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The Ontology of Self Surrender  
There is this small handbook we read as toddlers preparing for the first Holy Communion called “the Penny Catechism”, in it contained the questions *who created you? And *why did He create you? The answers to these questions are God created me. He created me to know Him, love Him, serve Him and be with Him in paradise. These point to the purpose of our existence.

Following or serving God presupposes a surrender and denial of self with the view to reaching heaven. As Christians, when we recite the “I Believe in one God.” at Mass, we are not just uttering meaningless words, but we are making a declaration of faith rooted in total commitment to God. However, when confronted with the full implication, we tend to retreat and, in some cases, abandon the project completely.

Last Sunday, Peter professed Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God then was crowned the head of the Apostles. But today when confronted with the real task of discipleship, he started to remonstrate with Jesus. Jeremiah, on his own, showed deep anguish, frustration, and resentment when it was time to renounce himself and carry his cross as God’s general, overwhelmed by the mockery he incurred as a result of his prophetic utterances as God’s ambassador.

Thank God the burning fire of God in him and the prophetic zeal held him on.
So dear friends, genuine faith in Christ demands total surrender of our desires, perseverance and taking up our cross to follow Jesus who took up a cross to save us. This is rather than conforming to the whims and caprices of the world. A cross less Christian is a Christless Christian.

Enjoy Your Sunday!                                                                                         Fr. Augustine                             
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 30th August 

	Sunday 30th August 
Twenty- Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	Joan Blondell (RIP) 
People of the Parish 


	Monday 31st August 
  Monday week in Ordinary Time
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 1st September 
Tuesday in Ordinary Time 
	P/T


	10 am


	Elaine Morley (RIP)

	Wednesday 2nd September
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
	10 am

	   Special Intention 

	Thursday 3rd September 
 Feast of St Gregory the Great
	P/E
	10 am

	Gerard Doyle (RIP)

	Friday 4th September 
Friday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T

	10 am
	Andrew Fraser Smith (Ann)

	Saturday 5th September 
Saturday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	10 am

10.45 am
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen
Confessions 

	Sunday 6th September 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Paul Douglas (Ann) 




Responsorial Psalm:
For you my soul is thirsting. O Lord, my God. 

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, enlighten the eyes of our hearts, so that we may know the hope to which he has called us.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon
How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for those who hear you 



St Mary’s Garden: Next Saturday we are having a garden clean-up at St Mary’s to get the garden ready for winter. Everyone is invited and there will be refreshments available. 
 
Sunflowers: This Sunday, right after the 11 am Mass at St. Columba's, we'll be selling sunflowers. The proceeds will go towards our garden and flower fund, so come grab some blooms!
Readers’ Training: A session will be held at 3pm on Saturday 5th September at St. Columba’s. This is aimed at people who wish to join the reading rota but is also open to current readers who want a refresher.
Relics of Saint Gerard Majella: On Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th September we have the great joy of welcoming the Relics of Saint Gerard Majella to the Island. They will be present at the following masses after which there will be the opportunity to venerate the relics:
· Monday, 7th September - Our Lady Star of the Sea and St. Maughold, Ramsey at 7 pm
· Tuesday 8th September - St. Columba, Port Erin at 10.00 am
· Tuesday 8th September - St. Mary of the Isle, Douglas at 12.10 pm
· Tuesday 8th September - St. Anthony of Padua, Onchan at 7 pm
Feast of Our Lady of Rushen: Our patronal feast day is on Saturday 12th September. We will celebrate this with Mass at St. Mary’s at 3.30 pm rather than 10 am and we hope that as many people as possible can join us. Afterwards we will have a celebratory tea/coffee biscuits and cake.

Barn Dance: Come along and join the fun! The Social Club is delighted to invite you to a barn dance on Saturday 19th September from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm. Dust off your hats and boots and come along for an evening of music, dancing, and fun for all the family. Fancy dress is optional so feel free to dress up and get into the spirit of the evening. There will be a small entrance charge of £2 for adults and £1 for children. This is a faith supper and BYOB event. Please bring a dish to share and your own alcoholic drinks if desired. Cold drinks will be available. We will hold a raffle to help raise funds for the Social Club to enable us to subsidise future events and activities. Places are limited to 60 so please book early to avoid disappointment. To secure your place please speak to Lynn or Sue at St Mary’s or Dee or Nick at St Columba’s. So, grab your hat pull on your boots and come and enjoy a great night of community dancing and fun.  
Mass Intentions Received:  Andrew Fraser Smith, Doreen Short, Nuala and Brian Dwyer, Elaine Morley, and Paul Douglas 

Parish Diary
	5th September 
10 am 
	St Mary’s Garden clean up 

	5th September
3 pm
	Readers training at St Columba’s

	12th September 
10 am
	Island Spirituality Network meeting at St John’s Mill with talk from representatives from Focolare an international movement for peace and unity

	12th September 
3.30 pm 
	Feast of Our Lady of Rushen Mass 

	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	26th September
10 am 
	Teaching session with Fr Maxmilian Martin OFM at St Columba’s.

	27th September 
11 am 
	Parish Celebration of the Jubilee Year of St Francis 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday13th September
	Catholic Education 

	Sunday20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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