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The Courage to Forgive
Forgiveness is one of the most demanding parts of Christian life, yet it is at the very heart of the Gospel. In Matthew 18:21–35, Peter asks Jesus how often he must forgive, and Jesus responds with the astonishing call to forgive “seventy-seven times.” In other words, forgiveness is not an occasional act but a way of life. Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant reminds us that we can only understand forgiveness when we remember how much God has already forgiven us.
The Our Father places this truth at the centre of our prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Every time we pray these words, we ask God to shape our hearts to resemble His own—merciful, patient, and free from resentment.
The popes have often reminded us that forgiveness is not weakness. St John Paul II taught that “forgiveness demonstrates the presence of the Holy Spirit,” because only God can give us the strength to release anger and begin again. Pope Francis often says that forgiveness “opens a door,” allowing relationships, families, and communities to breathe again after being suffocated by hurt.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who spent his life working for reconciliation, wrote that “without forgiveness, there is no future.” He understood that forgiveness is not pretending the wound never happened; it is choosing not to let the wound define us. It is the courage to say: “I will not let this hurt have the last word. “In our parish, forgiveness is the soil in which peace grows. It begins with small acts: a conversation we have been avoiding, an apology offered, a grudge released. When we forgive, we imitate Christ, who forgave even from the Cross.
May we become a community where reconciliation is not rare but natural, where forgiveness is offered generously, and where Christ’s mercy shapes our daily life.   
                                                                                                                                                                      Fr. Joseph
Please find below details of this week’s Mass intentions and other services in our Parish of St. Mary’s, Castletown (C/T), and St. Columba’s, Port Erin (P/E).
	Week commencing 13th September 

	Sunday 13th September 
Twenty- Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am
	People of the Parish 
Susan Davies (RIP)


	Monday 14th September 
  Feast of the Exaltation of the 
  Holy Cross 
	

	
	No Mass

	Tuesday 15th September 
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
	P/T


	10 am


	Frances and Fred Easton 70th Wedding Anniversary 

	Wednesday 16th September 
Memorial of SS Cornelius and Cyprian
	C/T
	10 am

	   Thomas and Mary Brophy 
   (RIP)

	Thursday 17th September 
Thursday in Ordinary Time
	P/E
	10 am

	Archie Collister (RIP)

	Friday 18th September 
Friday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T

	10 am
	Major Sykes (RIP)

	Saturday 19th September 
Saturday in Ordinary Time 
	C/T
	3 pm 
	Intentions to Our Lady of Rushen 


	Sunday 20th September
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	C/T
P/E
	9 am
11 am

	People of the Parish 
Dan Hanifin and Hanifin family.




Responsorial Psalm:
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and rich in mercy.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia 
A new commandment I give you, says the Lord, that you love one another, just as I loved you.
Alleluia

Communion Antiphon
How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings. 

Second Collection: There is a second collection today for Catholic Education. Next Sunday there will be a second collection for Home Missions.

Sad News: Pat Clewis, a long stalwart of the parish, who moved to the UK two years ago, died in her sleep on 3rd  September at age 92. May she rest in peace.

Barn Dance: Come along and join the fun! The Social Club is delighted to invite you to a barn dance on Saturday 19th September from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm. Dust off your hats and boots and come along for an evening of music, dancing, and fun for all the family. Fancy dress is optional so feel free to dress up and get into the spirit of the evening. There will be a small entrance charge of £2 for adults and £1 for children. This is a faith supper and BYOB event. Please bring a dish to share and your own alcoholic drinks if desired. Cold drinks will be available. We will hold a raffle to help raise funds for the Social Club to enable us to subsidise future events and activities. Places are limited to 60 so please book early to avoid disappointment. To secure your place please speak to Lynn or Sue at St Mary’s or Dee or Nick at St Columba’s. So, grab your hat pull on your boots and come and enjoy a great night of community dancing and fun.  
Lourdes Pilgrimage 2027: Next weekend, leaders from Animate Youth will be visiting the island to connect with young people eager to assist with the Lourdes pilgrimage next year. They are hosting a meeting at Onchan Parish Hall on Royal Ave in Onchan, on Friday 19th September at 7 pm. If you are interested and want to learn more, feel free to drop by. Parents are also encouraged to come along and learn more.
Mass Intentions Received:   Archie Collister. 







Parish Diary
	19th September
6.30 to 9 pm 
	Barn Dance at St Columba’s Hall 

	26th September
10 am 
	Teaching session with Fr Maxmilian Martin OFM at St Columba’s.

	27th September 
11 am 
	Parish Celebration of the Jubilee Year of St Francis 

	28th November 
11 am to 1 pm 
	SVP Christmas Fayre at St Columba’s Hall

	5th December 
10 am 
	Christmas Wreath Making Class at St Columba’s Hall

	13th December
3 pm
	Parish Nativity Service at St. Columba's



If you are aware of future events, please let us know so we may add them to the diary. Social Club Committee: Susan 460514, Nick 431606, Dee 437487, or Lynn 472867
Second Collections to the end of the year
	Sunday20th September 
	Home Missions

	Sunday 18th October 
	APF World Missions

	Sunday 22nd November
	Animate Youth 

	Sunday 13th December 
	Christmas Flowers for churches 



“Abide in Me, as I abide in you” (John 15.4)
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