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                                   Feeds Us in Body and Soul
Last Sunday I was in Liverpool and had the privilege of assisting at the 11am Mass in the Cathedral. At the start of Mass, the Dean, Fr. Anthony O’Brien, welcomed me, noting I was from the Isle of Man and mentioning the co-cathedral. It was nice to be linked back to here and be able to include our parish congregations in my prayers.
Today’s Gospel is the well-known miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 (or maybe even 10,000 or 20,000 as the 5,000 doesn’t include the women and children). Other than the Resurrection, this is the only miracle to appear in all 4 Gospels. It is that important.

The early Christian community especially cherished this story because they saw it as anticipating the Eucharist. The same main actions and verbs (took, blessed, broke gave) were used to describe both the loaves event and the institution of the Eucharist. The way in which Jesus’ actions are described [“looked up to heaven and said a blessing… broke the loaves and gave them to his disciples,”] makes a connection with Jesus’ Last Supper and the Church’s celebration of the Eucharist. The miracle itself is a symbol of the Eucharist, the Sacrament of unity, and the sharing of the broken bread is a sign of a community that shares and provides in abundance for the needs of its members. Matthew invites us to see this miracle as a symbol explaining the Sacrament’s meaning.

We need to nourish our souls with Jesus in Word and Sacrament. The Mass does this. The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist are equal parts of the Mass. The reason the Deacon carries the Book of the Gospels in procession is to emphasise the importance of the Word in the same way that at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, the Priest and Deacon hold up the bread and wine now turned into the Body and Blood of Christ.

And I can tell you that carrying the Book of the Gospels in procession around the Cathedral was both an honour and a moving experience. And then I got hit by the enormous echo as soon as I started reading!
Deacon Graeme

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 2nd August 

	Sunday 2nd August 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	Lily Bradley (Ann)
Robert Preston (Ann)

	Monday 3rd August 
Week eighteen in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 4th August 
Memorial of St John Vianney 
	P/E


	10 am


	Elaine Morley (RIP)

	Wednesday 5th August
Week eighteen in Ordinary Time

	C/T
	10 am

	Daniel Murphy (RIP)

	Thursday 6th August 
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
	P/E
	10 am

	Louise Heaney (RIP)

	Friday 7th August 
Week eighteen in Ordinary Time
	C/T

	10 am
	Major Sykes (RIP)

	Saturday 8th August 
Memorial of St Dominic
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Confessions 

	Sunday 9th August  
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	Jan Walraven (RIP)
People of the Parish 




Responsorial Psalm:
You open your hand and fulfil us, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon:
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste. 



St Columba’s Car Park:  In the next two weeks you will notice that a chain will be put in place across the entrance and exits to St Columba’s car park at non-Mass times. We have had several incidents of people using the car park at non-church times resulting in damage to the tarmac. The chain will not be locked and easily unhooked but we hope it will act as a deterrent to illicit users.
Books About Our Faith:  As catechists, we are often asked by both children and adults “why this?” or “what is that for?”. We have bought a limited number of copies of a wonderful, beautifully illustrated book called Tell Me About the Catholic Faith: From the Bible to the Sacraments. They are suitable for both adults and children and are available from Julie Maddrell at £20 each. Please ask to take a look after Mass.
Condolences: We extend our heartfelt condolences to Linda Walraven and her family following the recent passing of her husband. Jan was a familiar presence among the parishioners attending the 9 am Mass at St. Mary’s. We hold Linda and family in our hearts, and we assure them of our prayers for strength, for comfort and for the peace that only God can give. 
Mass Intentions Received: Lily Bradley, Robert Preston, Elaine Morley, James Wadsworth, Bob Stabler, Jan Walraven, Lucy Gresty, Louise Heaney, Mary and James Doyle, Gerard Doyle, and Gary Heaney.


.


“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
Archdiocese of Liverpool
A charitable incorporated organisation (registered UK charity number 1199714)
Parish Diary
	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867

Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 



