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From the Presbytery desk……

Royal Visit 
On Tuesday, the Island welcomes His Majesty King Charles III, Lord of Mann. Due to the attendant road closures around the Tynwald Buildings on Tuesday, which will include Hill Street and Myrtle Street, we will NOT have Mass at Midday on Tuesday. Midday Mass will be celebrated this week on Monday but not on Tuesday. 
Please see the IOM Constabulary Notification at the back of St Mary’s Church with details of Parking Suspensions and Road Closures from Sunday 12 July until Tuesday 14 July.   

The Gathering 
A festival of Celtic music, song and dance Yn Chruinnaght, makes its return later this month.
Meaning 'The Gathering' in Manx Gaelic, Yn Chruinnaght brings together people from across the Celtic nations of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Brittany and the Isle of Man.
A special focus for 2026 will also be on Blein ny Gaelgey – the Year of the Manx Language, and Culture Vannin’s Manx Language Summer School. This year’s festival takes place from 27 July – 2 August.
Further information can be found at www.ynchruinnaght.com

Tynwald Day
Last Monday (6th July) we celebrated Tynwald Day and there was the traditional service held at the Royal Chapel of Saint John (the Baptist) at St. John’s. In tradition the outdoor Tynwald sitting was held on the Feast of the Birthday of Saint John the Baptist – June 24th – but with the addition of 11 ‘lost’ days with the change from the Julian to Gregorian Calendar in 1752, Tynwald Celebrations were transferred to 5th July.
One of the prayers which we used at the Service is an invitation to prayer for our elected representatives – and with the upcoming Elections on September 24th, we can include those who seek election to public office. We pray that they will always embrace the Christian virtue of service to the community.
Endue the High Court of Tynwald with wisdom and understanding that through them we might be wisely and justly governed.

**************
Listen….
This is the first word of the Rule or Way of Life written by Saint Benedict whose memory was kept in the Liturgy yesterday, 11th of July. Benedict was born in the Italian town of Nursia in Umbria around the year 480 ad. Disillusioned by the excesses of his time he went to the hills of Subiaco to seek solitude and space. There he found other communities who were likewise dedicating themselves to reflection and prayer and it was upon their goodness and wisdom (and at times opposition!) he relied in his early years. Soon he was joined by like-minded men who were inspired and challenged by his radical choice of life and he established 12 small communities around the Aniene valley, later moving to a hilltop site at Monte Cassino - and it was for the community of Monte Cassino that his ‘Rule’ or way of life was composed.
LISTEN – some years ago there was a radio programme called ‘the listening project’ whose description line as ‘It’s surprising what you hear when you listen’ . It brought people together and allowed them to engage and learn with and from each other. Our societies and communities could benefit from a dose of good and deep listening…. not just hearing words that are spoken but grasping the deeper significance of what is shared.  Benedict of course wrote this word – ausculta, be attentive – with regard to those who were to live under the way of life of the monastic community but is it not hard to see how this can be applied in my life and your life in the sphere of our prayer, the Liturgy we celebrate together, and indeed our daily interaction with the people with whom we share our lives. 
In 1964 Pope Paul VI declared Saint Benedict to be a Patron Saint for Europe. This was to acknowledge not only the sanctity and influence of Benedict and his Rule of Life but also the cultural effects which the Benediction Order had – and continues to have – in the European church of today. We ask his intercession that, in our day, we may be people who truly ‘listen’, people who recognise the dignity of all people and have lives which seek to embody the virtues and values of the Gospel in our communities today. 
Saint Benedict – pray for us!
Canon Philip

Annual Archdiocesan Lourdes Mass
The annual archdiocesan Lourdes Mass will take place on Sunday 19 July at 3pm at the Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. All are welcome - whether you are travelling on this year’s pilgrimage, have joined us in previous years, or are simply a supporter of the pilgrimage. Archbishop John Sherrington will be the Presider. For those who can’t get over to Liverpool for this, there will be a Lourdes departure Mass in St Anthony’s, Onchan, at 7pm on Friday 17 July.     

**************

· A new book ‘Imagining the World’ by John Mann will be launched in St German’s Cathedral, Peel on Sunday 12 July following Choral Evensong which begins at 3.30pm. The book is for devotional use during the ecumenical Season of Creation. Each daily reading is prefaced with an extract from the bible and ends with a short prayer. Everyone welcome.     

· Island Spirituality Network will meet from 10am to 1pm on Saturday 18 July at St John’s Mill. The speaker will be Alison MacTier, Director of the Retreat Association, on the theme ‘Meeting at the Well - exploring the Icon of Jesus and the Woman at the Well’. All welcome.   

· Saint Maughold Week – help celebrate the Patron Saint of the Isle of Man from 31st July to 7th August.



Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 11th July 2026

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Alison Lynch, recently died

	Sunday 12th July 2026

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

Monica Singleton, anniversary

	Monday 13th July 2026
	

12.10pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Robert McCartney, recently died  

	Tuesday 14th July 2026

 
	
10.00am

No Mass today 
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Eucharistic Service 

No Mass today (King Charles Tynwald visit) 

	Wednesday 15th July 2026

	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
Ian James Younger, 1st anniversary

	Thursday 16th July 2026

	10.00am  

12.10pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 
	Veronica Stackhouse, deceased 

Jaime Gallo Santacruz, birthday anniversary

	Friday 17th July 2026

	

12.10pm 

7.00pm
	

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s
	

Alice Gilmartin, recently died

Lourdes Departure Mass


	Saturday 18th July 2026

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  

John Black, deceased

	Sunday 19th July 2026

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Joe Greene, 9th anniversary

People of our Parishes
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