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From the Presbytery desk……
This weekend is kept throughout the Catholic Dioceses in England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland as a Day for Life - an annual observance dedicated to raising awareness of the value and dignity of human life from conception to natural death. This year’s theme is ‘The wonder of the child in the womb’, rejoicing in the precious gift of life from the moment of conception, as well as highlighting the grief of those mothers and fathers who suffer the loss of a child in infancy.  Below is the message from the Holy Father Pope Leo. Further information and resources for the day can be found at the Bishops’ Conference Website, www.cbcew.org.uk e day in the Church’s year dedicated to raising awareness about 
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV sends prayerful good wishes to those participating in the 2026 Day for Life to be celebrated by the Bishops’ Conferences of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
His Holiness was pleased to learn of the theme chosen for this year, focused on the wonder of the full humanity of the child in the womb, as well as of your efforts to support mothers and fathers who have suffered the loss of an infant. Indeed, as he recently reminded us in the Encyclical Magnifica humanitas, from the very moment of conception every human being is endowed with an infinite dignity “simply by virtue of existing, of having been willed, created and loved by God” (No 52). This divine love fills the life of every person with meaning, and, far from ending with death, invites us to a new fullness in eternity.
His Holiness prays that all parents grieving the loss of a child, especially an infant, may find comfort and peace in the knowledge of God’s love for them and for their child, “for to him all of them are alive” (Lk 20:38). It is likewise his hope that these parents find the support they need in the Church community and especially in a life nourished by prayer and by the Sacraments.
In thanking you for your continued commitment to bear witness to the marvellous gift of life in all its grandeur and inherent dignity, the Holy Father assures all taking part of his prayerful closeness and cordially imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of comfort, strength and peace in Christ.   Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State
“the moral greatness of a nation is manifested above all in its capacity to accompany, protect and love those lives that pass through the greatest fragility”   Pope Leo to the Parliament of Spain, 2026
***************
Tomorrow (Monday) the Liturgy keeps the memory of Saint John Fisher and Saint Thomas More. Both were martyrs during the period of King Henry VIII and the English Reformation. Cardinal John Fisher was the Bishop of Rochester (named as a Cardinal shortly before his death) and Sir Thomas More was Lord Chancellor of England: both refused to consent to King Henry’s desire to name himself as Head of the Church in England and what was referred to as ‘the King’s great matter’ – his desire to divorce and remarry.
***************
On Wednesday (24th) we keep the Feast of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist. In medieval churches you would often find two depictions on the Triumphal Arch (the arch which marked the separation between the Nave and the Choir): the Annunciation (the visit of the Angel Gabriel to Mary) on one side and Saint John the Baptist on the other. This was because the ministry of John the Baptist is seen as so significant in the unfolding of God’s plan and purpose: John is the precursor, the one who goes before the Lord to prepare his way before him. 
The Preface for the Feast (the variable part of the Eucharistic Prayer) sums up what we see in the life and death of John the Baptist.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. In his precursor, John the Baptist, we praise your great glory, for you consecrated him for a singular honour among those born of women. His birth brought great rejoicing, even in the womb he leaped for joy at the coming of human salvation.

He alone of all the prophets pointed out the Lamb of Redemption [Jesus] and to make holy the flowing waters he baptized [Jesus] the very Author of Baptism and was privileged to bear him supreme witness by the shedding of his blood. And so, with the Powers of Heaven, we worship you constantly on earth, and before your majesty, without end, we acclaim:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts…
Canon Philip
· Columba Club Quiz Night will take place on Saturday 27 June. Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets costing £10 are available from Brian Murphy, Sandra Slann, Paul Copparelli and Sheila Signorio. Children under 15 years of age come free. Under 18s attending must be accompanied by an adult and supervised at all times. All proceeds will go to the Lourdes Youth Fund to help with their expenses in travelling to Lourdes as part of the Archdiocese Pilgrimage in July.  

· Manx Choir Association meeting at St Anthony’s on Sunday 28 June from 2pm to 5.30pm. All welcome. 

· Manx Bible Translators’ Trail Walk: The Manx Bible (Yn Vible Casherick) was published over 250 years ago. Parish Clergy shared the task of translation. On Saturday 4 July there will be a ‘pilgrimage walk’ visiting parishes to hear parts of the Scriptures which were translated there – in English and Manx. The walk will start at 10am at St Matthew’s, Douglas, proceeding along the level Heritage Trail. It's 8 miles but you can join and leave wherever you wish – no need to book! Bring drinks and a bite to eat if you'll be on the walk during lunchtime at Marown Vicarage from 12.30 to 1.30pm. More details on poster at the back of church. 

· T & Chat next meet on Tuesday 7 July from 10.30am to 12 noon in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Graham and Keith from Citizens Advice will be joining the group to talk about the work they do and to answer any questions. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063.  

· Lourdes Youth Group: A ‘Round the World Evening’ will take place on Thursday 9 July to raise funds for the IoM Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage. The event will take place from 7pm until 11pm in the Manx Legion Club on the Quayside in Douglas. Admission £15.  Children under 12 free. Under 18s attending must be accompanied by an adult and supervised at all times. Tickets available from Sheila Signorio or from St Mary’s Parish Office. 

· Next Week: Special Collection for Peter’s Pence. 


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 20th June 2026

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

John Smith, 6th anniversary

	Sunday 21st June 2026

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	June Herridge, birthday

People of our Parishes

	Monday 22nd June 2026
St John Fisher & St Thomas More 
	
No Mass today
	
St Mary’s
	
No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 23rd June 2026

 
	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Bill Casey, deceased

	Wednesday 24th June 2026
Nativity of St John the Baptist
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
Beverly Pavillar, 1st anniversary

	Thursday 25th June 2026

	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 
	Lorraine Hiller, recently died 

Tobin family intentions

	Friday 26th June 2026

	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Ian James Younger, birthday anniversary

	Saturday 27th June 2026

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul 
	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  

Bernard Cullinane, recently died

	Sunday 28th June 2026

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
People of our Parishes

Canon Brendan Alger, 3rd anniversary



During the week we received a very kind donation of a small Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham with the request that we display it for public veneration in the Cathedral. It will be placed in the Lady Chapel for the coming weeks. For those who may not know the story behind the Marian Shrine at Walsingham which is in Norfolk in The South East of England, you can find more details at the www.walsingham.org.uk.

*****************

Today (21st June) is Summer Solstice, the longest period of daylight. From today, the period of daylight begins to become shorter!! That’s nice…………!!
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