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From the Presbytery desk……
This weekend we keep the Solemnity of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. The normal date for this is 29th June – but because that is Monday it has been transferred to the Sunday so that parish communities can celebrate together.
Saint Peter and Saint Paul were put to death under the time of the Roman Emperor Nero - Peter in AD 64 and Paul in AD 67. As early as the middle of the 200s there is evidence that the lives and deaths of each of them were celebrated together – the two great Witnesses (Martyrs) of Rome and still today Rome keeps this Festival with particular celebration – Masses, processions, fairs and fireworks! 
We are ROMAN Catholics because of the witness of these two followers of Christ – Rome of course in those days was the centre of an empire and that is one reason why Peter and Paul were brought there to receive their punishment and to meet their deaths. In a perverse way, the Emperor may have thought that by putting these two followers of the Christian Way to death in such a public and significant place he would stamp out the following of the Way of Christ: how wrong he was!
Although the events of the Lord’s death and resurrection took place in JERUSALEM, the martyrdom of Peter and Paul now move the centre of church administration and unity to ROME – and that is why through the centuries the Bishop of Rome, the Pope, presides over all in love (Saint Ignatius of Antioch).
Today the Church around the globe makes a collection called PETER’S PENCE – it is the gift given to the Holy Father so that he has the resources to help support numerous charitable works in aid of people and families in difficulty, populations afflicted by natural disasters and wars, or who are in need of humanitarian assistance or support for development.
As well as praying for the intentions of the Holy Father, this is an annual opportunity to join ourselves in a very practical and material way in the Pope’s universal (Catholic) ministry. 
Pope Francis (re) established a world-wide Prayer Network back in 2015 – the original idea being in 1844! Today you can find further information at  www.popesprayer.va 

Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intentions for the remainder of the year
· July – For respect for human life: Seek prayers for the protection of human life at all stages as a divine gift. 
· August – For evangelization in the city: Focus on creatively proclaiming the Gospel in large, often impersonal cities, building community amid anonymity. 
· September – For the care of water: Pray for equitable and sustainable water management so that everyone has access to this vital resource.  
· October – For mental health ministry: Advocate for establishing mental health ministry throughout the Church to reduce discrimination and stigma surrounding mental illness.    
· November – For the proper use of wealth: Pray that wealth is directed toward the common good and solidarity, resisting selfishness, and helping those in need.                
· December – For single parent families: Offer prayers that families missing a parent receive support, spiritual guidance and strength in faith during difficult times.    
***************
This weekend, there will be a Special Collection for Peter’s Pence. 

On Tynwald Day CAFOD will have a stand in the Global Village at St John’s. The IOM Government’s International Development Programme is supporting a CAFOD project in Nigeria to improve access to clean water and sanitation. If you are attending Tynwald Day, you are very welcome to visit the CAFOD stall.   

Food for thought……………
Pope Leo TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME  -  22 June 2026
On one hand, humanitarian action is increasingly burdened by bureaucratic procedures that can delay assistance to those in need. On the other hand, access to essential goods, including food, is too often influenced by economic or strategic considerations. As a result, those who do not generate quantifiable value risk becoming invisible.
This twofold dynamic creates a serious ethical challenge: the human person is no longer consistently placed at the centre of international action. In this context, it is important to acknowledge that “whereas forms of aid and development projects are obstructed by involved and incomprehensible political decisions, skewed ideological visions and impenetrable customs barriers, weaponry is not” (Francis, Address to the Executive Board of the World Food Programme, 13 June 2016). In effect, conflicts are “fed” more readily than people are nourished. This reality reflects not only operational shortcomings but also a fundamental imbalance in political and moral priorities.
Canon Philip


· Manx Choir Association meeting at St Anthony’s this Sunday 28 June from 2pm to 5.30pm. All welcome. 

· Manx Bible Translators’ Trail Walk: The Manx Bible (Yn Vible Casherick) was published over 250 years ago. Parish Clergy shared the task of translation. On Saturday 4 July there will be a ‘pilgrimage walk’ visiting parishes to hear parts of the Scriptures which were translated there – in English and Manx. The walk will start at 10am at St Matthew’s, Douglas, proceeding along the level Heritage Trail. It's 8 miles but you can join and leave wherever you wish – no need to book! Bring drinks and a bite to eat if you'll be on the walk during lunchtime at Marown Vicarage from 12.30 to 1.30pm. More details on poster at the back of church. 

· T & Chat next meet on Tuesday 7 July from 10.30am to 12 noon in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre. Graham and Keith from Citizens Advice will be joining the group to talk about the work they do and to answer any questions. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063.  

· Lourdes Youth Group: A ‘Round the World Evening’ will take place on Thursday 9 July to raise funds for the IoM Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage. The event will take place from 7pm until 11pm in the Manx Legion Club on the Quayside in Douglas. Admission £15.  Children under 12 free. Under 18s attending must be accompanied by an adult and supervised at all times. Tickets available from Sheila Signorio or from St Mary’s Parish Office. 



Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 27th June 2026

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Bernard Cullinane, recently died

	Sunday 28th June 2026

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Canon Brendan Alger, 3rd anniversary

	Monday 29th June 2026
	
No Mass today
	
St Mary’s
	
No Mass or service today

	Tuesday 30th June 2026

 
	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Timea Kovàcs, sick

	Wednesday 1st July 2026
St Oliver Plunkett
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
P K Mathew, 3rd anniversary

	Thursday 2nd July 2026

	10.00am  

12.00pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 
	Mervyn Leach, recently died 

Requiem Mass:  Dave Corkill

	Friday 3rd July 2026
St Thomas
	
10.00am

12.00pm 
	
Crematorium

St Mary’s
	
Funeral Service:  Christopher Metcalfe

Requiem Mass:  Cliodhna Costain

	Saturday 4th July 2026

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  

Antonio Amosin, anniversary

	Sunday 5th July 2026

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Nan Garlick, anniversary

People of our Parishes
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