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Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year A)
Sowing Seeds, Reaping the Harvest
Today’s readings tell us a lot about reaping what you sow. They also tell us something about looking after what we sow – not just scattering the seed and then forgetting about it until you turn up expecting to reap a bumper harvest. If you only turn up at the start and end of the whole undertaking, you cannot expect much of an outcome.

Farmers tend the land, they prepare the soil for planting, they feed the soil and water the crops during growth, they reap the harvest and then sift out the chaff from the wheat.

Yesterday we celebrated the Feast of St Benedict, Abbot and Co-Patron of Europe, a Monk of the 5th/6th Century. Anyone who visits a Benedictine Monastery will see monks (or sisters) who share their talents at work that utilises their abilities – whether in the fields producing food or wine for the table or any / some other talent. Theirs is a collective effort by people of all backgrounds and experiences, much like our own parish – made up of people of all ages, backgrounds, work or life experiences and talents.

I mentioned briefly last Sunday just before the end of Mass that we are the guardians of the Parish during our time here. We inherited our buildings and, more importantly, our faith. Hopefully we will pass those things on to the next generation of parishioners who inherit our community buildings. We are a community of faith made up of many parts, many who cultivate our faith, many who maintain our buildings and spaces for the good of all.
You i.e. we, all have our part to play, our talents and faith to share in our community. We need to nurture our faith, sow the seeds of faith, tend the flock and buildings. 
To that end, we are undertaking a major programme of refurbishment to both of our Parish churches and, we will also look at fitting gates to the front of the Church of St. Columba, to ensure the safety of our flock of little ones when they are running about in our garden after Mass on Sundays. We also need to ‘tend our lambs’!
                                                                                                                                           Deacon Alan
                                                                                                                                             Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 12h July 

	Sunday 12th July 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	Michael Dean (RIP)
People of the Parish


	Monday 13th July 
Week 15 in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 14th July 
Week 15 in Ordinary Time
	P/E


	10 am


	Gary Heaney (Sick)

	Wednesday 15th July 
Memorial of St Bonaventure 
	C/T
	10 am

	Mary Sullivan (RIP)

	Thursday 16th July
Week 15 in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am 
 
	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Friday 17th July
Week 15 in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am 
	Private Intention 

	Saturday 18th July
Week 15 in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	10 am 

  10.45 am 
	Special Intention 

Confessions 

	Sunday 19th July 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish

















Responsorial Psalm:
Some seed fell into good soil and yielded its fruit.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
The seed is the world of God, Christ the sower: all who find him will live for ever.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for ever singing your praise.

Second Collection: There will be a second collection next Sunday for Priests in Retirement.

Thank you: Fr. Tomas Jr Banayag, OSA extends heartfelt gratitude to the parishioners on behalf of the Augustinian Fathers for their incredible generosity, as the collection totalled £369.70.

Books about our faith: As catechists, we are often asked by both children and adults “why this?” or “what is that for?”. We have bought a limited number of copies of a wonderful, beautifully illustrated book called “Tell Me about the Catholic Faith: From the Bible to the Sacraments”. They are suitable for both adults and children and are available from Julie Maddrell at £20 each. Please ask to take a look after Mass.

Lourdes Departure Mass: There is a Lourdes Departure Mass next Friday (17th) at St. Anthony in Onchan at 7pm. All welcome! 

Mass intentions received: Michael Dean, Louise Heaney , Mary Sullivan, and Gary Heaney.



.


“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
Archdiocese of Liverpool
A charitable incorporated organisation (registered UK charity number 1199714)
Parish Diary
	18th July
10 am to 1pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St. John’s Mill
Alison MacTier from the Retreat Association
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867

Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday 19th July 
	Priests in Retirement

	Sunday13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 



