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The Treasure That Shapes Our Life
The readings this Sunday invite us to consider what we truly treasure and how that shapes our choices. In the first reading, Solomon asks not for wealth or power but for wisdom to serve well. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of a hidden treasure and a pearl of great price; these are images of the Kingdom that call for decisive, joyful commitment.

In today’s world, these images feel strikingly relevant. We live in a culture overflowing with options, noise, and constant comparison. Many people chase success measured by productivity, influence, or financial security. Yet we also see a growing hunger for something deeper. Consider the rise of digital detox retreats, where people willingly give up their phones for a weekend simply to recover a sense of peace. Or think of young adults choosing careers in teaching, nursing, or social work, even though these paths rarely promise wealth. These choices echo Solomon’s request: a desire for wisdom, purpose, and service rather than status.

The parables of the treasure and the pearl remind us that the Kingdom is not an abstract idea but a reality that transforms priorities. A parent who rearranges their life to care for a child with special needs, a volunteer who spends evenings at a food bank, or a community that rallies around a struggling neighbour; these are modern glimpses of people who have found something worth giving everything for. They show that the Kingdom is discovered not in grand gestures but in the quiet, consistent choosing of love.

Jesus also speaks of a net gathering fish of every kind. Our world mirrors this diversity: people of different backgrounds, beliefs, and stories drawn together. The sorting, Jesus reminds us, belongs to God. Our task is to cast the net wide with compassion, patience, and hope.

Today’s readings ask us to examine our own treasure. What do we look for? What shapes our decisions? And do our choices reflect the wisdom and joy of those who have discovered the pearl of great price, the life of God offered to us each day. 
                                                                                                                                                   Fr. Joseph
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 26th July 

	Sunday 26th July 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	Frank Burke (Ann)
People of the Parish

	Monday 27th July 
Week seventeen in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 28th July 
Week seventeen in Ordinary Time
	P/E


	10 am


	Special Intention 

	Wednesday 29th July 
Memorial of SS Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
	C/T
	10 am

	Thomas and Mary Brophy (RIP)

	Thursday 30th July
Week seventeen in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am

	Major Reid (RIP)

	Friday 31st July
Memorial of St Ignatius of Loyola
	C/T

	10 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen 

	Saturday 1st August
Memorial of St Alphonsus Liguori 
	C/T
	10 am
10.45 am
	People of the Parish 
Confessions 

	Sunday 2nd August 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Lily Bradley (Ann)
Robert Preston (Ann) 




Responsorial Psalm:
O Lord, how I love your law!

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, you have revealed the secrets of the Kingdom to little children.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits.



St Columba’s Car Park:  In the next two weeks you will notice that a chain will be put in place across the entrance and exits to St Columba’s car park at non-Mass times. We have had several incidents of people using the car park at non-church times resulting in damage to the tarmac. The chain will not be locked and easily unhooked but we hope it will act as a deterrent to illicit users.
Garden at St Columba’s:  Congratulations to the gardening team at St. Columba's. Not only does it look fantastic and welcoming, but last Sunday, all the flowers in church were grown in our own garden. Thank you for all your hard work.
Books About Our Faith:  As catechists, we are often asked by both children and adults “why this?” or “what is that for?”. We have bought a limited number of copies of a wonderful, beautifully illustrated book called Tell Me About the Catholic Faith: From the Bible to the Sacraments. They are suitable for both adults and children and are available from Julie Maddrell at £20 each. Please ask to take a look after Mass.
Mass Intentions Received:  Frank Burke, Lily Bradley, Special Intention and Robert Preston.



.


“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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Parish Diary
	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867

Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 



