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    23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 6th September 2026 
(Year A for Sundays; Cycle 2 for weekdays; Psalter Week 3)
(Readings: Page 396)  (Page 449 for Order of the Mass) 

      
From the Presbytery desk……
A Paper Anniversary ….. it is 12 months since I returned here to Douglas and Onchan. Thank you for the warmth of welcome and collaboration which has greeted me! I look forward to many more years to come…..!!
****************
This afternoon (Sunday 6th) there will be a harvest celebration at 3pm in Lonan Old Church (Saint Adamnan) led by Bishop Patricia Hillas, the Anglican Bishop of the Isle. All welcome.
****************
Tomorrow (Monday 7th), Father Royston Price, a Redemptorist Priest from London, will arrive on the Island bringing with him relics of the Redemptorist Saint, Gerard Majella. Our Masses on the island are:
Monday 7th September  -  7.00pm    Our Lady Star of the Sea and Saint Maughold, Ramsey
Tuesday 8th September  -  10.00am   Saint Columba, Port Erin
-  12.10pm   Saint Mary of the Isle, Douglas
                                           -   7.00pm    Saint Anthony of Padua, Onchan
Father Price will preside at these Masses and then there will be the opportunity to venerate the Relics. I hope many people will take this opportunity.
****************
In these coming weeks, Father Leo Daley will come to the Island to provide long-tern cover at Ramsey and Peel while Father John Hindley is on Sabbatical. Our thanks to Father Leo for joining us – and to Father Joseph who has been looking after Ramsey and Peel in these last days. 
****************
The visit of the Apostolic Nuncio – invitation to the Mass and Evening Prayer at The Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. Father Philip will be at Diocesan meetings with the Nuncio on Friday and Saturday of the coming week and consequently there will be no lunchtime Mass on Friday or Confessions on Saturday morning, 12th September. Travel arrangements and weather permitting (!) he will be back in time for the 5pm Saturday evening Mass. 
****************
The Sanctuary Lamp…. burns in our churches next to the Tabernacle as a constant reminder of the Presence of the Lord Jesus in the gift of the Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion) which is reserved in the Tabernacle. In that sense the Sanctuary Lamp is both reverencing the Real Presence and also acts as a constant sign of the prayer of the Community.
In some churches, 7 day candles are placed in the chapels dedicated to the Sacred Heart and Our Lady and these can burn for particular intentions (family thanksgivings, those in hospital and the like) and, as this could easily happen at Saint Mary in Douglas, I propose that we give this a trial; if people would like the opportunity to have 7 day candle burning for a particular intention, please let the Parish Office know ( saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk or 675509 ). The Intentions will be printed each week in the Book of Prayer which can be found at the pillar nearest the Lectern in Saint Mary’s church. Suggested donation: £5
****************
The Season of Creation
September 1st marked the official entry into metrological autumn – and with it the entrance into what in the Liturgical cycle of pray is the Season of Creation. Ever since Pope Paul VI highlighted the damage that was occurring to the natural environment in a letter he published in 1971, the Church has been keen to highlight the importance of our having a harmonious relationship with the natural environment.
Pope Leo XIV extends an invitation to all of us: “Let us imagine a world in which the energies currently invested in war are directed toward integral human development, to overcoming poverty, protecting human dignity and reconciling divided peoples. Such a vision reflects faith in the coming of God’s Kingdom”.

****************
As the general election approaches, we are reminded of the prayers we make at the Royal Chapel at St John’s each year on Tynwald Day:  Bless those who administer the law and all who hold public office; that they may uphold justice, honesty and truth. Give us a broader vision of the needs of the whole world, a deeper compassion to fill these needs and a desire to uphold the rights and freedoms of all your children, regardless of creed or race.                     Canon Philip
Please note the slight alteration in lunchtime Masses at Douglas this week; there will be Mass on MONDAY but not on FRIDAY.
Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 5th September 2026

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 6th September 2026

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Eileen & John Jawczak, anniversary

Maureen Metcalfe, anniversary

	Monday 7th September 2026
	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Chris Metcalfe, recently died

	Tuesday 8th September 2026


The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	10.00am

12.10pm 

7.00pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Kinga Warchal, recently died 

Claire Carter, recently died

	Wednesday 9th September 2026
	
12.10pm
	
St Mary’s 
	
Lilian Posadas, recently died

	Thursday 10th September 2026

St Ambrose Barlow
	10.00am  

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Ken Hargate, deceased

Eunice, sick

	Friday 11th September 2026

	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today 

	Saturday 12th September 2026

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	No Confessions

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	No Exposition or Confessions today  

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 13th September 2026

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Dolores Taggart, recently died

Deceased of Wall, Corkill & Kenna families



· Little Church in both St Anthony’s and St Mary’s resumes this weekend 6 September at 9.30am and 11am Masses. Welcome back everyone. 

· St Anthony’s Charity Bingo will be held on Thursday 10 September at 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome to come along and join in the fun with tea, coffee and a raffle.  

· Bingo Night with host Brian Murphy on Friday 11 September at the Columba Club. Doors open at7.30pm. Entrance fee £2; Books £3; Fast Flyer £3. Proceeds go to the Columba Club. Enjoy a drink while you play. 

Island Spirituality Network (ISN) 
On Saturday 12 September at St John’s Mill, from 10am - 1pm. Irene Jovaras and Callan Slipper, representatives from Focolare, an international movement for peace and unity, will speak of their vision, their spirituality and their life in community. All welcome. 
****************
Invitation from Fr Joseph Kiganda to Celebration of Jubilee Year of St. Francis of Assisi at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin
2026 is a Jubilee Year marking the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis of Assisi. This has particular significance for our parish of St Mary and St Columba. Around 1373, the Franciscan Friars Minor established Bymacan Friary in Arbory, within the bounds of our present parish, and served the people of the south of the Isle of Man until the dissolution in 1540. Their legacy remains an important part of our spiritual heritage. 
Fr Maximilian Martin, OFM Conv. will be coming to give a talk to the Christian communities on the Island. The talk will be in two parts of around 45 minutes each, with a short tea/coffee break between them, covering:

1. Caring for Creation, Promotion of Peace, and Serving the Poor. A reflection on the heart of Franciscan mission and its relevance for Christian discipleship today.
2. The Relevance of Franciscan Spirituality in the Modern World. How the charism of St Francis continues to speak powerfully to contemporary society and to the life of the Church.

    10.00am on Saturday 26th September 2026 at St. Columba’s Church, Port Erin


It would be useful to know approximate numbers likely to attend. Please advise attendance via the details below:-
Fr. Joseph M. Kiganda, CSSp, Parish Priest, St. Mary’s, Castletown and St. Columba’s, Port Erin, 24 Bowling Green Road, Castletown, Isle of Man, IM9 1EB;  email: stmarycastletown@rcaol.org.uk;  Telephone: 01624 822272



Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated; A charitable incorporated organisation (registered charity number 1199714)
image2.jpeg




image1.png




