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CHURCH OFFERTORY AND DONATIONS
The offertory is never just a practical moment in the liturgy. It is a profoundly spiritual act in which the People of God place their lives, their labour, and their love before the Lord. When bread and wine are carried to the altar, they symbolise everything we bring: our time, our gifts, our struggles, our hopes, and yes, our financial contributions. All of it becomes part of the sacrifice that Christ transforms.
At its heart, Christian giving is not about funding an institution; it is about participating in God’s work. St Paul reminds us that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). The cheerfulness he speaks of is not superficial happiness but the freedom that comes from recognising that everything we have is already God’s gift. Our offering is a response of gratitude, not an obligation born of pressure.
The early Church understood this deeply. St Justin Martyr described how Christians gathered on the “day of the sun,” listened to the Scriptures, prayed, and then each gave according to their ability so that the community could care for the poor, the widows, the sick, and the stranger. The offertory was inseparable from charity. It still is. Every donation, whether small or large, becomes part of the Church’s mission: to preach the Gospel, to celebrate the sacraments, and to serve those in need.
In a world that often measures worth by wealth, the offertory teaches us a different logic. God sees the heart. Jesus praised the widow who gave two small coins because she offered herself with trust. Our giving becomes meaningful when it expresses love, when it supports the community, we belong to, and when it helps build a Church that is alive, welcoming, and compassionate.
Ultimately, the offertory invites us to imitate Christ, who offered Himself completely. When we give generously, we participate in His self-giving love, allowing our resources to become instruments of grace. It is a weekly reminder that faith is lived not only in words but in concrete acts of generosity that sustain the Body of Christ and extend His mercy to the world.
Fr Joseph

Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 5th July 

	Sunday 5th July 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	 9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish
Gerard Doyle (RIP)

	Monday 6th July 
Week 14 in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 7th July 
Week 14 in Ordinary Time
	P/E


	10 am


	Elaine Morley (RIP)

	Wednesday 8th July 
Week 14 in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am

	Major Reid (RIP)

	Thursday 9th July
Week 14 in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am 
 
	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Friday 10th July
Week 14 in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am 
	Olive Maher (RIP) - Birthday

	Saturday 11th July
Feast of St Benedict 
	C/T
	10 am 

  10.45 am 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen 
Confessions 

	Sunday 12th July 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Michael Dean (RIP)
People of the Parish





Responsorial Psalm:
I will bless your name for ever, my God and king.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little children.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.

Mass intentions received: Elaine Morley (RIP), Gerard Doyle (RIP), Garry Heaney, Louise Heaney (RIP), Joyce and Barry Morton, Michael Dean (RIP), Olive Maher (RIP), Private Intention


Welcome: Today at the 11.00 Mass, we welcome Aimee Joanna Piptronska into the Church as she receives the sacrament of Baptism. May the Lord be with her and her family.
Misson Appeal: Today we will be having a Mission appeal by the Augustinian Fathers at both Masses. 
Thank you to everyone who helped and supported yesterday’s coffee morning. The SVP will put the proceeds to good use.
Parish to Parish Walk: **NEXT SATURDAY** Join us for our annual Parish Walk next Saturday, July 11th. We will kick off the event at 11 am from St Mary’s in Castletown, making our way to St Columba’s via Scarlett. Once we arrive, enjoy delicious sausage baps and refreshments. The cost is £5 for adults and £3 for children. If you plan to attend, please inform any members of the social committee. Join us for an exciting summer parish event! We’re hoping for beautiful weather, just like we had last year.
Books about our faith: As catechists, we are often asked by both children and adults “why this?” or “what is that for?”. We have bought a limited number of copies of a wonderful, beautifully illustrated book called “Tell Me about the Catholic Faith: From the Bible to the Sacraments”. They are suitable for both adults and children and are available from Julie Maddrell at £20 each. Please ask to take a look after mass.
Flower Festival. The Rushen Parish Flower Festival runs until July 9th at the Parish Church of Kirk Christ.  Open daily from 10:00 to 16:00, the event is completely free and features floral displays designed by local schools, churches, and community groups. Our Parish has been designated a window to dress as part of the festival. Please pop into Rushen Parish church to take a look.
Parish Finances. Deacon Alan will speak at the end of both Masses today about our Parish finances.
Happy Tynwald Day and Manx National Week. Remind yourself of our Island’s Christian heritage reflected in our national anthem and think about the last verse, a great motto for life.

1 		O land of our birth,
O gem of God's earth,
O Island so strong and so fair;
Built firm as Barrule,
Thy Throne of Home Rule
Makes us free as thy sweet mountain air.

2	When Orry, the Dane,
In Mannin did reign, 
'Twas said he had come from above; 
For wisdom from Heav'n 
To him had been giv'n 
To rule us with justice and love.
3	Our fathers have told 
How Saints came of old, 
Proclaiming the Gospel of Peace; 
That sinful desires, 
Like false Baal fires, 
Must die ere our troubles can cease.

4	Ye sons of the soil,
In hardship and toil,
That plough both the land and the sea,
Take heart while you can,
And think of the Man
Who toiled by the Lake Galilee.

5	When fierce tempests smote
That frail little boat,
They ceased at His gentle command;
Despite all our fear,
The Saviour is near
To safeguard our dear Fatherland.

6	Let storm-winds rejoice,
And lift up their voice,
No danger our homes can befall;
Our green hills and rocks
Encircle our flocks,
And keep out the sea like a wall.

7	Our Island, thus blest,
No foe can molest;
Our grain and our fish shall increase;
From battle and sword
Protecteth the Lord,
And crowneth our nation with peace.

8	Then let us rejoice
With heart, soul and voice,
And in The Lord's promise confide;
That each single hour
We trust in His power,
No evil our souls can betide.

“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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Parish Diary
	5th July 
	Mission Appeal by Augustinian Father 

	11th July 
11 am 
	Parish to Parish Walk 

	18th July
10 am to 1pm
	Island Spirituality Network at St. John’s Mill
Alison MacTier from the Retreat Association
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections from July to September
	Sunday 19th July 
	Priests in Retirement

	Sunday 13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday 20th September 
	Home Missions




