  Jesus forgives Peter and commands him to feed his sheep
11.  Jesus commissions the disciples upon the mountain
12.  The Ascension of Jesus
13.  Mary and the disciples wait in prayer
14. The Holy Spirit descends at Pentecost
Canon Philip
***************
The Collection made at the Easter Vigil and Masses of Easter Day is for the parishes and their expenses. 



· Blessing of Easter Food for the Polish Community will take place in St Mary’s Church at 12 noon on Holy Saturday 4th April. 
· Easter Sunrise Service will take place at 6.15am on Douglas beach at the bottom of Broadway on Easter Sunday 5 April. This event is organised jointly by the Douglas churches. All welcome. Please see poster at the back of church.  
· Little Church break: There will be no Little Church in St Mary’s on Easter Sunday or the following Sunday 12 April. St Mary’s Little Church will resume on Sunday 19 April. St Anthony’s Little Church will carry on during the Easter holidays. 

· T & Chat next meet on Tuesday 7 April from 10.30am until 12 noon in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Paul Sayle will be providing musical entertainment. Refreshments served. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Please contact Josie on 406063 for any further information.    

· St Anthony's Charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 9th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre. Everyone is welcome to come and join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle. 

· The Warm and Cosy Hub in the Columba Club is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10am until 2pm. All welcome to come along for a warm welcome, soup and a friendly chat. Thank you to the volunteers who provide this service each week. 

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 4th April 2026

HOLY SATURDAY

Easter Vigil & 1st Mass of Easter

	12.00 noon


7.30pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Blessing of Food for Polish community

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 5th April 2026

EASTER SUNDAY
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Graham Priest intentions

Martin & Marcus Reaney, anniversary 

	Monday 6th April 2026
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s
	
Chapter intention

	Tuesday 7th April 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Raymond McCreanney, anniversary

	Wednesday 8th April 2026
	12.10pm
	St Mary’s 
	Carlo Signorio, birthday remembrance

	Thursday 9th April 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm

2.45pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

Crematorium 
	Cesare Leonetti, birthday anniversary

Denis Gallagher, recently died

Funeral Service:  Breda Crean

	Friday 10th April 2026

	
12.10pm 

	
St Mary’s 
	
A McMullin & family, intentions

	Saturday 11th April 2026

2nd Sunday of Easter
	11.00am to 12noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition & Confessions 

Ann Fox, birthday anniversary 

	Sunday 12th April 2026

2nd Sunday of Easter
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Jimmy Stack, anniversary
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