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From the Presbytery desk……

Happy Feast of Pentecost!
Pentecost – the 50th day after Easter Sunday – is the day on which we remember the giving of the Holy Spirit, which transformed the rather timid and frightened Apostles into men who quite literally unlocked the doors and took to the streets to proclaim the resurrection of Jesus. The promise of Jesus – I am with you always – means that Peter and the other Apostles are strengthened and emboldened to become his witnesses in Jerusalem and, as the years go by, far beyond Jerusalem itself.
For the past 2000 years the Church has been strengthened and guided by this promise of Jesus and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are traditionally listed as wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear (respect) of the Lord. These gifts bear fruits in our daily living…… Saint Paul listed these in his letter to the Galatians (Chapter 5 vv 22-23 ) as love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

The working of the Holy Spirit in and through us gives the potential (possibility) for many good things, but we might boil them down to two: personal closeness to the will of God and also the benefit given to the whole community and society by the living out of these virtues. 
Saint Paul’s list is not a bad one for an examination of conscience which always forms part of our Night Prayer: how have I done this day in living out the virtues of the Holy Spirit?  There is always the temptation to think to ourselves ‘well other people are Not gentle, kind, faithful…… why should I be?  Firstly we are not ‘other people’: we are unique and uniquely called by God!  Also, like the Apostles on the first Pentecost Day, we are called to be strong and steadfast in Christ and in our proclaiming of his Risen Life to our family, communities and society TODAY.
This is the Vocation we all receive in our Baptism and Confirmation. Let us pray with and for each other. Happy Feast!

Canon Philip

Archbishop John Sherrington is inviting all parishes and parishioners across the archdiocese to join together in praying a Novena in preparation for the forthcoming Day for Life on Sunday 21 June. 
The Novena will run from Saturday 23 May to the Feast of the Visitation (Sunday 31 May). This is the third year in which the Dioceses of England and Wales will join with those of Scotland and Ireland to pray this Novena. 
The Novena is available on the Bishops’ Conference website: https://cbcew.org.uk/novena-for-life, as well as at https://prayforlife.ie. A joint message from the lead Bishops for Life of the three conferences can be found on the Archdiocese of Liverpool website on this link -  our website 

CAFOD: Catholic Legacy Week, 24-30 May, is a time when Parishes and Catholic charities such as CAFOD celebrate the work made possible in the life of the Church through gifts in Wills. Find out more about the week at https://cafod.org.uk/CatholicLegacyWeek 

****************
Welcome to those joining us for the TT Fortnight. Also a word to our teachers and students as they enjoy the May/June Half-Term break – may the sun shine on them!
As was announced at Ramsey and Peel last weekend, Father John Hindley will take over as Parochial Administrator for the Parishes of Our Lady Star of the Sea and Saint Maughold (Ramsey) and Saint Patrick (Peel) and we wish him well in his new pastoral responsibilities. He will remain as Roman Catholic Chaplain at Jurby Prison. 

· Thank you to those who generously supported last Sunday’s cake sale at St Anthony’s to raise funds for the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage. 

· Columba Club Cheese & Wine & Film Night on Friday 29 May. To coincide with the TT the film No Limit will be screened. This 1935 film stars George Formby as aspiring TT rider George Shuttleworth. Doors open at 7.30pm and the film will start at 8.15pm.  Tickets, priced at £10.00, will be available from members of the Club - Richard Coase, Brian Murphy and Sandra Slann.  

· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 2 June from 10.30am – 12noon at St. Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Refreshments will be served and everyone will be warmly welcomed. Please contact Josie on 406063 for any information.

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 23rd May 2026

Solemnity of Pentecost - Whit
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Fr Philip Miller, 60th birthday anniversary

	Sunday 24th May 2026

Solemnity of Pentecost - Whit
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

James McConkey, recently died

	Monday 25th May 2026
Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
	
No Mass today
	
St Mary’s
	
No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 26th May 2026
St Philip Neri

	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Requiem Mass: Anne Dowty

Mildred Gilhooly & Vivian Garnham, anniversary

	Wednesday 27th May 2026
St Augustine of Canterbury
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
Jim Collins, deceased

	Thursday 28th May 2026
Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest
	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 
	Alison Lynch, recently died

Sean Medlar, anniversary

	Friday 29th May 2026
St Paul VI
	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Angela Connell, deceased

	Saturday 30th May 2026

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
	11.00am


5.00pm
	St Mary’s


St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  


Tricia Fargher, recently died

	Sunday 31st May 2026

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Tayag family, intentions
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