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From the Presbytery desk……
A warm welcome to Father Leo Daley who will be providing cover at Ramsey and Peel while Father John Hindley is away on sabbatical. When I used to cover for Father Brian Omahony during August he delighted in pulling out a sign which said – in Latin – LOCUM TENENS which means ‘holding the place’!
***************
On the weekend of 3rd/4th October we will give particular thanks for the ‘fruit of the earth and the work of human hands’ as we hold a harvest festival weekend. At the Masses that weekend we will use particular prayers of thanksgiving after the harvest – and you are invited to bring along to Mass tinned goods, toiletries, washing powder/tablets, kitchen roll and cleaning products which can then be donated to the ISLE OF MAN FOODBANK for distribution to those in need.  
The children at Saint Mary’s School will be holding a Harvest Festival Mass on Friday 2nd October at 9.30am in the school hall – all are welcome to come along!
***************
At 4pm on Sunday 4th October in Saint Anthony Onchan we will celebrate a Mass in Italian to celebrate the Patron Saint of Italy – Saint Francis of Assisi. While the main parts of the Mass will be in Italian, the readings and homily will be in English!
***************
Many titles – one person
We invoke the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary under many titles;
Saint Mary of Rushen, Saint Mary of the Isle, Our Lady of Walsingham, Mary, Untier of Knots, Mary of Bethlehem and Nazareth, Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Mother of Good Counsel, Mother of Sorrows. The list of titles is endless but of course the person is one: Mary to whom the angel Gabriel appeared at Nazareth and whom the Lord himself entrusted to us while he hung on the Cross; THIS IS YOUR MOTHER (John 19:26).
October is, in Catholic devotion, a month dedicated to the Holy Rosary. Now most if not all of us have a set of Rosary Beads: they may remind us of a person who has given them to us, a member of the family from whom we have inherited them - or a place of pilgrimage where we bought them.
If anyone is without a Rosary then, during October, we will leave some in a basket at the back of church – they will be the small, pocket size, one decade rosary rings. Please feel free to take one … and if you know anyone who would value receiving one as a gift, then please take one for them as well! 
Towards the end of the month of October we will have an evening of Marian Devotions. 
Also remember that the Rosary is prayed publicly in Saint Mary, Douglas, each Wednesday at 1pm. 
****************
I wanted to share an invitation to a Picnic for Peace taking place at Hutchinson Square Gardens, Douglas, on Sunday 20 September 12 noon onwards, as part of United Nations Peace Week and ahead of the International Day of Peace on 21 September. The idea is to bring people together while we can still enjoy being outdoors before the colder months arrive. We hope to create a relaxed, welcoming afternoon where people from different faiths, cultures, backgrounds and generations can meet, talk, share food and ideas, and build new connections.
Why Hutchinson Square?
The location has a particularly meaningful history.
During the Second World War, Hutchinson Square was used as an internment camp for people considered enemy aliens, including many German and Austrian refugees. Despite the difficult circumstances, a remarkable cultural and artistic life developed among those interned there, and the camp became known as the “artists' camp.”
Today, we have an opportunity to use this same space for something very different: friendship, dialogue, understanding, diversity and peace.
The Peace Plaque at Hutchinson Square, featuring Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, provides a particularly fitting reminder that all people are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
Getting involved
We would really welcome members of the Interfaith community who would like to help make the afternoon a success.
There are lots of different ways to be involved, whether that is helping with the Peace Banner or children's artwork, welcoming people, helping with activities, sharing ideas, or simply helping to create a warm and friendly atmosphere.
If you would like to be involved, please contact by email. iominterfaith07@gmail.com. Even if you can only offer a little time, it would be great to hear from you.
We are also conscious that September weather on the Isle of Man can be unpredictable. The intention is to have an indoor contingency plan if the weather makes the outdoor event impractical, with details communicated nearer the time if required.
Picnic for Peace
Sunday 20 September 2026 @ 12 noon, Hutchinson Square Gardens, Douglas
Bring a picnic. Bring a friend. Bring your ideas for peace. Everyone is welcome.
Canon Philip

· The Columba Club will host a Cheese & Wine/Film Evening on Friday 25 September with the musical Oklahoma being shown. Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Tickets priced at £12.50 for members, £15 for non-members, are available from Richard Coase or Sandra Slann. 
· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 6 October at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. Steve Cowin will join the group to provide musical entertainment. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information.  


Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 19th September 2026

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

Fidela Bueno, deceased

	Sunday 20th September 2026

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
People of our Parishes

James Stack, anniversary

	Monday 21st September 2026
St Matthew
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 22nd September 2026


	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Patrick Doyle, birthday anniversary  

	Wednesday 23rd September 2026

St Pius of Pietrelcina 
	
12.10pm

2.00pm
	
St Mary’s 

Crematorium 
	
Julia Mooney, deceased

Funeral Service:  Christine Hayes   

	Thursday 24th September 2026

Our Lady of Walsingham 
	10.00am  

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Fr Francis Austin, deceased

Mary Amosin intentions 

	Friday 25th September 2026

	

10.45am

12.10pm 
	

Crematorium

St Mary’s
	

Funeral Service:  Ralph Davidson

Ann Widdecombe, deceased

	Saturday 26th September 2026

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	No Confessions

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	No Exposition or Confessions today 

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 27th September 2026

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Ma Rowena Villaret, anniversary 

Dave Corkill, birthday remembrance



Celebration of Jubilee Year of St. Francis of Assisi at St Columba’s Church, Port Erin
2026 is a Jubilee Year marking the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis of Assisi. Fr Maximilian Martin, OFM Conv. will be coming to give a talk to the Christian communities on the Island. The talk will take place at 10.00am on next Saturday 26 September in two parts of around 45 minutes each, with a short tea/coffee break between them, covering:

1. Caring for Creation, Promotion of Peace, and Serving the Poor. A reflection on the heart of Franciscan mission and its relevance for Christian discipleship today.
2. The Relevance of Franciscan Spirituality in the Modern World. How the charism of St Francis continues to speak powerfully to contemporary society and to the life of the Church.

Please let Fr Joseph Kiganda know if you are attending on email stmarycastletown@rcaol.org.uk or telephone 822272
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