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From the Presbytery desk……
Now that the Election is over, we pray for those who have been chosen to serve in the House of Keys for the coming years. In the New Testament Saint Paul writes to Timothy that 
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – for leaders and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
We know ourselves that the decisions and choices we make each day need to be principled and work for the good of others – sometimes referred to by the phrase ‘the Common Good’. With all the more reason we pray now for the gifts of wisdom and prudence for our elected Representatives, whose choices and decisions affect the wider Community and the Country at large. 
God of justice, love and grace we pray for all who stood as candidates in the General Election. We pray for all who will now take up their seats as Members of the House of Keys and for our newly elected Government.
May all who serve in Tynwald do so with integrity, with care for the most vulnerable, and with concern for the common good. We pray they will be filled with compassion, wisdom and mercy.
May every member of the Government seek to do what is right, for the benefit of all.
We pray for all parliamentarians, their families and supporters whatever their beliefs, for those of all faiths and none. We pray for their safety and for the flourishing of all.
In your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen. 
*************
Next weekend, 3/4th October, we will give particular thanks to God for the ‘fruits of the earth and the work of human hands‘. On 4th October we keep not only the 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time, but also the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi and the closing of the liturgical ‘Season of Creation’, a time when we have given particular thanks for the works around us and we have prayer that we many use well and wisely the gifts entrusted to us. 
That weekend you are invited to bring with you a gift which will be donated to FoodBank IOM and which will then be shared with those who struggle each day to put food on their table. While fresh goods are difficult to store, some of the suggested donations are Tins of Meat, Soup, Vegetables, Fruit, All-day Breakfast, Rice Puddings and Tomatoes; Microwaveable Pasta, Noodles and Rice;  Curry & Pasta Sauces;  Instant Mash Potatoes;  Jams/Marmalades;  Small Jars of Coffee;  Teabags; Biscuits/Crisps/Snacks;  UHT Milk;  Fruit Squash/Cordial;  Gluten Free Foods;  Vegan & Vegetarian options;  Washing Powder/Tablets;  Kitchen & Toilet Rolls;  Shampoo, Soap & Shower Gel;  Toothpaste & Deodorant;     Size 6,7 & 8 Nappies;  Cleaning Products. 
**************
The month of October is, in devotion, a month of the Holy Rosary when we are invited to draw closer to Christ through the praying of the Rosary – both publicly and in our private devotions. We reflect upon the ‘Mysteries’ of the Rosary – events of the life of Jesus – and we ask Mary, our Mother and Mother of the Church, to assist us by her intercession.
The Rosary is prayer publicly in Saint Mary, Douglas, each Wednesday at 1pm.
**************
On Tuesday (29th September) the Liturgy keeps the Feast of Saint Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, the Archangels. In some universities this Feast gives the name to the Term of teaching which begins and which leads up to the Christmas break …… Michaelmas Term.
The Archangels are linked very much with the unfolding of God’s plan and purpose
Michael, often depicted as a leader of the powers of God’s Kingdom
Raphael, who brings health and healing
Gabriel, who was sent by God the Father to give Mary the news of her Vocation as Mother of Christ. 

Perhaps one of the better known prayers to the Archangels is the Prayer to Saint Michael 
Holy Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God cast down Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Did you know?..... that the small Chapel on the Island near Derby Haven is dedicated to Saint Michael and was the site of a battle in 1250, which is mentioned in the Chronicles of the Kings of Man and the Isles. It gives its name to the Island – Saint Michael’s Isle or due to the defensive structure which was built in the time of King Henry, Fort Island. 
Canon Philip

· The Warm and Cosy Hub at the Columba Club will re-open for the winter months at 10.00am on Monday 5 October and run through until the end of March. The Hub will be open between 10am and 2pm every Monday and Friday offering light refreshments, a soup and bread lunch, and convivial company and chat. 

· CAFOD Harvest Fast Day is Friday 2 October. There are CAFOD envelopes at the back of church for donations. Alternatively, you can scan the QR Code on the envelope to give. You can also donate online at www.cafod.org.uk/envelope    

· T & Chat will meet on Tuesday 6 October at St Anthony’s Pastoral Centre from 10.30am until 12 noon. Steve Cowin will join the group to provide musical entertainment. Everyone will be warmly welcomed. Refreshments served. Please contact Josie on 406063 for further information.  



Masses and Services for the coming week
All Masses and Services from St Mary’s are live-streamed1
	Saturday 26th September 2026

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	

5.00pm
	

St Mary’s
	

People of our Parishes

	Sunday 27th September 2026

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	
9.30am

11.00am
	
St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	
Ma Rowena Villaret, anniversary

Dave Corkill, birthday remembrance

	Monday 28th September 2026
 
	

No Mass today 
	

St Mary’s
	

No Mass or Service today

	Tuesday 29th September 2026

Saints Michael, Gabriel & Raphael
	10.00am

12.10pm 
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s
	Eucharistic Service 

Deceased members of Guergio, Olinan, Pangan and Narra families  

	Wednesday 30th September 2026
St Jerome 
	

12.10pm
	

St Mary’s 
	

Ann Westman, recently died

	Thursday 1st October 2026

St Thérèse of the Child Jesus
	10.00am  

12.10pm 

1.30pm

	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Jimmy & Daphne Tait, anniversary

Denis, Frances & Des Dougan, anniversary 

Funeral Service:  Ethan Cloete 

	Friday 2nd October 2026

The Holy Guardian Angels

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day
	

9.30am 

12.10pm 
	

School

St Mary’s
	

School Harvest Festival Mass 

Rose & William Keenan, anniversary

	Saturday 3rd October 2026

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

	11am - 12 noon

5.00pm
	St Mary’s

St Mary’s
	Exposition and Confessions 

Michael Shimmin, 5th anniversary

	Sunday 4th October 2026


27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	9.30am

11.00am

4.00pm
	St Anthony’s

St Mary’s

St Anthony’s
	People of our Parishes

Tricia Jones, recently died

Mass in Italian – Giuseppina & Giovanni Fabrizio, anniversary
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