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From the Presbytery desk……

Between 40 and 50 
That is where we find ourselves – between 40 and 50 days since Easter.
The message of the empty tomb (‘Jesus is no longer here: he is risen) has been proclaimed down through the past 2,000 years and is still today the bedrock of our life of Faith. The promise of Jesus – I am with you always – is lived out each day in our Sacraments, in our personal prayer and in our life of devotions.
When the single candle, the Easter or Paschal Candle was first lit from the new fire, the Priest said
May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds
 and this is surely the prayer we make with and for each other each day…. There is darkness in our own lives which needs to be dispelled, there is certainly the darkness of violence and conflict which needs to be scattered is so many parts of the world today. 

We find ourselves in this period of the Easter Season which is between the 40th day (Ascension of the Lord) and the 50th day (Pentecost – the giving of the Holy Spirit). With Pentecost we close the Easter Season and the Paschal Candle, which has stood next to the Lectern for the Easter period, will be placed near the Baptismal Font. Rather than being lit every day (which is why it has burned down over the weeks) it will then be used at the celebration of Baptism and Christian Funeral, the beginning and end of our journey of Faith in this life. 

****************
· On Friday of this week (22nd May) Archbishop John Sherrington is with us on the Island and will be at Saint Mary in Douglas at 6.30pm to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for young people from the Parishes of Ramsey and Castletown. You will be very welcome to come and join us, support the Candidates with your prayer and meet Archbishop John.

· Thank you to those who supported so generously last week’s cake sale at Douglas in aid of the funds of the Lourdes Youth. This weekend the cake sale will be held at Onchan.


· After Mass at Onchan today (Sunday), a cheque for £ 2,259 will be presented to Manx Gateway, a local registered charity which has as its purpose to offer a safe, friendly and fun environment for anyone over the age of 16 who has learning difficulties. This marvellous amount of money has been raised over the past 6 months from donations made for the tea and coffee (and cake!) which is available in the Pastoral Centre at Onchan after the morning Mass of a Sunday. Thank you – and congratulations!  to all concerned.

Canon Philip

· Lourdes Youth Fundraising: Young People travelling to Lourdes with the Archdiocesan pilgrimage this July will be at St Anthony’s Mass this Sunday 17 May to speak and to raise funds with a Cake Bake sale. Please support if you can. All proceeds will go towards the cost of travel and accommodation for the Lourdes Youth Group. 

· Mary’s Meals: Thank you from the Columba Club to everyone who supported and helped with the Quiz Night last week in aid of Mary’s Meals. The wonderful total of £1,500 was raised and has been sent off to the Charity. This amount will help feed 78 children in the neediest parts of the world. Thanks to everyone for your generosity.       

· Columba Club: The next event will be a Cheese & Wine & Film Night on Friday 29 May. To coincide with the TT the film No Limit will be screened. This 1935 film stars George Formby as aspiring TT rider George Shuttleworth. Doors open at 7.30pm and the film will start at 8.15pm.  Tickets, priced at £10.00, will be available from Richard Coase, Brian Murphy and Sandra Slann.  

· Praying the Keeills Week will take place across the island from this Saturday 16 until 23 May 2026. It’s an opportunity to explore tiny ruined chapels (keeills) which have dotted the Manx landscape for over a thousand years. In this ‘Year of the Manx Language (Blein ny Gaelgey)’, this theme will be celebrated during the week. There will be daily walks of varying lengths as well as a coach trip and an evening lecture. Further information available on leaflets at the back of church or at www.prayingthekeeills.org 



Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 16th May 2026

7th Sunday of Easter
	
5.00pm
	
St Mary’s
	
People of our Parishes

	Sunday 17th May 2026

7th Sunday of Easter
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Keith Moore, sick

Frances McCarrick intentions

	Monday 18th May 2026
	
No Mass today
	
St Mary’s
	
No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 19th May 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service

Claire Radcliffe and neighbours

	Wednesday 20th May 2026

	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
Special intention

	Thursday 21st May 2026


	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 
	Patricia & Fiona Mercer, anniversary

Norberto Bocala, recently died

	Friday 22nd May 2026

	

12.10pm 

6.30pm

	

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 
	

Chapter Intention

Confirmations for Ramsey & Castletown

	Saturday 23rd May 2026

Solemnity of Pentecost - Whit
	11.00am

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  

Fr Philip Miller, 60th birthday anniversary

	Sunday 24th May 2026

Solemnity of Pentecost - Whit
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

James McConkey, recently died
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