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Resurrection: A Journey of Faith and Hope
Easter morning begins not with certainty but with surprise. Mary Magdalene arrives at the tomb expecting death, only to find the stone rolled away. Peter and John run to see for themselves. John enters, sees the burial cloths, and believes. The Gospel doesn’t show us the moment of resurrection; instead, it shows us the moment faith awakens.
In Acts, Peter proclaims the heart of the Christian message: Jesus, who healed, forgave, and welcomed, was crucified, but God raised Him on the third day. And now the apostles are witnesses. Easter is not just a memory; it is a mission. Christians today inherit that same calling: to witness to hope in a world that often expects only darkness.
Paul, writing to the Colossians, deepens the message. If Christ is risen, then we are called to rise with Him. Easter is not only about what happened to Jesus; it is about what is happening in us. To “seek what is above” means allowing the resurrection to shape our choices, choosing mercy over resentment, courage over fear, compassion over indifference.
Psalm 118 gives us the Easter cry: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” Not because life is perfect, but because Christ has conquered what we could never conquer on our own.
Today, the Resurrection means this:
• Death does not have the final word.
• Sin does not define us.
• Hope is stronger than despair.
• Christ walks ahead of us into every unknown.
The empty tomb is not just a sign of what God did. It is a promise of what God is doing—right now, in the lives of all who dare to believe.
Alleluia. Christ is risen. And because He is risen, everything is new.            
                                                                                                                            Fr Joseph                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                              	 
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 5th April 

	Sunday 5th April 
The Resurrection of the Lord
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Elaine Watterston (RIP)

	Monday 6th April  
Monday within the Octave of Easter
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 7th April 
Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
	P/E

	10 am 
	Elaine Morley (RIP)

	Wednesday 8th April 
Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
	C/T
	10 am

	Anne, William, and John Swain (RIP)

	  Thursday 9th April 
  Thursday within the Octave of 
  Easter

	P/E
	10 am  

10.45 am
	Thanksgiving for a great grandchild
Confessions

	Friday 10th April 
  Friday within the Octave of
Easter
	C/T

	10 am  

	Requiem Mass for Eileen Haywood

	Saturday 11th April 
Saturday within the Octave of Easter
	C/T
	    10 am 

10.45 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Confessions  

	Sunday 12th April 
Second Sunday of Easter 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Philomena Togher (RIP)






Responsorial Psalm:
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed; let us therefore celebrate the festival of the Lord.
Alleluia 

Communion Antiphon:
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; therefore, let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.  


Offertory collection: The offertory collection of March was £1321.35. The second collections were £147.46 for Nugent and for CAFOD £510.00. Thank you very much for your generosity. 

Second Collection: There is a second collection today for Holy Places.

Holy Hour: A reminder that on Sunday 19th April at 4.30 pm in both churches there will be a Holy Hour of prayer for the promotion of the culture of life in our lands, parishes and communities.

Mass Intentions: Elaine Watterston; Elaine Morley; Philomena Togher; Doreen Short; Anne, William, and John Swain; and Thanksgiving.



                                                Parish Diary
	19th April 
4.30 pm
	Holy Hour of prayer for the promotion of the culture of life in our lands, parishes and communities. The Holy Hour will be held at the same time in both churches

	26th April
2 pm
	Family Beetle Drive at St Columba’s Hall

	9th May
10 am to 1 pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St John’s Mill with Rev. Chris Cook theme is Struggling with God

	10th May
11 am
	Crowning of Our Lady during Mass at St Columba’s

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867


Second Collections from January to June
	Sunday 26th April
	Priest Training Fund

	Sunday 17th May
	World Communications

	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life




“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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