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Saints Peter and Paul
Most of the major saints have their own feast days. Yet today, two of the greatest people of the early church share a feast day. These two men have very different backgrounds, yet from the earliest days the church has paired them together. In the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I), the list of saints starts with Peter and Paul reflecting their joint importance.
The thing I take most from this feast is God’s infinite forgiveness and the ability of people to change.
We first encounter Paul in the Acts of the Apostles at the stoning to death of Stephen, the first Christian Martyr. Then still called Saul, he looked after the coats of the people stoning Stephen and we are told “Saul entirely approved of the killing”. But after he (literally) sees the light on the Road to Damascus, Paul repents and becomes a great preacher, missionary and apostle to the Gentiles.
In contrast, all four of the Gospels show Peter as the leader of the apostles. As Simon, he was the first to be called; Jesus used his boat; Jesus used his house. Jesus gave Peter his new name meaning Rock, hence the play on words: “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church”. But Peter was far from perfect. He regularly remonstrated with Jesus and as Jesus foretold, Peter denied Him three times on the night before the crucifixion. After the resurrection, Jesus gives Peter the chance to repent.
Both Peter and Paul spread the good news beyond Galilee, reaching Rome, the centre of the Roman Empire. There they were martyred under Nero’s persecution of Christians, but their legacy has lived on in the Church as we know it today. Peter, the first Pope, succeeded by a continuous line until number 267, our current Pope, Leo XIV. Paul, the great preacher and writer has left us 13 letters to the various places he had visited when spreading the Gospel which we read from on most Sundays.
Let us pray that the Church might have people with their different gifts – Peters to be a source of unity and strength and Pauls to spread the Good News, lighting up a fire of Christ’s love in the world.
Deacon Graeme

	Week commencing 28th June

	Sunday 28th June 
Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul 
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish
Private Intention 

	Monday 29th June 
Week 13 in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 30th June
Week 13 in Ordinary Time
	P/E

	10 am

	Thomas and Mary Brophy (RIP)

	Wednesday 1st July 
Week 13 in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am

	Daniel Murphy (RIP)

	Thursday 2nd July 
Week 13 in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am 
 
	Private Intention 

	Friday 3rd July 
Feast of St Thomas
	C/T

	10 am 
	Benefactors of the Parish

	Saturday 4th July 
Week 13 in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am 
10.45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen 
Confessions 

	Sunday 5th July 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish





Responsorial Psalm:
From all my terrors the Lord set me free.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
Peter said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And Jesus replied: You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church. 



Second Collection There will be a second collection today for Peter’s Pence, which is in support of the Pope’s charitable activities.
Misson Appeal: Next Sunday, 5th July, the parish will be having a Mission appeal by the Augustinian Fathers at both Masses. 
Foodbank. Many, many thanks for your continued generosity towards our local Foodbank. The volunteers were absolutely delighted with the donations. There are some pictures on our Parish Facebook page showing just how much we donated. Thanks to Rosanne for coordinating this and also for sorting the donations into categories before passing them on.
Coffee Morning: The SVP would like to thank you for your continued support. With your help we have been able to help several young families in recent months. However, we now find it necessary to raise more funds. There will be a coffee morning on Saturday 4th July from 11 am to 1pm. Boxes will be in the porch of both churches for unwanted gifts, and raffle prizes. The hall will be open on Friday 3rd July from 2 pm to receive cakes etc. Thanking you in anticipation and wishing you every blessing.
Parish to Parish Walk: Join us for our annual Parish Walk on Saturday, July 11th. We will kick off the event at 11 am from St Mary’s in Castletown, making our way to St Columba’s via Scarlett. Once we arrive, enjoy delicious sausage baps and refreshments. The cost is £5 for adults and £3 for children. If you plan to attend, please inform any members of the social committee. Join us for an exciting summer parish event! We’re hoping for beautiful weather, just like we had last year.
Books about our faith: As catechists, we are often asked by both children and adults “why this?” or “what is that for?”. We have bought a limited number of copies of a wonderful, beautifully illustrated book called “Tell Me about the Catholic Faith: From the Bible to the Sacraments”. They are suitable for both adults and children and are available from Julie Maddrell at £20 each from this Sunday. Please ask to take a look after mass.
Flower Festival. The Rushen Parish Flower Festival runs from July 2nd to July 9th, 2026 at the Parish Church of Kirk Christ.  Open daily from 10:00 to 16:00, the event is completely free and features floral displays designed by local schools, churches, and community groups. Our Parish has been designated a window to dress as part of the festival. Please pop into Rushen Parish church to take a look.


Standing Orders. Thank you to everyone who donates to the parish using a standing order. This helps the parish with a regular income and saves counting and banking the cash. We will say a bit more about this in the next few weeks, but in the meantime, if you would like to sign up for a standing order, please see one of the Deacons or alternatively you can set it up via your on-line banking or calling in to your bank. The account details are: 
Name: ST MARY CASTLETOWN, Account Number 21546325, Sort Code: 40-29-12
Parish Diary
	4th July
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Coffee Morning at St Columba’s Hall 

	5th July 
	Mission Appeal by Augustinian Father 

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	18th July
10 am to 1pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St. John’s Mill
Alison MacTier from the Retreat Association
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee contact details: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867

Second Collections from April to September
	Sunday 28th June 
	Peter’s Pence

	Sunday 19th July 
	Priests in Retirement

	Sunday 13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday 20th September 
	Home Missions



“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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