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From the Presbytery desk……
This weekend, the Liturgy celebrates the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This Feast Day is an important one in that it highlights our Catholic devotion towards the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God. We do not worship Mary or indeed any of the Saints: we give them veneration - but Worship is for God alone. 
Along with our Orthodox brothers and sisters (and increasingly parts of the Communities of the Reformation) we as Catholics invoke the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary that she may assist us in our Christian journey.   
The reason this Solemn Feast of the Assumption can be celebrated on a Sunday is that it is also a Feast of the Lord Jesus himself; it highlights the unbreakable bond between Jesus and the woman who gave birth to him in the flesh – Mary herself. 
This Feast also marks the middle of the ‘holiday’ season of August and, especially where there is excessive heat in the month of August, it is the opportunity for some days of rest (Holy Day=Holiday). In Catholic Countries, like Italy, it could also be the occasion for processions, family gatherings and sometimes even fireworks and village festivities!
As is often the case, it is the PREFACE of the Eucharistic Prayer (the variable section leading up to the HOLY HOLY) which encapsulates the significance of the Feast.
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,
we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Today the virgin Mother of God was taken up into heaven
to be the beginning and the pattern of the Church in its perfection,
and a sign of hope and comfort for your people on their pilgrim way.
You would not allow decay to touch her body,
for she had given birth to your Son, the Lord of all life, in the glory of the incarnation.
In our joy we sing to your glory with all the choirs of angels:  Holy, holy, holy Lord...

I think the phrase ‘a sign of hope and comfort for your people on their pilgrim way’ is particularly beautiful and moves this Feast from being simply a commemoration of a past event to being something which inspires and nourishes my faith today. We are all part of a journeying community of Faith or, as it says in the Eucharistic Prayer No 3, ‘a pilgrim church on earth’. We have not yet reached our goal and purpose – that is perfect communion with the Holy Trinity, Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
Each day we strive to do our best: to take the graces of our Baptism and Confirmation and, strengthened by the gift of the Holy Eucharist, to be faithful and loving witnesses to the wisdom and truths of the Gospel. We may live in a society which prides itself on being secular and gives scant recognition or value to the spiritual and religious needs of humanity – but, for us, the love of the Blessed Virgin and her openness to the plan and purpose of God in her life is indeed ‘a sign of hope and comfort’ in our daily journey of faith, hope and love. 
The earliest written prayer of devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary – older than the Hail Mary or the Hail Holy Queen – is found in a Greek papyrus dated around 250 AD; in translation it reads

We turn to you for protection,
O Holy Mother of God.
Listen to our prayers, and help us in our needs,
Save us from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin

A warm welcome to our guests and visitors over these next weeks – and to those who may be travelling off-Island on holiday and to spend time with family, friends and loved ones – safe journeying!
***************
Father Philip will be leading the evening service at the ancient chapel of Saint Adamnan (just outside Baldrine) at 7.30pm on Wednesday 26th August. All welcome!
***************
A reminder that for those who are Coeliac/Gluten intolerant we can provide Holy Communion Breads which are gluten free. Please let us know this is what you need by coming into the Sacristy before Mass. 
***************
If you, or someone you know, is in Hospital and would like to be visited by Father Philip or a Minister of Holy Communion please let us know through the office (675509) or by emailing the parish office on saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk. The Hospital/Hospice no longer provide Father Philip with a list of those in Hospital or on which Ward to find people.
Canon Philip
   

· Our Liverpool Cathedral of Christ the King is currently hosting A Mother’s Warmth, an Icon Exhibition by Bulgarian artist and iconographer Dian Kostov up until 30 August 2026. Admission is free.






Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 15th August 2026

Solemnity of the Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary

	


5.00pm
	


St Mary’s
	


Alan Lynch, anniversary

	Sunday 16th August 2026

Solemnity of the Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes 

Sheila Hennessy, anniversary


	Monday 17th August 2026
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 18th August 2026


	
10.00am

12.00 noon
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Eucharistic Service 

Requiem Mass:  Claire Carter

	Wednesday 19th August 2026

	
12.10pm

	
St Mary’s 
	
Christopher McCowliff, deceased

	Thursday 20th August 2026


St Bernard
	10.00am  

10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s
	Geraldine Donnelly intentions 

Funeral Service:  John Wannenburgh

Fidela Bueno, recently died

	Friday 21st August 2026

St Pius 
	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Carmel Seeldrayers, 4th anniversary

	Saturday 22nd August 2026


21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon


5.00pm
	St Mary’s


St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions  


Margaret Cullinane, anniversary

	Sunday 23rd August 2026

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Ken Hargate, deceased 

People of our Parishes 
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