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Full Communion with the Catholic Church: 
Its Meaning and Implications

The Church teaches that to be in full communion with the Catholic Church means to be united with Christ and with the whole Church through three essential bonds: the profession of the true faith, the celebration of the sacraments, and communion with the Church’s pastors, especially the Pope and the bishops in union with him. (Lumen Gentium, 14).

Full communion is much more than having one’s name in a parish register. It is a living relationship with Christ and His Church. It means accepting the teachings handed down by the Apostles, taking part faithfully in the sacramental life, especially the Holy Eucharist and living in charity with all members of the Body of Christ. It also means recognising the authority entrusted by Christ to the Pope and the bishops for the shepherding of His Church.

This communion is both a gift and a responsibility. Through Baptism, we are incorporated into Christ. We are then called to deepen that communion through regular participation in Sunday Mass, frequent reception of the Sacraments, daily prayer, and a life of holiness and service. Communion with Christ should always be reflected in our communion with one another. We cannot claim to love Christ while harbouring division, resentment, or indifference towards our brothers and sisters.

The Catholic Church also recognises that many Christians who belong to other Churches and ecclesial communities share a real, though imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church through Baptism and faith in Christ. We thank God for this shared faith. We also continue to pray and work for the day when all Christians may be fully united around the one Eucharistic table, as Jesus prayed: “That they may all be  one” John 17:21.

As we gather for the Eucharist this Sunday, let us renew our commitment to live as faithful Catholics in full communion with the Church. May our words, actions, and witness reflect the unity, truth, and love that Christ desires for His people. Let us also keep in our prayers those preparing to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church, that they may be strengthened by God’s grace and welcomed with joy into the family of faith.

With special thanksgiving, we welcome Rachael Thecla, who is to be received today into full communion with the Catholic Church. Rachael, you are warmly welcomed into the family of faith, and we pray that the Lord will bless you abundantly as you share in the rights and responsibilities of all the baptised.
                                                                                                     Fr. Joseph
                                                                                                                                             Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 19th July 

	Sunday 19th July 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Daniel Murphy (RIP)

	Monday 20th July 
Week sixteen in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 21st July 
Week sixteen in Ordinary Time
	P/E


	10 am


	Joyce and Barry Marton

	Wednesday 22nd July 
Feast of St Mary Magdalene 
	C/T
	10 am

	Major Sykes (RIP)

	Thursday 23rd July
Feast of St Bridget
	P/E
	10 am 
 
	    Thomas and Mary Brophy 

	Friday 24th July
Week sixteen in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am 
	

	Saturday 25h July
Feast of St James
	C/T
	10 am

  10.45 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen 
Confessions 

	Sunday 26th July 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Frank Burke (Ann)
People of the Parish




Responsorial Psalm:
O Lord, you are good and forgiving

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, you have revealed the secrets of the Kingdom to little children.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a memorial of his wonders he gives food to those who fear him.
Second Collection: There will be a second collection today for Priests in Retirement.

Welcome:  Today we welcome Rachael Thecla Moore to Full Communion with the Catholic Church.

Sponsorship:  On 8th August, Lucy, Bethany, and Holly Parr will be walking the coastal path from PORT (St Mary's) to PORT (Erin) to support "Working Animals International." You can find charity and sponsorship details after the 11:00 am Mass at St Columba’s on July 25th. Alternatively, donations can be made electronically via Rachel's Just Giving page by visiting JustGiving.com and searching for "Working Animals International."

Books About Our Faith:  As catechists, we are often asked by both children and adults “why this?” or “what is that for?”  We have bought a limited number of copies of a wonderful, beautifully illustrated book called “Tell Me about the Catholic Faith: From the Bible to the Sacraments.” They are suitable for both adults and children and are available from Julie Maddrell at £20 each. Please ask to take a look after Mass.

Port St. Mary Beach Mission. This Free of Charge Christian Holiday club takes place from 26th July to 7th August and is for young people from 0 to 17. You are welcome to attend as much or as little of the two weeks as you want. To register or for more information please go to psmbm.im


Mass Intentions Received:  Frank Burke, Joyce and Barry Marton

.


“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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Parish Diary
	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867

Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday 13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday 20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 



