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Divine Mercy Sunday
Mercy is one of the most beautiful words in the Christian vocabulary. It is love that bends down to lift up the weak, the wounded, and the sinful. Scripture reminds us that “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Psalm 145:8). God’s mercy is not abstract; it is deeply personal. It is the way God looks upon us, with compassion stronger than our failures and love greater than our sins.
This mercy becomes visible in the risen Christ. In today’s Gospel, Jesus enters the locked room where the disciples hide in fear and speaks the words they most need: “Peace be with you” (John 20:19). He shows them His wounds, not to shame them for abandoning Him, but to reveal that His love has conquered everything that separates us from God. Then He breathes the Holy Spirit upon them and entrusts them with the ministry of forgiveness. The Church is born from mercy and sent to be a vessel of mercy.
St. John Paul II understood this deeply. In the year 2000, he declared that the Second Sunday of Easter would be celebrated throughout the world as Divine Mercy Sunday, highlighting that the Resurrection is God’s great act of compassion for humanity. The message is simple yet profound: God never tires of forgiving; we are the ones who tire of asking.
Because we have received mercy, we are called to extend it. Jesus teaches, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). Mercy is shown in patience with those who struggle, and Forgiveness is offered. even when it is difficult, and compassion toward anyone who suffers.
As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, may we open our hearts to the healing love of Christ. And having received His mercy, may we become instruments of that same mercy in our homes, our parish, and our world.
                                                                                                                                                   Fr. Joseph

                                                                                                                         
 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 12th April 

	Sunday 12th April 
Second Sunday of Easter 
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Philomena Togher (RIP)

	Monday 13th April 
Monday week two of Easter 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 14th April 
Tuesday week two of Easter
	P/E


	10 am


	Kenny Hall (RIP)


	Wednesday 15th April 
Wednesday week two of Easter
	C/T
	10 am

	Ann Guyher (RIP)

	Thursday 16th April
Thursday week two of Easter
	P/E
	10 am 
10.45 am
	Graham Berryman (RIP)
Confessions


	Friday 17th April 
Friday week two of Easter
	C/T

	10 am 
	Louise Heaney (Ann)


	Saturday 18th April 
Saturday week two of Easter
	C/T
	10 am 

    10.45 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Confessions 

	Sunday 19th April 
Third Sunday of Easter 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Doreen Short (RIP)
People of the Parish 




Responsorial Psalm:
Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, his mercy endures for ever.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia alleluia 
You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not unbelieving but believing , alleluia 



Holy Hour: A reminder that on Sunday 19th April at 4.30pm in both churches there will be a Holy Hour of prayer for the promotion of the culture of life in our lands, parishes and communities.

Mass Intentions: Mathew Tully, Doreen Short, Graham Berryman, Philomena Togher, Louise Heaney, Ann Guyher, Louise Heaney, Kenny Hall, and Eileen Haywood. 





Parish Diary
	19th April 
4.30 pm
	Holy Hour of prayer for the promotion of the culture of life in our lands, parishes and communities. The Holy Hour will be held at the same time in both churches

	26th April
2 pm
	Family Beetle Drive at St Columba’s Hall

	9th May
10 am to 1 pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St John’s Mill with Rev. Chris Cook theme is Struggling with God

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867


Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life



“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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