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From the Presbytery desk……
Father John Hindley wrote in his newsletter for Ramsey and Peel last weekend: 
Three years ago, I was offered the chance of a sabbatical, but declined because of Mum’s health at the time. This week it was confirmed that the offer has come up again, so I have decided to take it up with the approval of the Archbishop. Thank you to the priests who will be covering to allow me to go.
The Archdiocese has been approached to provide a long-term supply cover for the parishes in the North. In the meantime, Father Joseph, Father Augustine and I will be providing cover as best we can for the Masses and services at Ramsey and Peel. This may have an impact on ourselves here in Douglas and Onchan and I’m sure you will appreciate the situation in which we find ourselves. 
****************
As we move from August into September, we welcome our children and teachers back to schools this week. Indeed September feels like a ‘re-start’ month and of course for us here on the Island it is a significant time in that we have our General Election for the House of Keys on Thursday 24th September. 
Saint Paul writes to Timothy in the New Testament and says that
 “I urge that requests, prayers, intercessions, and thanks be offered on behalf of all people, even for leaders and all who are in authority, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. Such prayer for all is good and welcomed before God our Saviour, since he wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 
We ask God’s blessing on all involved in the electoral process that we may indeed maintain the values and virtues of the Gospel in our daily and communal life.
****************
On Monday 7th September and Tuesday 8th September we have the great joy of welcoming to the Island relics of Saint Gerard Majella: Masses will be celebrated after which there will be the opportunity to venerate the relics.
Monday 7th September  -  7.00pm    Our Lady Star of the Sea and Saint Maughold, Ramsey
Tuesday 8th September  -  10.00am   Saint Columba, Port Erin
-  12.10pm   Saint Mary of the Isle, Douglas
                                           -   7.00pm    Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan.
Saint Gerard was a young Redemptorist Lay Brother from Italy who was born in 1726 and who died in 1755 at the early age of 29. During his life, Gerard developed a close bond with the Neapolitan peasant community. In his work with the Redemptorist community, he was variously a gardener, sacristan, tailor, porter, cook, carpenter and clerk of works on the new buildings. He is invoked as patron Saint for the unborn children, expectant mothers and women in childbirth.
****************
Island Spirituality Network (ISN) 
On Saturday 12 September at St John’s Mill, 10am-1pm ISN will welcome representatives from Focolare, an international movement for peace and unity. It grew from a small group of Italian women who met and prayed during the darkest days of the Second World War and from that small beginning in the 1940s, communities carrying this vision were formed across the world, and across Christian denominations and traditions. Houses have been established in many countries and each has a worldwide perspective with members from various places, who move from house to house across the world, becoming part of the community, taking employment and simply dwelling in lives of prayer and offering. Primarily it is a movement within the Catholic Church, but of our two speakers for ISN in September, one is Irene Jovaras, who lives in the Northern Ireland Focolare house, and Callan Slipper, who is an Anglican priest and is from London. They will be speaking to us of their vision, their spirituality and their life in community. All welcome. 

On Sunday 13th September afternoon at 3pm, everyone is invited to assemble as our archdiocesan family at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King for the culmination of the Apostolic Nuncio’s visit to the archdiocese. This date coincides with the 175th anniversary of the establishment of the Metropolitan Chapter of Liverpool. The celebration with take the form of Evening Prayer sung in the Cathedral. There will be a drinks reception following in the Cathedral crypt.


Canon Philip
Invitation from Fr Joseph Kiganda to Celebration of Jubilee Year of St. Francis of Assisi at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin
2026 is a Jubilee Year marking the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis of Assisi. This has particular significance for our parish of St Mary and St Columba. Around 1373, the Franciscan Friars Minor established Bymacan Friary in Arbory, within the bounds of our present parish, and served the people of the south of the Isle of Man until the dissolution in 1540. Their legacy remains an important part of our spiritual heritage. 
To help mark this special occasion, we have invited Fr Maximilian Martin, OFM Conv. to the Isle of Man. As part of the visit, he will be doing a talk to the Christian communities on the Island. The talk will be in two parts of around 45 minutes each, with a short tea/coffee break between them, covering:

1. Caring for Creation, Promotion of Peace, and Serving the Poor. A reflection on the heart of Franciscan mission and its relevance for Christian discipleship today.
2. The Relevance of Franciscan Spirituality in the Modern World. How the charism of St Francis continues to speak powerfully to contemporary society and to the life of the Church.

    10.00am on Saturday 26th September 2026 at St. Columba’s Church, Port Erin


You and your congregations are cordially invited to join us for this talk. If possible, it would be useful to know approximate numbers likely to attend. Please advise attendance via the details below:-
Fr. Joseph M. Kiganda, CSSp, Parish Priest, St. Mary’s, Castletown and St. Columba’s, Port Erin, 24 Bowling Green Road, Castletown, Isle of Man, IM9 1EB;  email: stmarycastletown@rcaol.org.uk;  Telephone: 01624 822272

· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 1 September at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. Cilla Platt from IOM Beekeepers will join the group to give an insight into beekeeping. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information.  

Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 29th August 2026

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Catherine Fincher, anniversary

	Sunday 30th August 2026

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Lucas Corlett, recently died 

People of our Parishes

	Monday 31st August 2026
	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Michael Mercer, sick

	Tuesday 1st September 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Robert McCartney, deceased 

	Wednesday 2nd September 2026

	
12.10pm

1.30pm

	
St Mary’s 

St Mary’s
	
Angela Dean, anniversary

Funeral Service:  Kath Ross

	Thursday 3rd September 2026

St Gregory the Great 
	10.00am  

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	John Myles, 35th anniversary

Abigail Watson intention 

	Friday 4th September 2026

	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Deceased members of the Reynolds family

	Saturday 5th September 2026

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 6th September 2026

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eileen & John Jawczak, anniversary

Maureen Metcalfe, anniversary




Mass Intentions. At Douglas and Onchan we receive many Mass Intention requests and – as we no longer have Canon Brendan or Father Brian Dougherty with whom we can share these Intentions, it can sometimes be a long time before we can allocate a daily or Sunday Mass. I am wondering whether people would mind if the Intentions were shared with Ramsey/Peel or Castletown/Port Erin so that, while the Masses would still be celebrated here on the Island it might be elsewhere than Douglas or Onchan? Those who have access to the Deanery Website would still be able to see where the Intention was to be celebrated. 
If people would be content with this, please say so on the Mass Intention Envelope which you fill in. Thank you.



Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated; A charitable incorporated organisation (registered charity number 1199714)
image2.jpeg




image1.png




