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From the Presbytery desk……
On Friday and Saturday Canon Philip represented us in Liverpool at meetings to welcome the Apostolic Nuncio to the Archdiocese. 
The Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, His Excellency Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendia, is the Holy Father’s representative to the Catholic Church in Great Britain and also serves as the Ambassador of the Holy See to The Court of Saint James’ Palace: as such he is also an accredited diplomat to Great Britain.
His visit is a significant occasion for the Archdiocese, strengthening our Communion with Pope Leo XIV and indeed the Church around the world.
The last time the Nuncio was in the Archdiocese was in November 2023 when he came to the Isle of Man to inaugurate Saint Mary of the Isle in Douglas as the Co-Cathedral for the Archdiocese.
***************
Father Royston sends his good wishes and thanks for the warm welcome he received earlier last week when he travelled to The Island bringing with him the relics of Saint Gerard Majella. This year marks 300 years since Gerard’s birth - and the Relics have been to over 100 Cathedral and churches across the British Isles. His visit to us is a reminder of the many ways in which the Saints of years past – and the current Saints of God – inspire us on our Christian journey and vocation today. 

The Preface of All Saints – the variable section of the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass – puts it well
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you are praised in the company of your Saints
and, in crowning their merits, you crown your own gifts.

By their way of life you offer us an example,
by communion with them you give us companionship,
by their intercession, sure support,
so that, encouraged by so great a cloud of witnesses,
we may run as victors in the race before us
and win with them the imperishable crown of glory,
through Christ our Lord.

And so, with the Angels and Archangels,
and with the great multitude of the Saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts . . .

****************
From 1st September through until 4th October, the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, the Church keeps a Season of Creation during which we are invited to give particular thanks for the beauty of the created world around us and also the fruits of the earth - our harvest of good things from the land.
On the weekend of 3rd/4th October we will celebrate the Harvest by using particular prayers at Mass and – at each of the Masses - we will be invited to bring gifts of food and other goods which will then be donated to the FOODBANK to be shared with those in need.
At 4pm on the afternoon of Sunday 4th, Father Philip will celebrate a Mass for the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi at Saint Anthony in Onchan. Saint Francis is the Patron Saint of Italy and so we hope to be joined by members of the Island Italian Community. The Mass will be celebrated in Italian (with readings in English!).

The Sanctuary Lamp…. burns in our churches next to the Tabernacle as a constant reminder of the Presence of the Lord Jesus in the gift of the Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion) which is reserved in the Tabernacle. In that sense the Sanctuary Lamp is both reverencing the Real Presence and also acts as a constant sign of the prayer of the Community.
In some churches, 7 day candles are placed in the chapels dedicated to the Sacred Heart and Our Lady and these can burn for particular intentions (family thanksgivings, those in hospital and the like) and, as this could easily happen at Saint Mary in Douglas, I propose that we give this a trial; if people would like the opportunity to have 7 day candle burning for a particular intention, please let the Parish Office know ( saintmaryiom@rcaol.org.uk or 675509 ). The Intentions will be printed each week in the Book of Prayer which can be found at the pillar nearest the Lectern in Saint Mary’s church. Suggested donation: £5
Canon Philip

· Isle of Man Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage 2027 meeting will take place in St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre, Onchan at 7pm on Saturday 19 September. This meeting is for young people aged 15 (or in year 10) up to 22 years who are interested in joining the Archdiocese of Liverpool Pilgrimage in July 2027 and for those young people who have previously been to Lourdes who wish to go again. Please see the poster at the back of church.    

· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 6 October at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. Steve Cowin will join the group to provide musical entertainment. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information.  


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 12th September 2026

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 13th September 2026

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Dolores Taggart, recently died

Deceased of Wall, Corkill & Kenna families

	Monday 14th September 2026
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 15th September 2026

Our Lady of Sorrows
	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Dave Corkill, recently died  

	Wednesday 16th September 2026
Saints Cornelius and Cyprian
	
12.00 noon
	
St Mary’s 
	
Requiem Mass:  Vincent Grace  

	Thursday 17th September 2026

 
	10.00am  

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Peter & Mary Clarke & family, deceased

Daniel Stephens, anniversary

	Friday 18th September 2026

	

12.10pm 
	

St Mary’s
	

Romel Turla, recently died

	Saturday 19th September 2026

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

Fidela Bueno, deceased

	Sunday 20th September 2026

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	People of our Parishes

James Stack, anniversary



Celebration of Jubilee Year of St. Francis of Assisi at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin
2026 is a Jubilee Year marking the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis of Assisi. Fr Maximilian Martin, OFM Conv. will be coming to give a talk to the Christian communities on the Island. The talk will take place at 10.00am on Saturday 26 September in two parts of around 45 minutes each, with a short tea/coffee break between them, covering:

1. Caring for Creation, Promotion of Peace, and Serving the Poor. A reflection on the heart of Franciscan mission and its relevance for Christian discipleship today.
2. The Relevance of Franciscan Spirituality in the Modern World. How the charism of St Francis continues to speak powerfully to contemporary society and to the life of the Church.
It would be useful for Fr Joseph to know numbers likely to attend. Please advise attendance via the details below:-
Fr. Joseph M. Kiganda, CSSp, Parish Priest, St. Mary’s, Castletown and St. Columba’s, Port Erin, 24 Bowling Green Road, Castletown, Isle of Man, IM9 1EB;  email: stmarycastletown@rcaol.org.uk;  Telephone: 01624 822272
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