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Magnifica Humanitas and Our Response
This week a small group of parishioners have been working through Pope Leo’s first Encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, concerning the safeguarding the human person in the time of artificial intelligence. It is quite hard going in places, but it raises important questions that should concern anyone with an interest in the future of humanity and the dignity of human beings – and I hope that is all of us. Do we care that so much influence – and power – is vested with a small number of unelected people and corporations? Do we care that decisions are made in pure financial terms without considering the human cost? What are we going to do about it either individually or collectively?
In today’s Gospel, we see how Jesus was concerned about his people. He wanted to bring his Father’s Kingdom to them. He set out to heal them and sent others out to do the same. His aim was to bring them the peace of God, to help them by ridding them of their worries, their sickness, their embarrassment at being lost sheep without a shepherd. When he set up the twelve apostles he was making a New Israel, a new set of twelve tribes, as a permanent healing body, to make sure that the Kingdom of the Father and its peace and generosity would always be available. He was not setting up a clergy, a set of leaders, but appointing his own helpers in spreading God’s Kingdom.
That is what we and every Christian are called to do. Being a Christian isn’t as simple as coming to Church each week and saying a few prayers. Church and prayer are a critical starting point. They get us closer to God and help build our community. But then we need to look outwards. Do we make it our business to spread the Kingdom or the Kingship of God? Are we labourers in the harvest, trying to bring God’s peace and healing to all the sick sheep?
After all, we were made in the image of God, and God gave us the task of following on his creative work. And then Jesus too called us to work with him. What will you do this week to continue God’s work?
                                                                                  Deacon Graeme

Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 14th June  

	Sunday 14th June
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish
Maria Hampson (Good Health)

	Monday 15th June
Monday week Eleven in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 16th June
Tuesday week Eleven in Ordinary Time 
	P/E


	10 am


	Garry Heaney (Sick)

	Wednesday 17th June
Wednesday week Eleven in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	10 am

	Major Reid (RIP)

	Thursday 18th June
Memorial of St John Rigby
	P/E
	10 am 
 
	Thomas and Mary Brophy (RIP)

	Friday 19th June
Friday week Eleven in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am 
	Sheila O’Toole (RIP)

	Saturday 20th June
Saturday week Eleven of Ordinary Time  
	C/T
	10 am 

  10.45 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
   Confessions 

	Sunday 21st June
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish




Responsorial Psalm:
We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
The Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, only this do I seek: to live in the house of the Lord      all the days of my life. 


Second Collection:  Next Sunday, there will be a second collection for Day of Life 
Invitation:  You are warmly invited to join us each evening for Vespers at 6:30 pm at St Mary’s.  As a parish family, we will pray the Church’s beautiful evening prayer and then read together Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas (Magnificent Humanity). You can download it on your mobile phone or tablet from the website: https://www.papaslencyclicals.net.
This is a wonderful opportunity to:
· Root our evenings in the peace of the Liturgy of the Hours.
· Grow together in understanding the Holy Father’s vision for the dignity of the human person.
· Strengthen our sense of communion as we reflect, pray, and learn side by side.

Whether you come every night or whenever you are able, your presence enriches our parish prayer. Let us gather as one community, lifting our hearts to God and deepening our appreciation of the gift of our shared humanity.

Assisted Dying Protest: Join us on Tuesday, 16th June, from 8:30 am to 10:00 am, outside the Tynwald building, often referred to as the "wedding cake" building, in Douglas. MHKs will be discussing proposed changes to the Assisted Dying Bill, and we invite you to participate in a silent demonstration to show the strength of feeling against this bill before they enter the Tynwald chamber.

Foodbank Collection: To help replenish the shelves at the local Foodbank a collection of donations will be taken at both churches on Sunday 21st of June.  Thank you for your ongoing and very needed support.

Flower Festival:  St Columba’s will be taking part in the Flower Festival.  Julie Maddrell and Allyson Flack will represent St Columba’s at the Rushen Parish Flower Festival from 2-9 July.  We would love you to visit and support our entry.  This year’s theme is the Manx language.

Mass Intentions: Garry Heaney, Maria Hampson, and Sheila O’Toole.




                                                             Parish Diary 
	 4th July
11 am to 1 pm
	SVP Coffee Morning at St Columba’s Hall

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections from June to September
	Sunday 21st June
	Day for Life

	Sunday 28th June 
	Peter Pence

	Sunday 19th July 
	Priests in Retirement

	Sunday 13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday 20th September 
	Home Missions






Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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